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Catalina Bar & Alfresco Area - No bookings required

R O Y A L  P E R T H  Y A C H T  C L U B

B R U N C H

SUNDAY  
8TH MAY

9 A M - 3 P M



ROYAL PERTH YACHT CLUB NEWSLETTER IN THE WIND 1

www.rpyc.com.au APRIL 2022IN THIS ISSUE

ROYAL PERTH YACHT CLUB

Patron
The Honourable Kim Beazley AC,  
Governor of Western Australia

Crawley
PO Box 5, Nedlands WA 6909
T: (08) 9389 1555
club@rpyc.com.au
www.rpyc.com.au

Fremantle Annexe
T: (08) 9430 4590

Editor
Kelly Scott
Marketing Manager
Royal Perth Yacht Club
T: (08) 9423 5500 
E: marketing@rpyc.com.au

Advertising image source: shutterstock.com

Advertising costs as follows:

¹⁄8 Page: 87mm wide x 65mm high. $150 incl. GST

¼ Page: 87mm wide x 130mm high. $250 incl. GST

½ Page: 180mm wide x 130mm high. $400 incl. GST

Full Page: 210mm wide x 297mm high plus 3mm bleed (216mm x 303mm) 
Type area: 200mm wide x 287mm high.  $600 incl. GST

Please note: Crop marks NOT required

In the Wind is published 5 times per year and provides an excellent medium to promote your 
business to 2000 members and community organisations. To advertise in In the Wind please 
contact the editor.

Deadline for the next issue is 27th May - 2022.

Design: ScruffyDog Designs
Anne Bramley 
M: 0405 144 296
E: annie@scruffydogdesigns.com.au

Printing: Optima Press 
Stephen Migro  |  M: 0409 290 455

2
Etchells Bill 
Steele Cup

8
Jon Sanders 
Southern Tour

12
Power Boat 
Mandurah
Cruise

4
Geographe Bay 
Race Week

10
Boom, Crash, 
Rottnest

14
Two of the best

17 Commodore’s Message

19 Vice Commodore’s Message

19 Membership

20 Rear Commodore’s Message

21 Signals from the Engine Room

22 Captain Sail’s Report

23 Captain Power’s Report

29 Off the Beach – Captain Dinghies Report

30 Fleet Reports 

46 Pen and hardstand sub Committee

47 Race Management

48 In Praise of Crew

50 Sailability

51 Fremantle Annexe

53 From the Archives

54 Members Services Directory



IN THE WIND 04 : 20222

Etchells Bill Steele Cup
By Chris Pratt

Geographe Bay Race Week this year featured the racing of 
the inaugural Etchells Bill Steele Cup. 

Once called the Opium 
Pipe Ashes Trophy, the Cup 
was originally raced for in 
teams racing in Etchells with 
representatives from the Royal 
Hong Kong Yacht Club, Royal 
Prince Alfred Yacht Club, Royal 
Perth Yacht Club and Royal 
Freshwater Bay Yacht Club.  
After the death of Etchells 
Class legend Bill Steele the 
trophy was renamed the ‘Bill 
Steele Cup’ and the new event 
established to be held outside 
Perth.  Hence Geographe Bay 
and joining Geographe Bay 
Race Week.  

For the intrepid Etchells 
travellers from Perth, 
Geographe Bay and the venue 
turned out to be all that was 
promised, and more.  Not 
only were the waters pristine 
and conditions varied, but 
the marina was first class 
and the restaurants and Club 
hospitality were great. 

With a very steady 
performance in all conditions, 
Highlander with Martin 
Webster and his crew Grant 
Alderson (Flying 15 World 
Champ), Chris Smith (match 
racing tactician) and Ella 
Clarke (420 World Champ) 
representing Royal Freshwater 
Bay Yacht Club won the 

Etchells Bill Steele Cup, and 
OMG they came out with all 
guns blazing!

It wasn’t long after arrival 
that we all realised that 
teams had brought their 
A-game of crews and 
equipment.

A feature of the racing was 
our course “MarkSetBots” 
robots thanks to Mark Crier 
and Andy Fethers.  They 
enabled the event with 
minimal infrastructure and 
volunteers and without being 
a burden on the Club.

Kim Laurence (RO), Rob 
Rooke and Andy Fethers 
ran the races. We were very 
fortunate to have such 
great professionals who 
focus on making regattas 
about competitors and the 
competition. They were 
really challenged on day 2 
when winds peaked out at 
28kts but they picked a break 
in the weather and we got a 
race in.  It was epic!  Big gusts 
and we could have been 
foiling downwind! 

The upcoming Warren Jones 
2022 Perth Youth Match 
Racing Cup regatta attracted 
a number of youth entrants 
too.  Blair Spalding and 
Ethan Prieto-Low (Swan 
River Sailing Team) (RPYC) 
teamed with past WA Etchells 
State Champions Grantham 
Kitto, and Brad Moore 
(RPYC) in The Rat and Chris 
Smith with Martin Webster.  
Then Marcello Torre, Kai 
Colman and Richard Maher 
(Columbus Match Racing 
Team) became the honorary 
Royal Hong Kong Yacht Club 
representative sailing Bill 
Steele’s old Chelsea Lady 
thanks to its current owner, 
James Arnold in Hong Kong.

Organisers clearly had 
objectives around 
inclusiveness, achieving best 
racing conditions, youth 
development and having a 
great time in the process – all 
in International Etchells – and 
that’s what we had.

Day 1 practice races in very 
light conditions had Azure 
(Chris Pratt, Peter Hood and 
Ray Smith from RPYC) winning 
both races and the jinx that 
comes with winning practice 
races!

Day 2 was in perfect Etchells 
conditions and a left 
bias course forebode the 
final podium places with 
Highlander, YO! (Peter Ahern, 
Gordan Blaaw and Nick Gray 
from RFBYC) and The Rat 
dominating.

Day 3 and the breeze was 
really in.  Session 1 was 
abandoned and session 2 took 
us to the edge of our limits.  

Downwind with great waves 
and flying gybes were big 
highlights.

By finish we had gusts of 
28 to 30 knots, but all boats 
except Chilly Bin (who broke 
their boom) finished without 
damage.  

Since we only had one race, 
the tough then took to 
touring!

Day 4 and the points on the 
leader board were close.  The 
weather changed completely 
to a light 5 to 8 knots.  Three 
races only and the first four 
boats found their drop races.  
Forte (Mark Crier, Andrew 
Harry and Robbie Gibbs from 
RPYC) had their best scores. 
Azure won the day but not by 
enough, and the standings 
remained the same with the 
drop races determining the 
outcome.  The spoils and the 
glory went to the Highlander 
team, and well deserved.

▲
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❚	 The ‘kids’ up early and ready to race

❚	 Ray Smith (Azure bow) wanted to go play with the kids!
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Day 1 was also the opening 
at the Geographe Bay Yacht 
Club, then off to the ‘Great Wall 
Chinese Restaurant’ to honour 
Bill Steele and to tell the story 
to competitors and supporters. 

After Day 2’s championship 
races we were off to sponsors 
‘Shelter Brewing Company’ at 
the foot of Busselton Jetty. The 
chilli mussels were outstanding 
and so were all their beers.

Day 3, with the racing blown 
out, we were off touring - Cape 
Leewin Lighthouse, Windmills, 
Castle Rock and ending up at 
Eagle Bay Brewing Co down 
near Dunsborough for more 
excellent food and beer.

Things happen when sailors go 
travelling!

Day 4 racing, presentation then 
the road trip – a chance for 
that junk food you don’t get at 
home.  n

▲

❚	 Webster (L) versus Ahern (R) – from day one

 Name & No. Skipper & Crew Club R1 R2 R3 R4 R5 R6 R7 R8 Total Drop Final PLACE

Highlander Martin Webster  RFBYC 2 2 1 2 7 6 2 - 22 7 15 1 
AUS 1440 Chris Smith  
 Grant Alderson 
 Ella Clarke
YO! Peter Ahern RFBYC 3 1 3 1 5 3 6 - 22 6 16 2 
AUS 1422 Gordon Blaauw 
 Nick Gray
The Rat Grantham Kitto RPYC 1 4 2 5 3 2 5 - 22 5 17 3 
AUS 1462 Blair Spalding 
 Ethan Prieto-Low 
 Brad Moore
Forte Mark Crier RPYC 4 3 4 4 1 4 4 - 24 4 20 4 
AUS 1433 Andrew (Hips) Harry 
 Robby Gibbs
Azure Chris Pratt RPYC 5 5 7 3 2 5 1 - 28 7 21 5 
AUS 1400 Peter Hood 
 Ray Smith
Chilly Bin Dirk Van der Struyf RFBYC 6 6 6 DNF 4 1 7 - 39 9 30 6 
AUS 1320 Luke Paterson 
 Travis Keay
Chelsea Lady  Marcello Torre RHKYC 7 7 5 6 6 7 3 - 41 7 34 7 
AUS 1267 Kai Colman 
 Richard Maher
Sketchy Harry Coulson RFBYC 8 8 8 7 8 8 8 - 55 8 47 8 
AUS 1359 Dave Riddle 
 Alex Babel

❚	 Great Wall Chinese Restaurant 
and the telling of the story. Yes, 
all these mature people did ‘dress 
up’. Andy Feathers won the best 
dressed up prize. He’s always been 
a fashionista.

❚	 Grantham Kitto on post-race 
forward recon’ making sure we 
got the table at Shelter Brewery. 
Commitment paid off.

❚	 Deserving WINNERS 
L-R Chris Smith, 
Martin Webster, 
Grant Alderson and 
Ella Clarke

❚	 Team Sketchy - L-R Dave Riddle, Harry 
Coulsen, Alex Babel. Regatta legends.  Their 
boat was immaculate.  Something in their 
choice of hats and sunscreen said ‘attention 
to detail’ was a team effort.
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▲

Geographe Bay Race Week
By Helen Baker

Geographe Bay Race Week is something I had heard a lot about but, being on the Race 
Management Team, participating in it was something I could only daydream about. However, 
life takes many twists and turns, so it was with great excitement I set off for Busselton to join the 
team of “Fortuosity” competing for the first time with spinnaker in the Premier Cruising division. 

Vice Commodore Janet 
Hornbuckle has been working 
hard to establish and train 
a crew for spinnaker sailing 
but Bridget McFarlane, Dimo 
Criticos and myself are really 
still novices in only our second 
Summer Series of racing. 
Thankfully we had Dawn 
Voges to expertly manage 
the mainsail and Jim Barr 
to supervise the efforts on 
the foredeck. Our ‘secret 
weapons’ were Ben Nicholas 
and Rick Barratt who we 
seduced off Farr Far Away 
to come and help us for the 
week. 

Arriving at the Geographe Bay 
Marina we found it buzzing 
with activity and energy, as 
old friends and rivals met up 
again and caught up on the 
latest news. We checked out 
our competition and studied 
the handicaps of them all. This 
was going to be serious racing! 
Our other Royal Perth boats 
were surprisingly crewed by a 
number of our best Skippers 
keen to be a part of the action. 

The weather for Sunday 
wasn’t looking too great but 
that did not dampen our 
enthusiasm as we made the 
short walk from our rental 
house to the boat. Rigged, 

reefed and ready we headed 
to the start line on the Jetty 
and carefully checked out the 
possible courses for Race 1. 
If we had known what was to 
come we would probably have 
done a U turn and scurried 
back to shelter but we bravely 
set off on the 18 nm course. 
The wind picked up - gusting 
30 to 40 knots as we later 
discovered - and beating up 
to the outer mark was tough 
going. The boat shuddered 
with every smack into the 
troughs of the developing 
swell and all we could do was 
hang on with white knuckles. 
Waves and spray were soaking 
us all as water sluiced across 
the cabin top and into the 
cockpit. We were nearly at 
the point of rounding the 
mark when misfortune struck. 

A forced and unexpected 
tack threw our jib sheets 
loose, enabling them to 
wrap around the jib and 
tie themselves in a knot 
around the safety rail. 
The staunchen buckled 
under the force and 
the whipping of the sail 
started to shred the foot of 
the jib. Desperate attempts 
to untangle the line were 
unsuccessful as ferocious 
gusts buffeted us in every 
direction eventually forcing us 
to put safety first and retire. 
24 of the 46 boats retired 
from the race with one lovely 
Beneteau losing its mast and 
sails, cutting them off to sink 
to the bottom of the Bay. It 
was no surprise when Monday 
racing was cancelled! 

Photos courtesy Tim Campbell
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▲

As with all good teams ours 
quickly settled into communal 
life. Dawn had a birthday 
cake with candles to blow 
out. Rick was definitely the 
Sandwich King, custom 
making delicious lunches 
for everyone. Ben proved a 
vegetarian bolognaise was 
just as delicious as a meat 
one and I was the muffin 

lady who produced a 
different flavoured muffin 

for each day. We even 
had enough to share 

with other fortunate 
crews. We had a magic 

washing machine 
that accepted our 

wet and dirty 
whites which 

miraculously 
reappeared 

clean, ironed and ready for the 
next day. Meals, snacks and 
copious amounts of wine and 
beer were provided, fortifying 
us for the efforts of the 
evening’s UNO Flip Challenge. 

It’s a growing tradition for 
RPYC sailors to have a team 
uniform, usually a vibrant 
and colourful shirt, perhaps 
a subconscious rebellion to 
the traditional whites rule! 
Competition is fierce and the 
best shirt will be a topic of 
continued debate, but I must 
note Fortuosity was the only 
team who had matching caps! 
Even better, Fortuosity had its 
very own team song! Janet 
named her boat after a song 
she used to sing as a child, 
from a story of a man 
who crossed an ocean 
to follow his dreams 
and even when things 
went wrong, they still 
somehow turned out 
to be right. So, the 
words got tweaked a 
little and Janet was 

serenaded the new version 
before we started our racing. 

Fortuosity, Captain Janet 
Fortuosity the best boat on the 
planet 
We don’t mind if we win or we 
lose 
There’s no other boat we 
would choose. 
Fortuosity, that’s our boats 
name 
Fortuosity, there’s no other 
boat the same 
When we fly our kite you will 
see 
We do our best and leave the 

rest to Fortuosity. 

We sang it with much gusto 
(and less musicality) to 
settle our nerves, to pick 
us up when energy was 
lagging and to celebrate 
success on crossing the 
line. The only problem 
was getting it out of 
our heads when we 
needed to sleep! 

Did you hear the 
one about 30 
sailors getting on 
a bus? .....and 

they all had 
a rollicking 

good time! Wednesday is 
the traditional rest day so 
the teams from Fortuosity, 
Heaven Can Wait and Still 
Cruisin hitched a bus ride to 
the lovely Hay Shed winery. 
The serious business of wine 
tasting took place under the 
shady trees looking out across 
the green vines and down the 
picturesque valley. Suitably 
prepped we adjourned to 
the Rustico restaurant for 
a fine degustation lunch. 
Commodore Tony Carter 
determined that, as we 
were mostly RPYC sailors, 
Mess Rules would apply and 
protocols would be adhered 
to. It wasn’t long before 
Commodore Mark Hansen 
was in trouble and had to be 
‘arrested’ by future Constable 
Nicola Robertson. Fortunately, 
Fortuosity’s Bridget was on 
hand to make sure he got 
read his rights and was given 
suitable legal advice before 
rejoining the party. The 
Rustico Chefs and staff gave 
us a wonderful experience 
and I’m sure everyone - well, 
everyone who can remember- 
will say the food was superb. 
Special mention to our patient 
bus driver who was suitably 
impressed that seat belts 

▲
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and masks could not stop us 
singing and dancing all the 
way home. 

Like all great stories, ours 
just kept getting better! 
Ben - a Champion Tasar 
sailor - quietly coached us on 
manoeuvres (Now Helen, this 
is what you are going to do 
and you have to do it really 
fast) and advised Janet on 
wind shifts and tactics. As 
each day passed the weather 
improved and so did we. We 
were 4th, we got a 2nd then 

we were 1st and suddenly we 
were in serious contention 
for the Regatta trophy. 

Friday arrived and we 
nervously headed to the 
boat on time (better than 
Thursday’s effort when we 
got the start time an hour 
wrong) pretending that we 
didn’t know the final results 
would depend on how 
well we sailed. Diamonds 
of sunlight sparkled on 
the deep sapphire blue of 
the water, showing us the 

picture-perfect conditions for 
which the Bay is famous. 

The breeze was light, and the 
line was set for a spinnaker 
start - perfect conditions for 
us - and Fortuosity gently and 
steadily moved to the head of 
the fleet. We tacked and gybed 
through the course as winds 
picked up until we rounded 
for the last downwind leg. 
Our spectacular red, white 
and blue kite filled superbly, 
and we flew across the water, 
with most of the fleet some 

distance behind us. Emotions 
zig-zagged between disbelief 
at how fast we were going, 
elation that we were so far 
ahead and terror that we 
were going to stuff it up! On 
the final leg our strongest 
competition, Courtesan and 
Veriaties, were desperately 
trying to close the gap but 
Janet held her nerve and we 
crossed the line fastest. It 
was without doubt the most 
exhilarating and greatest sail 
of my life! 

Geographe Bay Race Week continued

▲
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Unfortunately for us, 
Courtesan’s success dropped 
us down one point on the 
leader board and Janet 
had to settle for the Second 
trophy overall, but nothing 
could diminish our thrilled 
excitement at achieving a 
result that was better than we 
had thought possible! 

I went to Busselton with the 
hope that we would sail as 
well as we could. I wanted 
Janet to be pleased with how 
we managed our crewing 

roles, proud of the team that 
she has built and how much 
we had learnt. I left with the 
satisfaction of knowing we 
had done a really great job. 
We won a trophy, had a heap 
of fun and we sailed the best 
races we could possibly sail. 
The sense of achievement 
was awesome! The only 
problem now is that it was all 
so amazing, so wonderful and 
so extraordinary how could 
it ever be that good again? 
I guess I will just have to go 
back next year and find out!  n

Geographe Bay Race Week continued Photos courtesy Tim Campbell
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When you’ve sailed around the world 11 times, competed in numerous Sydney to Hobart 
yacht races, Cape Town to Rio de Janeiro races and delivered yachts around the world 
for most of your life, what do you do in your 'time off’? When faced with this question, Jon 
Sanders didn't take long to figure out an answer. I’ll give you a hint, it’s wasn’t lawn bowls!

to sea, stowing provisions, 
filling tanks and loading his 
usual six or eight additional 
jerry cans of diesel on board. 
After a quick trip down the 
river, he met his crew James

Myburgh (DBYC, RPYC) and 
Morgan Flower (DBYC, FSC, 
RPYC) on the collector jetty at 
FSC for a late night departure.

In January shortly after he 
finished refitting his boat 
and painting the mast with 
assistance from his good 
friend Dr Stephen Davis, Jon 
decided it was time for his 
next adventure; Fremantle 
Sailing Club’s Quindalup 
Cruise. Jon worked tirelessly 
at his usual steady pace, 
preparing the boat to go back 

Jon Sanders Southern Tour

For Jon, the short 100 nautical 
mile trip to Quindalup, 
stopping at Mandurah and 
Bunbury was hardly worth 
putting the sails up for. 
Thankfully the crew were on 
hand to promote the idea 
and do the heavy lifting! 
After two days of beating into 
headwinds to Mandurah and 
Bunbury, much improved by 

the camaraderie between 
sailors at each port, we set 
sail early in the morning 
and enjoyed a 35 mile 
spinnaker run from Bunbury 
to Quindalup. This glorious 
sunny day with a 10-15 
knot easterly was a great 
opportunity to face time Dr 
Stephen Davis to celebrate the 
massive success of Jon’s 11th 

▲
By Morgan Flower

❚	 Perie Banou II moored under full sail between Bunbury and Quindalup. Photo courtesy Martin Rice ❚	 Jon Sanders and James Myburgh on Perie Banou II Photo courtesy Morgan Flower

❚	 Lisa Blair’s Climate Action Now moored in Albany waterfront marina. ❚	 Climate Action Now crossing the start line.
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circumnavigation and Jon’s 
excellent mental and physical 
health.

Once at Quindalup, Jon 
enjoyed a few weeks 
of socialising, relaxing 
and exploring the south 
west on land with his 
cruising comrades whilst 
taking advantage of the 
Dunsborough Bay Yacht Club’s 
excellent hospitality. When 
asked what he gets up too 
while moored in the pristine 
Quindalup anchorage, Jon 
replied. “There’s always 
something to do on a yacht, 
whether it be carting drinking 
water, repairing running 
rigging or keeping up with 
the varnishing, there’s no 
time to get bored” Jon’s 
attention to detail and regular 
maintenance mean that Perie 
Banou II is ready to put to sea 
at a moments notice.

When the summer south 
easterly gales finally abated, 
Jon and James set course for 
Albany. In Jon’s usual style, 
Perie Banou II motor-sailed 
into headwinds on the way 
around Cape Naturaliste 
and Cape Leeuwin. With the 
Simrad tiller pilot taking the 
helm, the crew took watches 
for the next three days as 
they made steady progress 

towards Albany. As they 
motored into Princess Royal 
Harbour, I greeted them in 
my Duncanson 35 Emigre.

Whilst in Albany, Jon, James 
and I had the pleasure of 
getting to know another 
Australian Sailing legend 
Lisa Blair. Lisa was preparing 
her 50ft Robert Hick design 
yacht Climate Action Now 
to attempt her second 
solo circumnavigation of 
Antarctica. Lisa set out 
from Albany in 2017 to 
beat Fedor Konyukhov’s 
record to be the fastest 
person to circumnavigate 
Antarctica solo, non stop and 
unassisted. Unfortunately 
the record had to be 
abandoned when she lost 
her mast in heavy seas south 
of Cape Town, South Africa. 
Whilst Lisa still completed 
her circumnavigation, she 
wasn’t able to finish non stop 
and unassisted which gave 
her the ambition to attempt 
the record again.

Jon, James and I spent a few 
weeks helping Lisa prepare 
Climate Action Now for the 
voyage along with a band of 
volunteers. Whilst Jon worked 
on deck mousing shackles 
and securing reef lines, I 
installed new bilge pump 

plumbing and a water maker. 
James had the important job 
of stowing a number of science 
buoys and drogues which Lisa 
will deploy at different stages 
of her circumnavigation. These 
buoys will help satellites to 
calibrate water monitoring 
sensors and also provide 
information about ocean 
temperatures and currents.

We worked many late nights, 
weekends and in the final week 
before departure, even pulled 
a couple of all nighters trying 
to finish the endless list of 
jobs. It was an incredible day 
when Lisa untied the lines and 

motored out to the start line 
at Breaksea Island.

Jon hosted a few volunteers 
along with two Channel 7 
reporters to watch the start. 
In classic Albany fashion, 
the winds were 25-35knots 
in King George Sound with a 
decent swell to shake things 
up.

Lets just say not everyone on 
board could keep breakfast 
down!

To track Lisa’s progress 
or make a donation 
to her project, visit 
lisablairsailstheworld.com  n

▲

❚	 Jon Sanders and James Myburgh on Perie Banou II Photo courtesy Morgan Flower ❚	 Jon exploring the south west’s best beaches by 4WD with the Quindalup Cruisers. Photo courtesy Morgan Flower

❚	 A bumpy ride for the crew of Perie Banou II supporting Lisa Blair.
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Boom, Crash, Rottnest - The Yachtie Challenge

By Hilary Arthure

“Boom”, the Melges 32 may be currently rudderless, but her friends are far from directionless.  
You can take “Boom” out of the water, but it is hard to take the water out of Team Boom! 
Riding the wave of success in the 2021 Rottnest Channel Swim, it was decided to have 
another go in 2022.

for changing sea-states and 
current, which would deliver 
us to the 19klm mark safely.

On reflecting on our day, 
we believe that one of the 
reasons both Team Boom and 
Mum, Dad and the Kids were 
successful was the diversity in 
the group that made up each 
team.  Each had a team of 8.  
4 Swimmers and 4 others-the 
boat skipper, the spotter and 
two paddlers.  Each had a 
slightly different skill set, but 
when all 8 came together we 
had a whole, and ultimately a 
successful crossing.  

Team Boom was 263rd out 
of 318 team finishers.  404 
teams were entered and 17% 
were unable to complete the 

RIB).  Fit and strong, she made 
her paddling look effortless, 
changing with Andrew after 
3.5 hours.  After an hour or so 
in the RIB she resumed her 
duties.  Paddlers in this event 
are the unsung heroes of any 
crossing.  They work as hard 
as the swimmers, shepherding 
them in the water, showing 
the way, speaking words of 
encouragement when the 
going gets tough, and keeping 
their swimmer safe from 
other boats.  As the breeze 
increased our paddlers just 
pulled harder through the 
water.  Hilary was the Spotter/
dogsbody/gofor/ fix whatever.  
Kingsley was our ‘off-water’ 
consultant navigator; plotting 
a perfect course to allow 

This year, the team was 
slightly different.  The Boom 
team had a cousin.  Duncan 
Cameron and his 15-year-old 
son Alasdair were joined by 
Ali’s twin Angus and their Mum 
Deb. This was ‘Mum, Dad and 
the Kids!’  Rob Scharnell, and 
Jen Sisson were then joined 
by Lizzie Potter, a work mate 
of Jen’s, and her friend Holly 
Cordell. Surrounding the 
‘in-water’ section was the ‘on-
water’ group of Captain Power 
Mark Busio (Buzz), Susie 
Harrison, Andrew Bayley and 
Hilary Arthure.

The ‘in-water’ team each had 
some goals to achieve.  Rob 
and Jen wanted to improve 
on last years’ time; Lizzie was 
fulfilling a bucket list item 

and a promise to herself; and 
Holly was also challenging 
herself having been a very 
successful junior swimmer 
as a student (as was Lizzie 
too).  The swimmers were 
surrounded by an ‘on-water’ 
team with the skills and 
drive to make the challenge 
a reality. Buzz is a superbly 
skilled driver.  Experienced 
on the swim, he is very cool 
under pressure and not easily 
flustered by the hundreds 
of small craft at close 
quarters, many piloted by 
inexperienced folk.  Suzie and 
Andrew were the paddlers.  
Suzie is simply a machine. 
She picked Rob up after his 
start from the beach and 
calmly led him to TODD (our 

▲

❚	 Team Boom Finish line
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Boom, Crash, Rottnest - The Yachtie Challenge

crossing.  Conditions on the 
day were tough at times.  The 
water was flat early with a 
south easterly breeze.  The 
swimmers reported the 
water was clear.  Gradually, 
the breeze rotated around 
to the southwest peaking at 
29 knots for the last hour of 
our swim.  In discussion with 
some unsuccessful teams, 
afterwards, we wondered 
if being a yachtie helps?  
Sailing certainly gives you 
some life skills to keep 
going (even if you lose your 
rudder).

Yachties are good at pulling 
teams together (think 
about how hard we work 
to find crew).  We are great 
planners; whether it is 
boat preparation, passage 
planning, equipment 
maintenance or food and 
water details, or organising 
the Mother Ship Plan C to be 
waiting in Thompson’s Bay 
prepped for a party by Denys 
and Fiona Pearce.  Yachties 
are very safety focussed 
and can problem solve 
quickly should a safety issue 

arise. Yachties (and some in 
particular) are good at routing.  
Having plotted a great course, 
Kingsley then emerged 
from quarantine to load the 
information into TODD’s chart-
plotter.  Above all, Yachties 
are adaptable.  When things 
change, we can pivot quickly 
with the new information. And 
so, a bunch of friends can take 
on the challenge of a Rottnest 
Channel Swim and succeed, 
by using the ‘yachtie skills’ we 
each possess.  

This group of swimmers were 
elated at the finish. The last 
couple of kilometres were a bit 
frantic as our swimmers swam 
faster to beat the cut-off times, 
which had been brought 
forward 95 minutes with the 
deteriorating conditions.  
Team Boom finished in 7 
hours and 35 minutes. This 
was 3 minutes faster than 
the 2021 version.  Mum, Dad 
and the Kids finished strongly 
too.  They crossed the line 
25 minutes faster than Team 
Boom (but started later), so 
both teams finished together.   
This team was supported 

by Michael O’Loughlin, Will 
Hammond, Jo McBride and 
Connie Murray.  More yachtie 
success!

Team Boom and its cousin 
were happy.  Celebrating 
on the back of Plan C it was 
hard to supress the sense of 
achievement felt by many.  
It felt great to be around 
people who had ticked 
some bucket list items.  All 
Team Boom swimmers had 
conquered issues on the way.  

For Lizzie, having stepped 
away from swimming to 
study Psychology and teach 
children with learning 
disabilities, she had come 
back to the discipline of 
training and reconnecting 
with water.  Holly too could 
not wipe the grin from 
her face.  Having been a 
successful racer as a student, 
but in pools, she had to 
conquer her fear of open 
water with waves, swell and 
maybe SHARKS!!!! Their 
smiles and elation said it 
all.  Rob and Jen too had 
to overcome challenges.  
Rob had some time away 
from training when in the 
US late last year.  He had 
to play catch-up.  Jen had 
successfully adapted her 
swimming style and stroke to 
allow for a better breathing 
technique. Swimmers were 
all adaptable, more yachtie 
stuff!

All felt delight at a challenge 
successfully completed.  And 
now, it is time to put our new 
rudder back in Boom and get 
back to being yachties!  n

▲

❚	 Susie and Holly

❚	 (Below top left) Boom Team
❚	 (Below top middle) Plan C Party
❚	 (Below top right) Susie Andrew on Plan C
❚	 (Below bottom left) Rob and Susie at Cottesloe
❚	 (Below bottom middle) Mum Dad and the Kids at 

the Annexe
❚	 (Below bottom right) Team Boom water finish
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Power Boat Mandurah 
weekend Cruise 

By Diane Hansen

After it was determined that we should re-format the RPYC Power Boat Mandurah Cruise in 
Company it was decided that we would focus on something a little different next year. 

Not to be discouraged by the 
lack of a formal event, the 
Club obtained pens for those 
who were still keen to make 
the trek to Mandurah on the 
March long weekend. 

Several boats had a head start 
and travelled down on Friday 
whilst the remainder arrived 
at different stages on the 
Saturday. It was lovely to see 
familiar, smiling faces to greet 
us as we arrived in our pen. 

We soon gathered on the back 
of Black Felix for an afternoon 
drink or two and a chance 
to catch up on all the news. 
Cosmos arrived soon after 
us, as did It’s A-bout Time, 
however, Cosmos had taken 
the obligatory scenic route 
before making it into the 
MoFSC marina. 

I had only just met Sinead and 
Simon (from It’s A-bout Time) 
at the New Members night a 

couple of weeks earlier, so it 
was wonderful to see them 
join into this Member driven 
get together as newbies. They 
were welcomed into the fold 
and fitted in quickly with our 
wonderful Members.

Many of us headed up to the 
Club House for a very pleasant 
meal later that night for a 
chance to continue with our 
stories and to discuss the 
next day’s plans. Cosmos 

took a group up to the Café 
Coast restaurant for lunch 
on Sunday, whilst others 
sunbathed, walked around 
the quay, went adventuring 
on scooters or just relaxed 
on their boats. Sunday night 
a group went off to a local 
restaurant before narrowly 
escaping being lured onto 
the back of Maggie May by 
the Sirens and their karaoke 
singing. ▲
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▲

Monday morning was time to 
have a late breakfast and to 
get organised for the return 
trip before the wind came in. 

It wouldn’t be a Power Boat 
cruising weekend without 
some sort of technical 
issue. At The Office kindly 
provided that bit of 
entertainment by 
having an alarm go 
off just before we got 
into Mandurah. To 
be safe we cut back 
on the speed and 
took a sedate entry 
into the marina. 
Soon after arriving 
the multi-meters 
were out but 
it was decided 
to leave any 
investigations to 
another day.  The 
return journey was 

fine and investigations are still 
ongoing.

In the end we had 8 boats 
make the trip to Mandurah 
with Harmonie, Maggie May, 
Silver Linings, Pirelli, Black 
Felix, It’s A-bout Time, At The 
Office and Cosmos enjoying 
what was a great, relaxed 
weekend.  

This was an unstructured 
event, where Members 
came together to enjoy 
each other’s company at 
a different locale. If you 
ever get the chance to 
do something like this 
or would like to get 
involved with other 
Members contact Saskia 
at boatingadmin@rpyc.
com.au and she will 
give you further details 
about how to join in.  n
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Two of the best

By John Roberson

It is quite possible that by the end of the year the two best Laser sailors in the 
world could come from Royal Perth Yacht Club. I say this because I recently 
had lunch at the Club with Ethan McAullay, the day before he flew off on a 
world tour with the Australian Sailing Team.

We do, of course, already have the 
world number one, our most recent 
Olympic Gold Medallist, Matt Wearn. 
Ethan admits that it is a big ask for him 
to knock his fellow club member off 
the pedestal, but he’s not holding back 
in his efforts to climb the rankings. 

First stop on the tour is Palma, 
Mallorca, for the Princess Sophia 
Olympic Classes Regatta, which 
kicks off the European season. This 
is really the first event of the new 
Olympic cycle and the entry list is 
huge, everyone with any Olympic 
aspirations will be there. With so much 
disruption to the regular Olympic 

sailing programme over the last two 
years, due to the pandemic, this is 
the first major event for many of the 
sailors since 2019. With most countries 
in the world now coming out of Covid 
restrictions and only two years until 
the Paris Games, the pressure is on.

After the Palma event the team will 
stay on the island of Mallorca for some 
fitness training, doing a lot of cycling. 

The second big event on the 
European circuit is in Hyeres, on the 
Mediterranean coast of France, Le 
Semaine Olympique Francais de Voile, 
23rd to 30th April. This is another of 

the annual regattas on the Olympic 
Classes circuit, a very prestigious 
event, with entries expected to be 
as big and as strong as in Palma. It 
is interesting that the French are 
continuing to hold this event in 
Hyeres, when the sailing events at 
the 2024 Games will be in Marseille, 
not far away along the Mediterranean 
coast.

From Hyere, it’s straight up into the 
mountains of northern Italy, for a 
fitness camp on Lake Garda, Italy’s 
biggest lake. This is a legendary sailing 
venue, though renowned for very cold 
water. A good incentive not to capsize.

▲

❚	 Ethan Flat out
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Then it is on to the big event of the 
year, the World Championships, 
held this year in Nuevo Vallarta, on 
the Pacific coast of Mexico. This is a 
fabulous venue for a championship, 
I did the 2016 Masters’ Worlds there 
and the conditions are very like those 
we get off Freo in the summer, good 
ocean waves and a daily sea breeze. 

The events are run out of a modern 
resort with great facilities and very 
friendly, helpful people. When we 
were there last time the juniors from 
the host club were on hand to help 
us old blokes launch and retrieve, 
they were also interested to learn and 
wanted to talk about the racing.

I will be catching up with Matt and 
Ethan in Nuevo Vallarta, as our 
Masters’ Worlds follows on from their 
Worlds. I will be arriving a few days 
early to get in some practice, perhaps 
I’ll be able to witness two RPYC 
sailors on the podium at the end of 
their regatta. 

Another reason for getting to the 
Mexican venue ahead of time is to 
spend some “tourist time” in the old 
town adjacent to the resort. Back 

▲

in 2016 when we were there last 
time we spent four days in Puerto 
Vallarta before the championships, 
it’s a quirky old port city that is still 
part working port and part tourist 
destination. There is a great mix of 
local cafes and eateries alongside 
upmarket restaurants, with good 
coffee shops along the waterfront for 
that essential morning caffeine hit 
and a croissant.

By the time I get to Mexico I will have 
moved up to the next age group 
in the Masters’, I will officially be 
a Legend (75 and over). No more 

having to compete against those 
pesky young 65 year old Great Grand 
Masters! Perhaps I can even win.

Whatever the outcome, it will be great 
to catch up with my sailing mates 
from around the world, some of 
whom I have known and competed 
with and against for over fifty years. 
Unlike the venue at the previous 
Worlds in Barcelona, we know there 
will be beer available at this year’s 
venue for that all important post race 
gathering to talk rubbish and tell 
stories.  n

❚	 Matt Wearn

❚	 Ethan training off Fremantle

❚	 Ethan
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YUM CHA
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COMMODORE’S MESSAGE

❚	 Shawn	Offer 
Commodore

The end of the Summer 
Boating Season and in 
particular the Sailing Season 
officially falls on ANZAC 
Day. Hopefully, by the time 
you are reading this we will 
know that after suffering 
the indignity of the last two 
years, that we will finally 
be able to recognise the 
significant contribution 
of our Armed Forces in 
everyday life and the heroic 
and historic contributions 
they have made to the world 
we live in today. Last year we 
headed into that weekend 
of respect in lockdown 
for a second time. So very 
disappointing. This year, 
the day is again surrounded 
in Covid restrictions, 
however, hopefully that 
will not curtail our ability to 
pay our respects to those 
courageous souls, at the 
Club.  

Another important day 
on the Club calendar is 
Australia Day. Whilst we had 
to yet again dial back our 
celebrations, there was a 
good outcome for two Club 
Members who were included 
on the Australia Day Honours 
List. Club Members Mr Paul 
Carter OAM and Mr Matthew 
Wearn OAM were awarded 
the Medal of the Order of 
Australia. Congratulations 
to them both, we are very 
proud of you! 

Whilst some work is 
recognised publicly, there 
are many who make a 
significant contribution 

to the Club devoting their 
time and energy over and 
over again for the benefit of 
others. This of course is our 
small army of volunteers 
who undertake all manner of 
roles to ensure that regatta 
and Club racing is held at 
the highest standard with 
safety first and foremost 
in mind. Our thanks go out 
to all of those people who 
gave up their weekend and 
Wednesday afternoons 
for yet another season. 
Without you, the season 
and following events would 
simply not have been 
possible. 

The Refined Edge Mini 
Series was yet again a very 
successful regatta. This 
year held on three separate 
courses for the first time. 
There were many big eyes 
and smiles to match as the 
competitors enjoyed the 
fabulous conditions. Many 
thanks to our sponsor Mike 
Burke and family from Brian 
Burke homes for supporting 
us for another year. 

The Ocean Racing WA 
group have been busy with 
weekly events. Many of 
your fellow Members have 
been competing in good 
numbers and representing 
the Club exceptionally well 
in their respective fleets. 
Most recently this has been 
the RPYC Island Race, Nick 
White on Wasabi in Division 
One placed first on PHF 
and Simon Torvaldsen on 
Atomic Blonde placed first 
on IRC Division Two. The 
RPYC Island Race also had a 
special focus on Youth and 
Women sailors with a special 
prize for each of these 
cohorts. Simon also went 
on to place first in Division 
Two in both PHF and IRC 
rankings for the RPYC Cape 
Naturaliste Return Race. Well 
done guys. 

In between these two events 
at the Annexe was the 
Annual State Championships 
for the S80, S97’s and 
for the first time the Farr 

9.2’s. The results are sure 
to be mentioned in other 
contributions in this edition 
of In The Wind, however, 
congratulations to the 
winners in Championship 
and Consistency results. A 
very special mention about 
the fantastic initiative by the 
S80 Association who made 
available the Association’s 
boat Grand Piano to the 
youth squad skippered by 
Antun Janekovic. Winning 
one race over the line 
the team did really well. 
Unfortunately gear failure 
meant they were unable to 
compete in the final races. 
The presentations at the 
Annexe were without much 
the normal fanfare due to 
Covid Restrictions, however, 
it was great to see the RPYC 
Optimist Esky full of ice, 
beers and soft drinks for the 
youth sailors!  

The use of Grand Piano was 
a great lead into that team 
competing in the Inter Club 
Championship run by Swan 
River Sailing and hosted 
at RPYC. It also gets the 
momentum started early 
on the youth and women’s 
keelboat racing in the Club’s 
new Elliott 7 meter training 
boats which by now should 
be sitting pretty in the water 
in front of the Club ready for 
regular use by these groups 
and the Learn to Sail Course 
participants. I look forward 
to seeing these boats in 
regular action. 

The Team Racing Group are 
also eagerly anticipating 
the arrival of these boats 
as they finally, fingers and 
toes crossed, will get to hold 
their inaugural Y2K Team 
Racing event in May. This 
should be a fantastic event 
to show off the new boats 
and allow for some exciting 
spectator viewing. 

At the end of the sailing 
season we reach a new 
milestone in sailing circles. 
We have completed a 
season abiding by the 
sign on rules imposed by 

the changes to Rule 46 on 
January 1st. On the whole 
compliance was exceptional. 
As time goes on there will be 
further development of the 
systems to ensure we are 
making this process as easy 
as possible for everyone. 
It seems our system stood 
above the other choices 
available to the Boating 
Office.  Thank you all for 
taking the journey with us 
as we bed down this new 
process. 

Of course, the Power 
division undisputedly 
have been living life large 
and now they get ready 
to change gears and start 
what will hopefully be 
another great season of 
Time Trialling! Good luck to 
all the competitors for the 
season ahead. 

As we see out the remainder 
of the fiscal year for the 
Club, General Committee 
has been busy developing 
a new Memorandum 
of Understanding with 
Sailability WA to cement the 
support both organisations 
provide for each other. 
There are new Auditors 
getting prepared to audit 
the Club’s books, a review 
of pen and hardstanding is 
underway and the Dinghy 
Division is about to undergo 
a name change to ‘Off the 
Beach’ which will better 
reflect the vast fleet of sail 
boards participating at the 
Club. 

With ANZAC Day just 
around the corner, I hope 
to see many of you at the 
commemoration service 
we hold at the Club ahead 
of the Digger’s Cup Sailing 
Race. Even if you are a 
power vessel, get out on 
the water and watch the 
spectacle of a handicapped 
finish! I also hope to see 
many of you support the 
various change of season 
events, and prize giving 
brunches, lunches and 
dinners. Seasons greeting to 
all for the Easter weekend.  n
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For more information contact Kelly on 9423 5500 or marketing@rpyc.com.au

>  ALL YOUR FAVOURITE MEALS AVAILABLE 
>  DRINKS SPECIALS FROM THE OTHERSIDE   
>  MUSIC FROM BILLY AND THE BROKEN LINES

MONDAY 25TH APRIL 2022

CLOSING DAY
PARTY

PARTY BEGINS AT 4PM

CHILL OUT IN THE CATALINA BAR & ALFRESCO AREA – IT’S A 
PERFECT WAY TO END THE SEASON, ANZAC DAY AND THE 

DIGGERS CUP.
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VICE COMMODORE’S MESSAGE

❚ Dr Janet Hornbuckle 
Vice Commodore

Chef Simon George and the 
team who will continue the 
International themed dinners. 
Let us know where you would 
like to go and we will see what 
we can do!

Finally, a couple of friendly 
reminders about parking and 
also our furry friends. 

We all like to park as close 
to our boats as possible, 
especially when we need 
to load or unload ‘stuff’. 
However, if you are off to 
Rottnest or away more than 
overnight, please move your 
vehicle, after unloading, to 
free up the prime ‘close to 
jetty’ parking spots for others 
to use. Also remember to 
return the barrows back to the 
start of the jetty. You never 

Can you believe another 
Summer Sailing Season 
is drawing to a close! It’s 
certainly been a busy time 
on and off water with the 
regular Wednesday and 
Saturday afternoon Keelboat 
Series’, Off the Beach weekly 
racing and Championships, 
Monthly Seashells Series Night 
Races, Thursday Twilights, 
Geographe Bay Race Week, 
two Offshore events with RPYC 
as the Organising Authority, 
the Refined Edge Mini Series 
as well as the S80, S97 and 
Farr 9.2 State Championships 
held out of the Annexe over 
the March long weekend. The 
latter event was the first to 
be impacted by the level 2 
COVID restrictions, with the 
planned off-water functions 
cancelled. Unfortunately, 
these restrictions have led 
to cancellations of member 
functions too. 

Our March Wine Dinner was 
postponed as has the West 
Coast Tour due to hospitality 
restrictions impacting on 
our plans. Keep an eye on 
Fun Times emails for revised 
dates. We are utilising the 
Catalina Bar for results, 
weather permitting, to ensure 
we stay as safe as possible in a 
well-ventilated area enabling 
us to continue to celebrate 
our winners in the usual RPYC 
tradition. 

Hopefully when this issue is 
published, we will be over the 
WA Omicron COVID peak and 
back to level 1 restrictions 
which I suspect will be with 

us for some time yet. Thank 
you to everyone for signing in 
using the SafeWA / ServiceWA 
App, showing your COVID 
vaccination certificates when 
you want to access our F&B 
services and respecting the 
safety of our staff by wearing 
a mask when being served at 
the bar. Remember we don’t 
make the law but are required 
to follow it!

To write this article (apologies 
to the Editor for being late 
again!) I’ve had to drag myself 
away from the book that I’m 
reading for the RPYC Book 
Club – The Last Thing He 
Told Me by Laura Dave. I’m 
really enjoying it; a real page 
turner and will definitely 
finish it in time for when we 
next meet. When COVID hit 
WA in 2020 one initiative to 
connect Members was the 
establishment of a Book 
Club initially held online. 
This has continued and now 
meets face-to-face every 6-8 
weeks. You don’t need to 
attend every meeting and 
everyone is welcome. Our 
next meeting is on May 10 
and we’ll be discussing The 
Beautiful Words by Vanessa 
McCausland. The meeting 
after that will be June 30 
and our book will be Sister 
Stardust by Jane Green, so 
please come along. We’d love 
to see you. Contact Jess at 
jessica@rpyc.com.au

As we move into Autumn and 
Winter we are planning a series 
of informative lectures on 
Tuesdays and not just about 
Sailing! More details of dates 
and subject matter to follow.

As we haven’t been able to 
travel the world over the last 
2 years the House Committee 
wanted to give members the 
opportunity to ‘travel’ through 
dining experiences at the 
Club instead. The last New 
Members night took us to Bali 
and as I write this we have 
an American themed dinner 
to enjoy and also a Spanish 
themed evening complete 
with a Flamenco Dancer to 
entertain us. Thank you, 

know you might need that 
parking space and barrow one 
day!

It’s lovely to see Members 
bring their furry friends down 
to the Club but not so lovely 
to come across unwelcome 
deposits of dog poop. Please 
remember whilst in Club 
grounds and the jetties, dogs 
should be on a leash and 
under the control of a Member 
(Bylaw 1.8). I suspect the dog 
who left his mark on A jetty 
was not with their owner at 
the time as I’m sure all our 
Members know to do the right 
thing and pick up after their 
furry family members.

Now back to my book….. Look 
forward to seeing you when 
I’ve finished it!  n

MEMBERSHIP
Tony Strickland, Membership Chair

Welcome to our new Members – April 2022
The Commodore, Flag Officers and members of General 
Committee welcome the following new Members to Royal 
Perth Yacht Club:

Mr Oliver Evelegh, Mr Daniel Hegney, Mr Mark Jackson,  
Mr Rory Vassallo, Mr Stephen Vitale, Mr Mark and Mrs 
Teresa Arena and their daughter, Amelia, Mr John and 
Mrs Susan Blennerhassett, Mrs Sinead and Mr Simon 
French-Bluhm and their son Connor, Mrs Sharon Cooke, 
Mr Roshan Deraniyagala, Mr Reed Foster and Dr Valeria 
Senigaglia, Mr Paul and Mrs Trina Robinson and their 
children James, Isaac and Declan, Mr Graham Aldous,  
Mr Gregory Barrow, Mr Guy Bird, Mr Victor Johnson,  
Mr Michael Kennedy, Mr John Kilroe, Ms Oralee Logan,  
Mr Mariusz Martynuik, Mr Ben Nicholas, Mr Jeffrey 
Partridge, Mr Geoff Robinson, Mr Jingjing Chen and  
Mr Philip Ho.
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REAR COMMODORE’S MESSAGE

The Refined Edge Mini 
Series again proved to be a 
favourite amongst the sailing 
community, with 138 craft 
competing over three courses, 
it was a massive task to pull off. 
Congratulations and thank you 
to all the Staff and volunteers 
who made it all happen. Thank 
you to major Sponsor Refined 
Edge and to Skiff Gear Online 
for their pop-up store.

Congratulations to all involved 
with the Around the Island 
Race, from all reports the 
race was great fun and well 
attended. A big thanks goes to 
Hilary, the club Offshore rep 
and to the team in Boating 
Operations.

The 58th Cape Naturaliste 
and return race got under way 
Friday March 11. A light air start 
of Leighton Beach, and the 
breeze just really never filled 
in. The first boat home was 
Crush in just over 24 hours. The 
last boat home was just a few 
hours short of two days. Four 
boats withdrew, two prior to 
the start. 

There is a great article, 
prepared by Club archivist 
John Readhead prior to the 
50th anniversary of the race, 
that is linked to the event page 
on the Club website. When I 
read it, I took great interest in 
what was required for safety 
equipment back in the early 
days of the event. A Stark 
contrast for what is required 
today. Best of luck to all those 
competing in this 200nm event 
and safe sailing.

❚ Andrew McAullay 
Rear Commodore

The Annexe was humming 
over the March long weekend 
with the S80, S97 and Farr9.2 
State Championships. Over 30 
boats and well over 150 sailors 
and Volunteers descended 
on the Club’s ocean base 
facility. Congratulations to 
our winners and big thanks 
to all the people who set up 
this event, and to Pamela 
Strickland and her start team 
on the start boat.

Social media on the event had 
some impressive stats, 4127 
people viewed posts from the 
event with one post having 
1420 views, 916 people viewed 
the videos posted. Great job 
Jess, capturing the event from 
on and off the water.

It’s fantastic to see such huge 
interest in the event and the 
Annexe with such activity. 
Next year’s event is planned to 
be bigger and better.

The number of on water 
collisions and contacts has 
been on the rise over the past 
sailing season, particularly on 
Wednesdays. No one goes out 
on the water with the intent 
of having a collision, but it 
is important for everyone 
on board, no matter their 
position on the boat, what 
tack or jibe or what rights 
they think they have, to keep 
an eye out for other craft on 
the water and avoid contact if 
possible. 

Accidents do happen, but 
sometimes it’s best to remove 
yourself from a situation early, 

avoid the collision and then 
seek redress through the 
protest system.

A Pen and Hardstand review is 
currently underway. We find 
ourselves in the position that 
we have far more requests 
for pens and hardstand bays 
than we are able to provide. 
The review is to come up with 
ways that we can best and 
more appropriately satisfy this 
demand. An early observation 
is with the number of 
unoccupied trailers parked 

on the grounds. Reducing 
the number of these will help 
greatly with this issue. If you 
own and unoccupied trailer 
on the Club grounds, please 
consider whether you can 
store it offsite.

Don’t forget your Top Yacht 
Sign in before you race. QR 
codes for easy access to the 
app are on access points to all 
jetties, and assistance can be 
sought from the boating office 
for any assistance required in 
setting this up.  n

2 5 T H  A P R I L  2 0 2 2
A N Z AC  DAY
C E R E M O N Y
Join us for the Anzac Day Service at 12 noon

The ceremony will take place from the Ceremonial Deck.

For more information contact Kelly on 9423 5500 or 
marketing@rpyc.com.au
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SIGNALS FROM THE ENGINE ROOM

❚ Stuart Walton 
General Manager

HOSPITALITY OPERATIONS 
I can’t believe that it has 
been 6 months since we bade 
farewell to our friends at 
the Hyatt and launched our 
in-house catering service. As 
expected, employing new 
staff, negotiating new supply 
arrangements, developing 
operating procedures, and 
managing the impacts of 
Covid-19 has not been without 
its challenges. With all that 
now behind us we are focusing 
on and are committed 
to exceeding member 
expectations with our culinary 
and beverage offerings. 

The on-going Covid-19 
pandemic has impacted our 
Member function business 
quite severely, events be they 

weddings or corporate have 
been cancelled or postponed 
which has reduced our 
hospitality sales considerably. 
I have no doubt that we will 
see a return to normal (if any 
of us can remember what that 
is!) however our view is that it 
is going to take many months.

On a brighter note the support 
shown by our Members 
utilising our day-to-day 
offerings and special events 
has been amazing. Equally 
pleasing has been the 
patience demonstrated by 
many Members while we have 
been ironing out the wrinkles 
caused by the transition to 
in-house catering. Finally, 
I would like to express my 
sincere thanks to Simon, 
Courtney and Cathal our 
Senior Managers in F&B for 
their dedication to the Club 
and their clear focus on 
constant improvement. 

ELLIOT TRAINING BOATS
As I write this report the 
new training boats are being 
off loaded in the Port of 
Fremantle. We hope to get 
them in the water just after 
Easter and in full use by the 
end of the month. We are 
all convinced that the very 
significant investment that 
the Club has made in the 
purchase of this new, wholly 

owned, fleet of training boats 
will benefit sailing from grass 
roots level right up to our 
various squads such as the 
Women’s Squad, the Youth 

Squad, the Teams Racing 
squad etc. I can’t wait to see 
the boats with their very bold 
graphics emblazoned on the 
hulls.  n

Eddie Slobe • 0430 442 775
ed@skymaze.com.au

www.skymaze.com.au

•  Commercial Rigging •  Rigging & Mast Repairs •  S/S & Ally Welding/Fabrication
•  INSURANCE QUOTES & REPAIRS                   •  INSURANCE RIG CHECK REPORTS
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CAPTAIN SAIL’S REPORT

❚ Robbie Gibbs 
Captain Sail

to windward, whether 
you can cross from Port 
to Starboard and stern 
overlaps)

3) Trimmer – Always looking 
to leeward (Accountable 
for boats to leeward and 
Starboard to Port lee bow 
conversions) 

4) Bow – Always looking 
forward (Accountable for 
laylines, approach into 
marks and bow overlaps)

The evolution from the above 
is the tactical benefit, with 
each crew providing strong 
information for the skipper to 
compute. Such as:
1) Skipper (Looks at nothing) 

- Calculates decisions from 
crew feedback

2) Mainsheet (Looking to 
windward & behind) – 
Strategic feedback on boat 
is the relatives/speed, 
inside pressure and dirty 
air approaching from above 
the course (long term wind 
strategy)

3) Trimmer (Looking to 
leeward) - Strategic 
feedback on boat 
relatives/speed, land 
pressure, persistent shift 
vs oscillating shift, a firm 
focus on the compass 
(short term wind shifts)

4) Bow (Always looking 
forward) – Strategic 
feedback on immediate 
gusts by counting them 
down to assist crew, 
whilst keeping the boat 
on the right ladder rung 
with regards to course 
management, whilst takes 
the pressure of the crew 
calling time on distance 
for hoist/drops (course 
management)

As a crew you need to empower 
one another to do a set role. 
When a crew clicks, I promise 
you the results will improve. 

I’ll leave it at that for now, 
though I’m more than happy to 
chat with Members about my 
experiences sailing. Hopefully 
there’s a few pearls in the 
above for consideration.  n

Hello fellow members and 
sailors, what a few weeks we’ve 
had down at the Annexe!

Our old faithful Cape 
Naturaliste voyage was a hell 
of race, taking multiple days 
for some to complete. Whilst 
we saw the March Labour Day 
regattas host the S97, S80 
& Farr 9.2 respective state 
titles all from the Annexe. 
Congratulations are in order to 
the following RPYC winners - 
Commodore Mark Hansen (Farr 
9.2), Simon Cunningham (S97) 
and Dr Simon Torvaldsen (D2 
IRC/PHS Naturaliste Race).

With regards to sailing, our 
main focus this month has 
been on safety whilst racing. 
The key message I want to 
encourage conversation on, 
is that the skipper can only 
do so much; meaning – We’re 
needing to upskill the crew to 
assist skippers in navigating the 
racecourse. Recently we’ve had 
an increase in collisions, with 
most incidents occurring due to 
the skipper simply not seeing 
the other boat. It’s imperative, 
that crews work as one to 
ensure collisions are reduced. 

From my experience, the best 
way I found to reduce collisions 
was having clear roles for 
everyone on the boat.

We defined the roles as follow: 
1) Skipper – Looks at nothing 

other than the jib/kite and 
the oncoming sea

2) Mainsheet – Always looking 
to windward & behind 
(Accountable for boats 
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2022 SAVE the DATE
RPYC UPCOMING EVENTS FOR YOUR DIARY

Special Easter brunch, Easer Egg Hunt and 
appearance from the Easter Bunny

Good Friday – RPYC Closed

Off the Beach Presentation afternoon

Anzac Day Ceremony
Diggers Cup
Closing Day Party

Stage and Studio Production  
Wednesday Winter Series begins

Mother’s Day Brunch

Join us for Book Club

Wednesday Summer Series Lunch Presentation

Keelboat Presentation Brunch
Frostbite Race 1

Italian Night in the Wardroom

RPYC Power Yacht Opening Day

CPYC State Heat 1/ RPYC Heat 1

Frostbite Race 2

RPYC Wine Dinner

Frostbite Race 3
LLOYD Anderson Invitational Time Trial,  
CPYC State Heat 2/ RPYC Heat 2

Truffle Season arrives at RPYC –  
Set 4 course dinner in the Wardroom

New Members Ceremony
Spice and everything nice – a trip to India

Seafarer Invitational,  
CPYC State Heat 3/ RPYC Heat 3

Frostbite Race 4
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CAPTAIN POWER’S REPORT

❚ Mark Busio 
Captain Power

our past Cruising in Company 
events, continuing the 
tradition together. 

Sandy and I spent 2 weeks 
at Rottnest on Elysium over 
Christmas and the New Year, 
mostly in Stark Bay. At one 
stage there were 10 boats 
from Royal Perth in Stark, 
including Event Horizon, 
Plan C, Silverado, Maximus, 
RnD, Perelli, Smooth Moves, 
Beneteau 11, Euphoria.

Our great Club has been 
built up over many years 
on the sport of boating in 
all areas and the associated 
social interactions. As well 
as promoting an inclusive 

environment and the ability 
to access a wide range of 
activities.

The team are listening and 
looking to constantly update 
the food and beverage 
options to meet Members 
desires and expectations. So 
I encourage you all to benefit 
from all that comes with 
your Membership. Do make 
the effort to get involved in 
the many on and off water 
activities and social events 
that are on offer.

I look forward to meeting up 
with you all again soon at the 
Club or on the water. Happy 
and safe boating to you all.  n

On 24th February, with the 
help of the S97 association 
and its Members, power 
yacht Members were invited 
to participate in a specially 
organized twilight sail. 16 
power yacht Members and 
their partners, many of 
whom had never been out 
sailing before, enjoyed a 
wonderful twilight sail on 
a stunning warm evening. 
Heartfelt thanks and shout 
out to Massimiliano (Maxy) 
D’Alesio on Total Recall, 
Alistair McMichael on Silver 
Fern, Simon Plunkett on 
Terra, Tom Love on Dawn, 
David Hepburn on Jolie 
Breeze and Grant Cullen on 
Second Wind. We had Silver 
Fern and his intrepid power 
team take out line honors on 
the night. The feedback from 
everyone was extremely 
positive, with many asking 
are we going to do this 
again! Yes, let’s organise for 
sure.

It has been a very warm 
and long summer and it 
has been good to see so 
many Members getting out 
safely on the water. I have 
seen many Members getting 
together and arranging trips 
and get togethers, with many 
new friendships being forged 
throughout the Club. 

This year we decided not 
to organise the cruising in 
company trip to Mandurah 
over the March long 
weekend. Instead we put a 
hold on a number of pens 
at the Mandurah Offshore 
Fishing and Sailing Club 
so that Members who 
wished to make their own 
arrangements to travel to 
Mandurah could do so. A 
group of about 10 boats 
took the opportunity to 
travel down to Mandurah 
and spend the long weekend 
together. By all accounts and 
from the happy facebook 
posts a great time was had 
by all. It is lovely to see 
Members who have become 
friends after meeting and 
traveling with each other on 

Hello Members, Family and 
Friends.

Well, the Time trial season 
is all but upon us and we 
shall be chasing those 
precious seconds around 
the river soon. This year 
is again looking to be 
a hotly contested Club 
championship. No doubt 
both Harmonie as Club 
champions and Smooth 
Moves as consistency 
champions will be looking 
to retain those titles again 
this year.

The RPYC season will 
commence on 28th May, 
with the first CPYC state 
heat. I look forward to 
seeing you all out on the 
water having a good time 
through the winter.

For the first time in many 
years, we are planning to 
celebrate the start of the 
season with an official 
Power Opening Day. Plans 
are yet to be finalised 
but we are planning 
a sail past by power 
yachts and encourage 
all power yacht owners 
to participate. Those of 
us that are participating 
in the time trial will then 
head straight out to the 
start at South of Perth, 
whilst others are invited to 
join in the festivities and 
entertainment to be held 
on the lawn next to the 
Catalina Bar. More news to 
follow as soon as plans are 
finalised.
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To register visit https://www.rpyc.com.au/on-the-water/power-boating/ 
For additional questions, please contact our Boating Office on 9423 5504 or email boatingoperations@rpyc.com.au

RPYC POWER OPENING DAY
RPYC – Sunday 22nd May 2022

RPYC HEAT 1 // CPYC STATE HEAT 1 
SoPYC – Saturday 28th May 2022

RPYC HEAT 2 // LLOYD ANDERSON INVITATIONAL  
// CPYC STATE HEAT 2  
CYC – Sunday 12th June 2022

RPYC HEAT 3 // SEAFARER INVITATIONAL // CPYC STATE HEAT 3
RPYC – Saturday 25th June 2022

RPYC HEAT 4 // CPYC STATE HEAT 4
 RFBYC – Saturday 16th July 2022

RPYC HEAT 5 // TI TU INVITATIONAL // CPYC STATE HEAT 5
SoPYC – Saturday 30th July 2022

RPYC HEAT 6 // CORK EVANS INVITATIONAL
PFSYC – Sunday 7th August 2022

RPYC HEAT 7 // CPYC STATE HEAT 6
RPYC – Saturday 13th August 2022

RPYC HEAT 8 // KYLIE CUP INVITATIONAL // CPYC STATE HEAT 7
RFBYC – Sunday 28th August 2022

RPYC HEAT 9 // CPYC STATE HEAT 8
CYC – Saturday 10th September 2022

CPYC PRIZE NIGHT
RPYC – Friday 23rd September 2022

POWER CHANGE OF SEASON CELEBRATION
RPYC – Friday 30th September 2022

TIME  
TRIALLING  
EVENT CALENDAR 

2022 SEASON

GET INVOLVED WITH
TIME TRIALLING

RPYCAT
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OFF THE BEACH
PRESENTATION AFTERNOON

It’ll be a super casual, mega relaxing 
afternoon.  The Catalina bar will be open – 
so grab a drink, some lunch and hang out.

For further information, contact Goldie on  
9423 5519 or sailtraining@rpyc.com.au

24TH APRIL  |  1pm
Celebrate our winners and a fantastic season 

No  
Bookings 
needed
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REFINED EDGE MINI SERIES REGATTA
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11TH-13TH FEBRUARY 2022
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OFF THE BEACH – CAPTAIN DINGHIES REPORT

❚ David Hinton 
Captain Dinghies

of Charlie course, must have 
been in fine fettle and banged 
off 12 races in one session! 
Many thanks to Mike Burke 
of Brian Burke Homes who 
sponsored us again this year 
and thank you also to Cain 
and Todd McVee of Skiff Gear 
Online for their support.

The Refined Edge Mini Series 
results included the Tasar State 
Championships with Kain and 
Louise Binks taking second and 
on handicap the placings were 
1st Rebecca Best & Roger Best, 
2nd Samantha Best & Kate 
Best and 3rd Justin McAullay & 
Jess McAullay. Finns - Harmon 
McAullay, Michael McAullay, 
Paul Cornwell and Adam 
Douglas coming 1, 2, 3 and 4 
respectively.  Laser 4.7 - Fedor 
sixth, Toby Jones eighth, Sarah 
Middleton tenth and Ailee 
Milne eleventh. Radial – Antun 
Janekovic first, Lili McAullay 
second and Alistair McMichael 
fourth and first Grand Master. 
Standard – Lawson McAullay 
first and Scott Blanchard third 
and first Master. Open Skiff 
Silver was won by Skippy 
Vitale-Jones. Optimist Silver 
– Orland Ligovich second and 
Celina Trinh in her first regatta 
a very commendable 11th. 
FoilOne – top three places 
went to Ben Robinson, Kai 
Marns Morris and Will McAullay. 
BIC Techno 293 Roy Woodcock 
first, Meg McAullay third and in 
the Windfoil – Darryl Griffiths 
second.  For the Para Sailing 
State championships - Hansa 
Liberty - Genevieve Wickham 
was first, Elliott Coe second 
and Jayden Bosveld third in his 
first regatta.  Hansa 303 – Bryce 
Hinton was first and Thisura 
was second. 

Late February the ILCA State 
Championships were hosted 
by The Cruising Yacht Club, 
Rockingham. Before we go 
any further let me explain the 
Laser is now called the ILCA 
dinghy (due to a manufactures 
trademark dispute) with 
the classifications of 4.7, 
Radial and Standard are now 
referenced as ILCA4, ILCA6 and 
ILCA7 respectively. The racing 
was held in the pristine clear 

The Nyoongar season of 
Bunuru which runs from 
February to March is very 
appropriately known as the 
Second summer and gee, 
have we experienced some 
scorchers this year. Very soon 
we will be moving into Djeran 
which our learned indigenous 
friends note as having cooler 
evenings and lighter winds 
that swing from South East to 
South West.

Over 150 boats and boards 
descended on the Club 
for the 2022 Refined Edge 
Mini Series.  This regatta is 
renowned for its atmosphere 
of inclusiveness and this 
annual event is the pinnacle 
marquee event of the Clubs 
calendar. The Race Officers 
across the three courses did 
an outstanding job getting in 
the racing in a smorgasbord 
of conditions. Saturday was 
an early wafty South Westerly 
that built to a punchy gusty 
sea breeze over the course 
of the day. On Sunday, the 
breeze came in from the 
South-East at a random 10 
knots.  On Alpha course it 
was quite fickle at times 
especially at mark roundings 
with places easily dropped 
or gained.  Establishing that 
inside overlap at the bottom 
mark was super critical. With 
the success of the Boards 
program, the increasing 
number of sailors and the 
attraction of the Board race 
format a dedicated Boards 
course was held on Melville 
Water East. Nick Robinson, RO 

blue waters off Palm Beach. 
On Saturday, the wind took a 
while to settle down, however, 
the Start team was well and 
truly settled in frying eggs, 
bacon and onions on the back 
of the start boat. The smell of 
cooking onions got the sailors 
cranked up and after an hour 
or so with the wind clocking 
right 120 degrees it settled 
into what the locals said was 
the normal direction. It then 
built to a healthy 25 knots or 
more by late afternoon.   While 
the water was flat, the bullets 
came through thick and fast 
with many sailors capsizing. 
Sunday morning saw 
somewhat lighter, but flukier 
conditions with a warm land 
based South Easterly.  Three 
races were held on Sunday 
with yours truly and Adam 
Douglas playing the Masters 
card and retiring gracefully to 
the beach after two races. RPYC 
was well and truly represented 
with 14 of our sailors 
competing across the ILCA 4, 
6 and 7. Some outstanding 
results were recorded. In the 
ILCA7 – Richard Maher was 
first, Lawson McAullay second 
and first Under 21, Mike 
McAullay second Master and 
Adam Douglas second Grand 
Master. ILCA6 – Lili McAullay 
first female, second under 
19 and fourth overall; Issac 
Biczo first under 17 and Antun 
Janekovic third under 19 fifth 
overall and yours truly first 
Grand Master. Congratulations 
to all of the sailors and thank 
you to the parents and RPYC 
volunteers who assisted. This 
level of participation speaks 
volumes for the ILCA fleet at 
RPYC which continues to grow 
and attract young female and 
male sailors. The different rig 
sizes, quality of coaching and 
the camaraderie of the sailors 
make it the place to be.

Across the March long 
weekend there was plenty 
of action away from Crawley 
with several of our sailors 
heading South to the In the 
Trees Regatta at Walpole Yacht 
Club. This is a yardstick event, 
with our sailors scoring some 
top results in the ILCAs, first 

was Liam Cox with Ailee Milne 
4th, Adam Douglas 7th and 
Tony Jones 9th with the father 
and daughter team of Paul 
and Hannah Cornwell placed 
11th in the Mirrors. Meanwhile 
on Geographe Bay James 
Williams won the State JD 
championships held as part of 
the WA Skiff Regatta.

With the generous support 
of Tony Strickland and the 
S80 Association a rock star 
team of Antun Janekovic, 
Lawson McAullay, Will 
McAullay, Lachy Hawkins 
and Brendan Penstone put in 
the training and teamed up 
to compete in the S80 States 
Championships at the Annexe.   
The lads recorded some solid 
performances on the first two 
days but with the gooseneck 
giving up on the Monday.  
There is some momentum and 
excitement starting to happen 
with this as we look forward to 
the arrival of the Elliott 7s soon 
and sailing them in the Diggers 
Cup.

The end of the season is almost 
upon us but there is still quite 
a bit of fun yet to come before 
we wrap up. Who will be the 
last sailor standing in the arena 
after the knock em down - drag 
em out Gladiator Challenge 
on 10 April? There is also the 
End of Season Party on 24 April 
with racing in the morning and 
a lunch time party. 

Several of our board and ILCA 
sailors are gearing up for the 
Victoria Youth Championships. 
This is a critical regatta for 
selection for the Youth Worlds 
in The Netherlands in July. 
Several sailors also have their 
eye on the ILCA Worlds in 
Mexico and the ILCA Youth 
Worlds in Texas. All the best in 
your preparations.

In closing don’t forget to 
vote for your favourite sailor, 
volunteer or Coach in the 2022 
Club Awards. Voting is open 
and it is really easy to nominate 
with voting closing on 14 April 
2022 so jump online.

See you on the water.  n



IN THE WIND 04 : 202230

DIVISION 2 REPORT

When Jamie Mercer asked me 
to write the Division 2 Report I 
thought it might be interesting 
to go back in time to the 
establishment of Division 2 to 
see how it has changed and 
perhaps by “reading the tea 
leaves” discern any interesting 
trends and possibly where it 
will go in the future.

Division 2 was established 
for the 1993/1994 Season 
and was primarily a contest 
between racer/cruisers which 
reflected early IOR designs 
such as Viking 30s, S&S 30s, 
S&S 34s, Petersen 30s, Cole 
32s, Spirit 28s and 
J24s. While the 
yachts ranged in 
size from 24 feet 
to 34 feet they 
had much in 
common in 
their design 
with full 

displacement hulls, lots of 
tumblehome, fat beams and 
pointy bows and sterns. At 
the time I was the proud new 
owner of a Viking 30 and 
climbing a steep learning 
curve in how to sail boats 
with those characteristics, 
particularly with a spinnaker 
up in a fresh breeze, when 
they can be alarming! 
Racing one of those old “IOR 
boats” successfully in strong 
winds requires courage and 
considerable skill but they 
do compensate for their bad 
manners under spinnaker by 
also making fine, safe cruising 
boats.

The grand old ladies of our 
fleet are without doubt 
the S&S 34s. They are the 

only survivors of the early 
Div 2 boats still racing 

regularly and are still very 
competitive. The S&S 34 

is a truly classic design 
with a remarkable 

record as an offshore 
racer and blue water 

cruiser. Personally 

I find the sweet sweep of 
the yacht’s quarter sailing 
to windward, the way the 
bow wave’s second crest 
follows the hull’s curves to the 
transom, a joy to behold.

In the 2010/2011 season we 
saw modern cruiser/racer 
designs such as Big Diamond 
(a Dufour 32) and Free Spirits 
(a Bavaria 34) competing in 
Division 2. With the benefit of 
modern design they are fast 
and manoeuvrable and better 

behaved under spinnaker 
than the early IOR yachts. Big 
Diamond is consistently at 
or near the front of the Div 2 
fleet.

A further evolution in 
the fleet has been the 
introduction of “planing” 
yachts which, while often 
smaller, can break through 
the “hull speed” barrier and 
achieve exhilarating speeds 
downwind. The earliest 
references I can find to ▲
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DIVISION 2 REPORT Barry O’Toole, Guest Fleet Representative

blow when she can lift her 
skirts and fly downwind at 
double digit speeds with full 
rudder authority and no “bad 
manners”.

Ragnar, another lightweight 
yacht capable of planing 
easily, joined Div 2 in 
2015/2016. She is well sailed 
in all conditions but she excels 
in light winds. Ragnar has an 
extendable bowsprit and is 
set up for flying asymmetric 
spinnakers. How about giving 
it a go next time it blows hard 
Graham? They are much easier 
to handle than a symmetrical 
spinny.

We now have three more 
“planing” yachts sailing 
regularly in Div 2……
Apparition (a J/70), Smoke 
on the Water (an Elliott 7.5) 
and Melée (a Melges 24). All 

of these boats are ultra light, 
fly asymetrics and can plane 
easily. They are exciting boats 
to sail and “punch above their 
weight”.

So, in 25 years Div 2 has 
evolved from a fleet of 
relatively uniform design 
characteristics to what we 
have today, a mixture of 
displacement hull and planing 
yachts between 22 feet and 34 
feet. At first blush it may seem 
incongruous to pit such widely 
different designs against each 
other but it does make the 
competition more interesting 
because the displacement 
boats excel to windward and 
the planing boats have their 
turn downwind.

We will have to wait and 
see what the future holds 
but in the meantime the 
modernisation of the fleet is 
a welcome trend which has 
made the competition more 
interesting and exciting.  n

“planing” yachts competing 
in Div 2 are Eric O (a Sonar) in 
2004/2005 and then the BW8s 
which briefly sailed in Div 2 in 
2007/2008.

I was absent from Div 2 for 
about 10 years until I acquired 
True South in 2011. I believe 
she was the first “planing” 
boat to race regularly in 
Div 2 as well as the first to 
(sometimes) race with an 
asymmetric spinnaker in 
Div 2. True South relishes a 

▲
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DIVISION 3 REPORT Mal Wilson, Fleet Representative

Hello all, it’s that time 
again when we share all 
the excitement that exists 
around Division 3 activity… 
Not so fast, not a lot has 
changed on Saturday racing. 
With the end of the season 
approaching it seems that 
Div 3 will only have a fleet of 
4 or 5 regulars. The invitation 
is definitely out to any other 
boats to join us. 

We have already reported 
that Peter on Amber (little 
rocket) and Alistair on Green 
Flash (very tidy ship) have 
been up there in the results. 
However, of late, one Barry 
on Argo (the teal terror) has 
made a late bid for honours 
with these three being neck 
and neck at time of writing. 
Seems that Simon on Farr 
4 (fantastic) is hedging his 
bets for results in Division 
1 with Prime Target (Green 
machine). Peter has also 
been stand in skipper on 
Seahawk in another division 
where he is putting up 
results which will definitely 
affect Pat’s handicap. Nice 
work Peter. Lookout for any 
other latecomers who just 
might like a share of the 
action.

Something more 
encouraging is the Div C 
participation with up to 
14 boats on the start line. 
Usually makes for interesting 
racing and has attracted a 
couple of other 27’s to join 
us on the first Wednesday of 
the month. We’ve seen a very 
impressive improvement 
by Steve on Vanadis scoring 
three firsts in quick time 
and taking out the 2nd mini 
series by a large margin. Well 
done guys. Mini series three 
would seem to come down 
to a battle between Vanadis, 
Shamrock, Osprey, Mon Petit 
Beneteau, also Breakin Even 
somewhere in amongst it. 
Frank on Swanny Weaver has 
travelled south with family 
commitments and will be 
away for 4 to 5 weeks. He will 
be sorely missed along with 
Mark and Helen as they have 

undoubtedly been the fastest 
team in our fleet of late.

On a different tack, your scribe 
has had the opportunity to 
do some volunteering at the 
Refined Edge Mini Series and 
the States for S80’s, S97’s 
and Farr 9.2’s. You must take 
your hat off to all our Club 
volunteers who turn up every 
week without fail. They do 
an amazing job. Guess what? 
you meet a bunch of friendly, 
welcoming people. I had 
the good fortune of being 
assigned to the mark boat 
with Hilary and Kingsley. Talk 
about a three day master class 

on setup and tactics. Thanks 
to both of them. If you are 
ever in a position to do so, I 
would strongly recommend 
you do some volunteering, as 
you have the best seat in the 
house to watch how the top 
guns do their stuff. A real eye 
opener.

On yet another tack, on 
Wednesday last I was doing 
chores on the boat prior to 
racing and spotted a halo 
around the sun. This rare 
phenomenon is caused by the 
refraction of light through high 
level ice crystals contained 
in cirrus clouds and is also 

known as the 22 degree halo, 
Sun dog, Sunbow or Whirling 
Rainbow. Apparently, some 
ancient tribes consider this 
indicates a time of change. 

Hopefully we could expect 
more boats will turn up to 
race on Saturdays? In the 
meantime I will take it that 
Breakin Even’s mast has been 
blessed as captured on picture 
and we will have a successful 
end to the season.

Wishing you all a successful 
end to your season. All the 
best, see you on the start 
line.  n
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❚ The Handover

❚ Ordinary Seaman Shedden

▲

ENDEAVOUR 24 REPORT

REFLECTIONS OF A FIRST 
TIME BOAT OWNER
There are several quotes 
that have significantly 
impacted my life. Foremost 
of these is “the best boat is 
your mate’s boat”: the joy 
of an afternoon sail, trips 
to Rottnest, drinks on the 
river with the best view 
in town - all without the 
hassle. As they say, BOAT: 
‘bring on another thousand’ 
- maintaining a pearly white 
deck, wrestling barnacles 
from the hull, patching sails, 
worrying about road rules…
not your problem when 
you’re a mate!

This mantra served me 
well for years. What started 
with one progressed to 
five captains in my inner 
circle - I could basically 
pick my evening for a sail! 
Surely there was none 
as wise as me. And yet…

the more I capitalised on 
my connections the more 
my thoughts turned to 
another maxim: “only boring 
people get bored”; I could 
never match the sense of 
satisfaction of my boat 
owning peers.

This didn’t just apply to 
the obvious either (say 
crowing about their latest 
paint job). With what can 
only be attributed to the 
same…‘tick’…that drives a 
person to scale mountains, I 
could see that each setback 

brought with it a sense of 
accomplishment. Repairing a 
collapsed bulkhead, brawling 
over shore anchoring at 
Rottnest, endless scrubbing 
and maintenance…when 
listening to the tales I couldn’t 
help but conjure the image of 
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❚ Captain Muskett

❚ A minor setback

▲

ENDEAVOUR 24 REPORT Hugh Shedden , Guest Fleet Representative

where I’d been whilst these 
shenanigans were occurring: 
feet-up, air-con, beer in hand, 
accomplishing zip…and 
started wondering if I was 
really so clever after all…

Time only increased my 
suspicions that the way to 
truly enjoy the water was 
to master the challenges 
in getting there. So, 
after a couple of years of 
deliberations, relentless peer 
pressure, and the perfect 
opportunity arising it was 
time to ‘get on board’ and I 
made the move to purchase 
Vagabond.

Now, I have a confession. 
Despite what the licensing 
papers and tone of this 
article suggest, I’m actually 
not a Captain. That title 
belongs to Mia Muskett 
- I’ve been relegated to 
the position of ‘Seaman 
Shedden’ (‘ordinary’ 

seaman according to some). 
The boat was her birthday 
present. Accusations that this 
was the latest in a string of 
mutually beneficial gifts – a 
beer dispensing wine barrel, 
registration in an Ironman I 
was already competing in etc. 
– are simply unfounded.

Many people have helped us 
find our sea legs, and whilst 
I can’t name them all, a few 
shout-outs are in order:
 Tony Finch - thanks for 

passing on the baton with 
Vagabond. Apparently you 
used to win everything 
whereas we seem to have 
trouble outpacing nearby 
swans…evidently we have a 
few tricks to learn.

 Nick Challenor – your time 
and energy have been 
greatly appreciated. I 
suspect few would display 
your level zen enduring 
my quickly escalating (and 
vocal) frustration with 
whatever piece of kit I’m 
wrestling with at the time.

 Man Mohan – could sell ice 
in Antarctica. Without your 
unwavering enthusiasm 

I have little doubt 
that Vagabond would 
currently have a different 
owner.

 The Owner(s?) of Eliza 
– cheers for the beer 
on Saturday. Hope you 
enjoyed your song…

True to form, owning a boat 
has already thrown a few 
curve balls. The first time 
Mia and I took it out we 
decided the smart move 
was to sail back into the 
pen. Subsequently - to stop 
us slamming into the jetty - I 
came close to tearing my 
arm off grabbing whatever 
line was nearby and Mia 
performed some impressive 
acrobatics over the bow 
(note: we were successful).

We’ve also had our first 
maintenance problem: the 
boom has detached from 
the mast (check out the 
photo). But hey, boom or no 
boom, the best boat is now 
my boat (…I mean Mia’s…), 
I’m definitely not bored, 
and just you wait for how 
satisfied I’ll be once I’ve 
figured out how to fix it.  n
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FARR 9.2 REPORT

In the previous edition of 
the Farr 9.2 report, we had 
just completed heats four 
and five of the Farr 9.2 Metro 
Series, and were preparing for 
the State Championships in 
March. Since then, the metro 
series has continued into 
heats six and seven, and some 
very close racing in the State 
Championships made for a 
great weekend. Read on for 
details.

Going into heat six, the 
standings for the Swan River 
Metro series had Itinerant 
(Mark Hansen) in first position, 
with Elusive (Richard Brisbane-
Cohen) and Seahawk (Pat 
Jones) only a handful of 
points behind. Being just 
over half-way through 
the series, the trophy 
is far from decided 
at this stage. Royal 
Freshwater Bay 
Yacht Club (RFBYC) 

hosted the fleet for heat six, 
with a refreshing return to 
typical summer sea-breeze 
conditions after a week of hot 
and still afternoons. Farr Far 
Away (James Baker), sailing 
a brand-new number one jib, 
broke out first for an early lead, 
but it was Elusive who caught 
up soon after and managed to 
hold their first place across the 
finish.

Consistency results for heat 
six had Frenzy (Murray Rowe) 
first, Farrlap (Andrew Hossen) 

second and The 
Black Smoke (Jeremy 
Kerr) third. All of 
the placing teams 
managed to rush 
back from the 
finish line 
to their 
pens, 
and 
then 
over 

breeze, giving the fleet plenty 
of opportunity for strategic 
sailing on the upwind reaches. 
All three of Farr Far Away, 
Elusive, and Lionheart (Warren 
Westaway) exchanged lead 
over the course of the day, 
with Elusive managing to 
hold it into Como and across 
the finish line, with Lionheart 
only eight seconds behind. 
Consistency results had 
Lionheart first, Frenzy second 
and Farr Far Away third. 
Being fastest across the line, 
Elusive extend their streak of 
consecutive wins to three, and 
they now overtake Itinerant 
into first place in the series.

The final two heats of the 
Swan River Metro Series 
will be held in late March 
and mid-April, and are 
sure to feature some very 
competitive racing for the 
series trophy. We’ll keep you 
updated on results!

to RFBYC, making for a great 
representation of the fleet at 
presentation of results.

With their win in heat six, Elusive 
is now only four points behind 
Itinerant in the championship 
standings, and is building up 
inertia with two firsts in a row.

On to heat seven in late 
February, hosted by South of 
Perth Yacht club (SoPYC) as 
part of their Saturday afternoon 
racing series. Team Itinerant 
was unable to compete, instead 

on the hardstand for 
some much-needed 
repairs in preparation 
for the upcoming State 
Championships. This 
leaves the door wide 
open for a change in 
series leader, especially 
with Elusive on their 
current winning streak. 
The day’s conditions 
were another classic sea 

❚	 The	Farr	9.2	fleet	at	the	State	Championships❚ Itinerant, Lionheart, Frenzy and Elusive at the State Championships

❚ Itinerant skipper Mark Hansen and Elusive team 
Richard	Brisbane-Cohen	and	Robert	Rigo	after	State	
Championships results 

❚ Seahawk at the State Championships ❚ The Black Smoke at the State Championships 

▲
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FARR 9.2 REPORT Jeremy Kerr, Farr 9.2 Association President

Photos courtesy Lindsay Preece at Ironbark Photos

❚	 The	Farr	9.2	fleet	at	the	State	Championships	

❚ Seahwak and 
Elusive at the State 
Championships 

❚ The Black Smoke, Itinerant and Elusive at the State Championships

Leaving the familiar 
surroundings of Melville 
Waters for a few days, the 
Farr 9.2 fleet ducked under 
the Fremantle bridges to 
head out to the annual State 
Championships, this year 
at RPYC Annexe. Recent 
history had the racing held 
in Cockburn Sound, hosted 
by The Cruising Yacht Club 
(TCYC). This year we had 
diverged from tradition 
and joined the S80 and S97 
fleets for a combined State 
Championships event, with 
eight races over three days in 
Owen Anchorage.

Even through there was a 
last-minute (COVID-induced) 
reduction in social plans 
over the states weekend, we 
felt very welcomed by the 
S80 and S97 teams in joining 
their regular event, which by 
now has become a very slick 
operation, very much made 
possible by the generous 
contributions of a team of 
volunteers. We would like to 
extend our thanks for all for 
making this such a successful 
states weekend for us 9.2 
newcomers.

After three days of extremely 
competitive windward/
leeward racing, the 
championship points were 
equal between first and 
second place, with the winner 

being decided on countback. 
Podium results were:
Farr 9.2 State Championships 
– championship:
1. Itinerant (Mark Hansen)
2. Elusive (Richard Brisbane-

Cohen)
3. The Black Smoke (Jeremy 

Kerr)

Farr 9.2 State Championships 
– consistency:
1. Farrlap (Andrew Hossen)
2. Frenzy (Murray Rowe)
3. Lionheart (Warren 

Westaway)

See the Farr 9.2 Association 
website at http://farr92.asn.
au/ for full standings and 
individual race results.

In other news, the Farr 9.2 
Farrago has recently found a 
new owner in Gerald Bergsma. 
After a long stint at RFBYC, 
Gerald has sailed Farrago 
closer to home at Mandurah 
Offshore Fishing and Sailing 
Club, and is planning to get 
out racing in club events, in 
addition to a few upgrades for 
the cruising too. While Farrago 
isn’t likely to be joining us 
for many river races, we’re 
looking forward to having 
another 9.2 out for some 
ocean sailing. Welcome to the 
fleet, Gerald!  n

▲
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S80 REPORT

The over the line results in 
the concluding February 
12th heats of the S80 WA 
Swan River Championship 
windward/leeward series 
came down to seconds in 
close competition with 1st 
place in heat 5 going to 
Frakka (Annette Koenders), 
and Shadowfax (Jim/Mark 
Gooding) taking the first 
place points in Heat 6. Fusion 
(Bob Hay) took out 2nd 
place in both heats. It was a 
disappointing no-show for The 
Fifth Element (Les Marshall) 
who was points leader in 
Heats 1 – 4 and looked set to 
make a season comeback after 
a long absence.

It was a different story the 
following week with heats 
4 & 5 of the UK Sailmakers 
S80 Championship where 
Shadowfax (Mark Gooding) 
took out both 1st places ahead 
of Rum Runner (John Guhl) 
in 2nd place for both heats. 
Fusion (Bob Hay) finished 3rd 
in heat 3 and Frakka (Annette 
Koenders) likewise in heat 4. 

The season’s windward – 
leeward events are always 
hotly contested in the 
S80 fleet and provide a 
valuable lead up to the State 
Championships held each 
year over the March long-
weekend. This year’s titles 
were contested by 11 boats 

representing Royal Perth 
Yacht Club, South of Perth 
Yacht Club, Mounts Bay Sailing 
Club, Koombana Bay Sailing 

Club and Mandurah Yacht 
Club. We shared the water 
again with the S97 fleet and 
were joined for the first time 

▲
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S80 REPORT By Jeff Crookes, Fleet Representative

by the Farr 9.2 fleet, making 
race organisation a bit more 
of a challenge for RO Pamela 
Strickland and her team.

Congratulations to all the 
competitors and a huge 
thank you to all volunteers 
and supporters who helped 
make the event a success. 
Special thanks go also to 
Travis and his team, plus the 
RPYC hospitality staff who 
helped make the event work 
under some tight Covid 19 
restrictions. Sadly, the limits 
on venue numbers meant that 
the planned catering over four 

days had to be cancelled, 
which meant that the gala 
atmosphere of the weekend 
was somewhat lacking.

On the brighter side, the 
weather conditions were 
superb and from around race 
3 the breezes were pretty-
well as forecast, producing 
some of the closest racing 
we've witnessed in a while. 
The conclusion to the 
championship came down 
to the final race on day 3 
with a superbly fought dual 
between Shadowfax (Mark 
Gooding) and Miss Behaving 
(Phil Slee) with Phil taking 
out the series once again. 
Escape (Darrin Tinley) 
finished in overall 3rd place.

All races and other results 
can be found at: https://
www.rpyc.com.au/events/
s80-s97-farr-9-2-state-
championships/

Congratulations to Phil Slee 
and the crew of Miss Behavin' 
for taking out the 2022 S80 
State Championship ahead 
of Shadowfax (Mark Gooding) 
Also, to Frakka (Annette 
Koenders) and her crew for 
winning the Consistency.

Just for something a little 
different, S80 WA invited 
a youth team to sail in the 
States using S80 training boat 
Grand Piano. This provided 
a teamwork opportunity at 
a brisk competitive level in a 
keelboat class competing in a 
major local regatta.

The team comprised of 
Antun Janekovic - Helm, 
Lachy Hawkins - Trim, 
Lawson McAullay – Main, Will 
McAullay - Bow. (cousins) – 
Brendon Penistone - Mast. 
Coming originally out of 
the RPYC Optimist program 
previously competing at 
National and International 
level, these guys have been 
grounded for the past 2 years 
due to Covid restrictions, but 
by all accounts had a ball and 
in all respects did well with 
an overall 5th place in the 
S80 Championship results.  n

▲



IN THE WIND 04 : 202240

FOR THE  
LOVE OF 
PASTA
It’s an Italian Pasta 
Friday Night Grill!

FRIDAY  
20TH MAY 
From 6:30pm

Enjoy Chef Simon’s  
a la carte Pasta menu,  
but make sure you  
leave room for his  
amazing desserts.

Book now on 9423 5511 or 
bookings@rpyc.com.au

WHEN CAN YOU  
DINE AT THE CLUB?

ALL DAY BRUNCH
SUNDAY  8:30am - 3pm

LUNCH
MONDAY* TO SUNDAY  11:30am - 3pm 
Bar Snacks and A la Carte menu
*MONDAY:  Rolls, sandwiches and pies 

DINNER
TUESDAY NIGHT  6pm - late 
Roast – changes weekly
WEDNESDAY NIGHT  5pm - 7:30pm 
Pizza
THURSDAY NIGHT  6pm - late 
Catalina Bar – A la Carte casual meals
FRIDAY NIGHT  6pm - late 
Grill – A la Carte

Wardroom 

Friday 
Night  
Grill

A GREAT WAY TO 
START THE WEEKEND!
BRING THE FAMILY 
DOWN FOR THE BEST 
GRILL IN TOWN
6pm -  Late
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❚ Hornet’s Nest 2022 Consistency State Champion - “Ironbark Photos”❚ 2022 GBRW Terra Leading their division - “Tim Campbell Photography”

S97 REPORT Shandel & Maxy D’Alesio, Fleet Representatives

We are approaching the end 
of the summer sailing season 
and the S97 fleet has been 
busy during the past three 
months.

The 2022 State Championship 
was organized by the S97 
Association in conjunction 
with Royal Perth Yacht Club, 
the S80 Association and, for 
the first time, the Farr 9.2 
Association. The event was 
held in Owen Anchorage 
waters during the labour day 
long weekend with light wind 
conditions for all three days. 
The S97 fleet, composed 
of nine boats, was hosted 
at the Annexe in Fremantle 
and the whole program of 
eight races was completed 
between Saturday the 5th 
and Monday the 7th of March. 
Congratulations to Simon 
Cunningham on Skallagrigg 
who won the championship 
with a very convincing score 
(1-2-1-1-1-1-1-[DNS]). Alastair 
McMichael on Silver Fern came 
in second with a consistent 
series (2-1-2-3-2-[5]-2-3). Bill 
Quinn on Dejavu was third 

on the podium with some 
good results (3-4-6-4-3-[7]-
4-2). The consistency state 
title went to Steve Cowle on 
Hornet’s Nest. Unfortunately, 
the social component of the 
championship this year was 
restricted due to Covid but 
there was still opportunity 
for safe socialising and 
community building onshore 
among the participants. It was 
nice to see the Far 9.2 fleet 
joining the S97s and S80s for 
their state championship this 
year and we hope this format 
for the event will be repeated 
next year.

Terra and Jolie Breeze made 
the trip to Busselton to attend 
the Geographe Bay Race 
Week, which was hosted by 
Geographe Bay Yacht Club 
from the 5th to the 11th of 
February 2022. Weather 
conditions during the week 
varied from a cold front with 
heavy rain and gusts up to 38 
knots to sunny and 12 knots 
to suit all boats and crews. 
Simon Plunkett on Terra won 
in the S97 fleet (composed of 5 
boats) and David Hepburn on 
Jolie Breeze came in second. 
Nigel Chesterfield-Evans 
finished third on Satchmo 

(previously known as Fistina), 
which he recently purchased 
from Warren Morris at Royal 
Perth Yacht Club before 
moving her to Busselton. It 
was a great week of sailing 
and fun, so hopefully more 
boats from Perth will attend 
next year.

All photos are courtesy of 
Lindsay Preece (“Ironbark 
Photos”) and Tim Campbell 
(Tim Campbell Photography). 
We are very thankful to 
Lindsay and Tim for their 
contribution to our beautiful 
sport in Western Australia.  n

❚ Skallagrigg 2022 State Champion – 
photo by crew member’s mum

❚ S97’s during 2022 State Championship -  “Ironbark Photos”

❚ S97’s S80’s & Farr 9.2’s 2022 State Championship -  “Ironbark Photos”
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NEW MEMBERS NIGHT
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OFFSHORE REPORT
It has been a busy period for 
RPYC.  The Club has been the 
Organising Authority for two 
most recent Offshore races.  

THE ISLAND RACE
What a great day of racing.  
Perfect weather and breeze with 
a nice sea state, contributed to a 
fantastic race around Rottnest.  
Atomic Blonde, Huckleberry, 
Wasabi and Wyuna represented 
RPYC among the fleet of 16 
yachts.  The largest being 
Crush (FSC), a TP52 and the 
smallest King Canute (SOPYC) a 
Spacesailor 27.  

Royal Perth introduced a focus 
on Women and Youth sailors 
for this event.  It was pleasing 
to see most yachts support 
this initiative by offering crew 
positions to female sailors 
as well as young people.  
Congratulations to the RPYC 
Yachts. Nick White’s’ Wasabi, 
was 1st on PHC in Division 1; 

only imagine that our General 
Manager Stuart, who was on 
radio duties at Naturaliste was 
a wee bit concerned about a 
lightning strike on his aerial!  

The foredecks were busy on 
this race. They hoisted kites 
of every shape and size, code 
zeros and genoas.  Constantly 
being summoned from their 
off-watch comas to assist in 
whichever change was being 
dreamt up in fantasyland.  
Listening to the radio calls on 
Naturaliste early on Saturday 
we could tell that there was a 
battle royal happening for the 
race to the top mark.  Crush 
was first around the virtual 
mark followed by Enterprise 
NG and then Weapon of 
Choice.  

Atomic Blonde turned at 
the mark early on Saturday, 
hoisting the Zero we went 
west to the rhumb line chasing 
Checkmate and Lithium. Al 
Fresco too had rounded earlier 
and was off home.  Behind 
us Fourth Dimension and 

▲

Simon Torvaldsen’s Atomic 
Blonde was First in Division 
2 IRC, and Huckleberry, was 
Third in Div 2 PHS.

THE 58TH CAPE 
NATURALISTE AND 
RETURN RACE
A signature race for RPYC, 10 
yachts crossed the line at 1800 
on Friday 11th March.  A light 
easterly breeze confirmed the 
BOMs weather forecast at the 
briefing the previous evening.  
The fleet bobbed off into a 
golden sunset with kites up.  
All knew it was going to be a 
difficult sail to keep the boats 
going.  On Atomic Blonde, 
the routing at that point had 
an expected finishing time 
on Tuesday!  AB was the 
only RPYC yacht on the start. 
However, the usual suspects 
were scattered across the 
fleet.  Kingsley Piesse was 
directing navigation on Crush 
(TP52), Chris Hopkins and 

Simon Cunningham were on 
Weapon of Choice. Checkmate 
had some RPYC members 
including Will McAullay.  
Ghosting along in the light 
breeze behind the anchored 
tankers, we turned south at 
the western windmill as the 
sun sank below the horizon.  

The soft breezes made the 
going slow.  Some went west 
of the Rhumb line, some 
stayed closer to it.  The TP and 
two Fast 40s choosing slightly 
different courses, and the TP 
settling in to her own speed, 
eventually heading east.  The 
rest of the fleet behind making 
stately progress through the 
holes in the breeze. The Edge, 
a Jeanneau 3200, sailing 
double-handed bringing up 
the rear.  On Atomic Blonde 
we could see Checkmate (King 
40) and Lithium (J122), ahead 
and further west.  We were 
entertained all night by an 
amazing lightning show which 
raged across the sky from west 
to east and was still going 
at dawn on Saturday.  I can 

❚ Island Race ❚ Island Race
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OFFSHORE REPORT Hilary Arthure, Representative

▲

Sagacious IV.  The Edge had by 
then decided that with such 
slow progress, it was best to 
withdraw.  

The forecast breeze had 
started to come in from the 
SW and we saw up to 15 knots.  
The zero was eventually 
swopped for the A 1.5, and 
then the S2.  As the sun went 
down on Saturday, we could 
hear on the radio that Crush 
was well on the way home.  
The breeze came and went 
with a sloppy swell making it 
hard to keep the boat going 
as it would come across the 
boat and throw her off course 
easily.  It seemed to take 
forever before we made our 
radio calls from abeam of 
Coventry Reef.  But we could 
hear that Weapon of Choice 
had pipped Enterprise NG to 
the windmills as their radio 
calls there, were minutes 
apart.  They eventually 
finished 2nd and 3rd over 
the line just two minutes 
apart, an amazing result 
after 200 miles of racing.  
Atomic Blonde returned 
to her pen in the Annexe 
at 0630.  Behind us Fourth 
Dimension and Sagacious IV.  
Fourth Dimension displayed 
huge patience in finishing at 
1600 on Sunday afternoon.  
What an effort.  Sagacious IV 
withdrew and motored home.  

The sailors had a long 
and at times tedious race 
on water; but so did the 
Race Management Team.  
There was the Start Team 

on Challenger, those who 
maintained a constant 
listening watch until late 
on Sunday afternoon at 
Fremantle, Stuart Walton who 
had a mobile radio tower at 
the Cape, and then those who 
were dispatched to South 
Mole to finish the yachts.  
Each of these people are 
volunteers.  What an amazing 
group.  Thank you all from the 
offshore fleet for your time, 
expertise and friendly voices 
keeping us company on the 
radio.  

Weapon of Choice was the 
winner in Division 1 IRC, 
followed by Enterprise NG 
and Crush.  On PHC (DIV 1), it 

was Enterprise NG, Weapon 
of Choice and Crush in 3rd 
position. In Division 2, Atomic 
Blonde was the winner on 
both IRC and PHS, followed by 
Fourth Dimension.  

The Naturaliste and Return 
Race is always an interesting 
outing. It certainly was for 
this, the 58th version.  The 
time of the year means the 
race is always affected by the 
transitioning seasons. For 
this reason, the weather is 
unpredictable. This race can 
give the yachts competing a 
little bit of everything.  All part 
of ocean racing! It would be 
fantastic to see a few more 
RPYC yachts taking on the 

challenge for the 59th running 
of this race in 2023.

BUT WAIT!!!! THERE IS 
MORE…GOOD LUCK DOT!
Best wishes to Dorothy Bell 
who finally departs on her 
Clipper Round the World 
adventure in mid-April.  The 
current Clipper race was 
abandoned in the Philippines 
two years ago, but now it is 
restarting.  Dot will be joining 
the Dare to Lead Team in 
Seattle.  Her route will take her 
through the Panama Canal to 
New York, and then across the 
Atlantic to Derry.  Good luck 
Dot.  If you would like to follow 
her progress, the website is, 
clipperroundtheworld.com.  n

❚ Island Race
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Pen and Hardstand  
sub Committee

Your General Committee has formed a subcommittee to review Pens and Hard standing.

This is chaired by Rob Scharnell and consists of Captain Sail, 
Captain Power and the General Manager. We’ve purposely 
kept it lean, as we want to establish a new Policy and 
supporting documentation for the allocation of pens and 
hardstand area for members who are wanting to be involved 
in our great Club.

We wish to encourage more boating engagement in Club 
events from our members who occupy an important but 
finite resource of the Club.

Our great Club has been built up over many years on the 
sport of boating in all areas and the associated social 
interactions. Whilst we provide a fantastic venue for penning 

our boats in wet pens and on hardstands, we are not just a 
Marina, but a Club that provides an outstanding venue for 
socialising with friends and family on our vast grounds and 
club house. 

As well as promoting an inclusive enviroment and the ability 
to access a wide range of activities.

The team are listening and looking to constantly update the 
food and beverage options to meet members desires and 
expectations. So I encourage you all to benefit from all that 
comes with your membership.  Do make the effort to get 
invoved in the many on and off water activities and social 
events that are on offer.  n

When is your 
CLUB OPEN
over Easter?
GOOD FRIDAY: 15/04/2022 
Club Closed

EASTER SATURDAY: 16/04/2022 
Club Open. Normal Trading Hours 10am to 7pm

EASTER SUNDAY: 17/04/2022 
Club Open for Easter Brunch only  
0900 – 1400 hours. A la carte Menu

EASTER MONDAY: 18/04/2022 
Wardroom Open  
Kitchen closed. Sandwiches, rolls and pies available
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RACE MANAGEMENT Phillippa Berkhout, Race Management Team

A volunteer is a person who 
freely offers to undertake a 
task, and what a wonderful 
team of volunteers we have 
on Race Management.

Sometimes there are 
multiple events in one 
week – Saturday sailing, 
Swan River Retro (Sunday), 
Night racing (Tuesday), and 
Twilight (Thursday), all of 
which need a team for the 
start, finish and safety. 

As volunteers we facilitate 
sailors having a fair and safe 
sail. Every decision that is 
made has that mantra. Is 
this the best decision for 
the sailors? 

One marvellous team 
member is Anna Klyne. 
She has established a 
spreadsheet that is much 
more than a series of simple 
excel sheets. When you 
compete on a Saturday, in 
the Retros, match racing, 
windward leewards or state 
championships, results are 
ready for you at the end 
of the race(es) because 
Anna has spent a lot of 
“off-water” time developing 
her amazing Google Sheets 
results system.

At the recent S97, Farr9.2 
and S80 States, for example, 
Anna was able to provide 
the RO with a wealth of 

statistical information from 
previous years. Live raw 
Results were there for the 
Boating Office at the end of 
each day’s racing. 

Anna, you are a 
mastermind! We, as a 
group of volunteers, salute 
you! 

Sailors, we invite you on 
board Challenger to see 
how we operate. If you 
finish early or withdraw 
from a race, come up to the 
box and see how we collect 
your finishing information. 

Another mantra is 
sustainability. 

In case you haven’t 
noticed, many race 
management volunteers 
are gracefully aging. We 
need to teach others. If 
you would like to learn 
new skills, in a kind and 
caring environment, let us 
know.

It would be wonderful to 
start the 2022/2023 season 
with new volunteers on 
the team. 

Until then, sailors, 
continue to race. You’ll 
keep us in a “job”.   n

SUMMER SERIES
PRESENTATION LUNCH
WEDNESDAY 11TH MAY 2022
LUNCH SERVED AT 12:15PM  |  PRESENTATIONS AT 1:15PM

Enjoy a two course 
plated lunch –  
Main and Dessert.

$35pp

Get the crew 
together and cheer 

on the winners – 
you never know –  

it could be you!

Book with the Wardroom on 9423 5511  
or email bookings@rpyc.com.au
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In Praise of Crew

The Oxford Dictionary defines ‘crew’ as ‘a group of people who work together’; ‘a team’ as 
‘two or more people working together ‘or ‘a group of people who regularly meet and do 
things together’.  The Dictionary also defines ‘gang’ as ‘a group of people who regularly meet 
and do things together’, or ’an organised group of criminals’!

be shared by the group and 
vice versa!

When we see Captains 
of teams in other sports 
describe how they do it, it 
is generally that person’s 
team-mates that are 
acknowledged. Witness how 
the brilliant Ash Barty never 
refers to ‘her’ success, but 
always her team and ‘we’. 
There are many traditions 
at our great Yacht Club, but 
even though meant in fun, 
the habit of dissing the crew 
in favour of announcing the 

By A S Kipper

brilliance of the skipper is a 
joke that is wearing thin.  

So, lets reverse the flow, let 
skippers be humble in victory, 
and acknowledge those who 
have given the time, expertise, 
and passion to strive for 
that success; all without 
being howled down by the 
assembled masses. Crew are 
brilliant, they allow Skippers 
to be skippers.  They share 
the load on board, so they all 
should share the success. For 
the criminals on water….well 
they can walk the plank!  n

It seems to me that 
somewhere in all that we 
can find the definition for 
those with whom we sail.  

Joshua Slocum, Frances 
Chichester Clark, and Lisa 
Blair turned single-handed 
sailing into an art form; 
but, for the rest of us the 
crew, team, gang or Yacht 
we belong on is the way 
in which we are able to 
enjoy our Club, the water 
and all it brings.  Like all 
teams, a yacht crew has 
many roles to fill with 

different requirements.  
The sum of the individual 
performances, make the 
team whole. Just like any 
land-based team sport. 

At RPYC, we have many 
fantastic skippers and crew 
working together with 
common goals.  Skippers 
and crew are equally 
invested in doing their 
absolute best. Skippers 
struggle to sail without 
crew and vice versa. Not 
everybody wants to be a 
skipper. All success should 
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COVID-19:  
Proof of vaccination

WA.gov.au

Your safety 
is our priority.

Proof of COVID-19 vaccination 
and contact registration required 
at this venue.

SafeWA

Proof of COVID-19 vaccination 
and contact registration required 
at Royal Perth Yacht Club.

Proof of COVID-19 
vaccination guide

Acceptable forms of proof:
COVID-19 digital 
certificate

Printed copy of
certificate

Medical exemption 
(printed & digital)

Immunisation 
history statement

• Driver’s license (Australian or overseas)

• Passport (Australian or overseas)

• Proof of Age Card
(all States/Territories)

• Medicare card or Centrelink
basics card

• Credit, debit, or cashless debit card

• Bank statement with name and
address details

• Student ID card

• Seniors card

• Utility or phone bill with name and
address details

• Skippers ticket

• Current residential tenancy agreement

• Local government or water rates notice

• Letter or infringement notice from
Local, State or Commonwealth
Government entity displaying name
and address e.g. Centrelink, local Shire,
WA Police

• Evidence of electoral enrolment

• Armed services discharge papers

• Centrelink pensioner concession card,
health care card, seniors health card,
Department of Veteran Affairs
pensioner concession card, repatriation
health care card

• Citizenship certificate
or naturalisation document from
the Department of Home Affairs

• Evidence of immigration status card

• Permanent resident evidence card

• Residence Determination ImmiCard

• Birth certificate

• Australia Post Keypass ID

Acceptable forms of identification can include:

ServiceWA or Express Plus Medicare app 
Certificates shown in the ServiceWA or Express Plus Medicare apps do 
not require identification.  

The validity of the certificate in the apps is protected with a 
holographic coat of arms watermark and unique document number.

International travellers
International travellers who receive a recognised COVID-19 
vaccine overseas can also show proof of their vaccination 
status or medical exemptions while in Western Australia.

Travellers vaccinated in other countries must present proof 
of vaccination in formats that meet particular criteria as 
determined by the Commonwealth. 

SAMPLE
SAMPLE

SAMPLE

SAMPLE COVID-19 
digital certificate

NAME

DATE OF BIRTH

VALID FROM 
22 Jun 2021

SAMPLE

As a condition of entry to Royal Perth Yacht Club, patrons aged 16 years and over must show 
proof of their COVID-19 vaccination status or a medical exemption, along with identification. 
Showing proof of vaccination in the Express Plus Medicare app does not require identification.
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SAILABILITY www.sailabilitywa.com.auBy Rachael Cox

It goes without saying that 
February and March this year 
have been hot hot hot!! Our 
regular supported sailing 
activities on a Wednesday and 
Thursday started again in the 
first week of February 2022. 
Usually quite well attended by 
participants with disabilities, 
unfortunately some of our 
sailing days have been cancelled 
due to temperatures over 36°. 
Did you know that some people 
with disabilities depending on 
the type of disability they have 
may have difficulties regulating 
their temperature? Not wanting 
to go down the path of too many 
medical explanations, however 
for the comfort and sometimes 
safety of participants our regular 
supported sailing activities 
take place in the 15 to 36° 
temperature range, and in wind 
conditions consistently below 
16 kn.

Also this year with COVID on our 
doorstep, all our volunteers and 
participants have been asked 
for their vaccination certificates, 
and we can now safely say that 
everyone is up-to-date. We 
hope to keep the supported 
sailing program operating and 
continuing through until the 
end of the summer season 
(which is last week of April), 
and thankfully as sailing is 
an outdoor activity we can 
currently continue to operate 
as a community based sporting 
organisation!

In competition news, a few of 
the parasailing group sailed 
in the Refined Edge RPYC Mini 
Series, the weekend of the 12th 
and 13th of February 2022. 
Both the single-handed Hansa 
Liberty fleet and the Hansa 
303’s competed, with Genevieve 
Wickham taking out the first 
position in the Hansa Liberty 
fleet with Elliott Coe finishing 
just one point behind in the final 
score tally. Elliott explained that 
it all came down to the last race 
and it was an exciting regatta 
to be part of. Thanks to RPYC 
for getting behind the #Back 
the Bid campaign towards LA 
2028. During the Refined Edge 
RPYC Mini Series a large group 
of sailors came together and got 
on the socials to support the 
para-world sailing cause to get 

sailing back in the Paralympic 
games for LA. Sailability WA and 
para squad members Genevieve 
and Elliott were snapped after 
the weekend chatting about 
the close racing, and they also 
support the bid!

Looking ahead, RPYC and 
Sailability WA are very close to 
finalising a MOU of our working 
relationship together. This 

❚ Genevieve and Elliot. Support the bid LA 2028 ❚ Jean. Support the bid LA 2028

And finally, a big shout out to 
our volunteers that keep the 
supported sailing activities 
running week to week, from 
committee members, to dinghy 
sailors, to yachtie helm and 
crew. Thank you! Sailability WA 
would quite literally not happen 
without you. 
Contact – Rachael Cox,  
Co-ordinator – 0404 145 499 or 
sailability@rpyc.com.au  n

document outlines a sailing 
development pathway for 
sailors that may start their 
sailing journey as a participant 
on the supported sailing days, 
right through to sailors in the 
para squad that are interested 
in developing their skills and 
techniques in a structured sail 
training program, including 
racing skills.

❚ Alan testing out Mark 4 skipper seat with volunteers Andrew and Paul. Thursday supported sailing.
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SAILABILITY

❚ Danny Gavin  
Harbour Master

FREMANTLE 
Annexe

coming up with the goods on 
what was a fantastic weekend 
on the water. The COVID 
restrictions unfortunately 
curtailed the bar and catering 
facilities but everyone was still 
able to have a coldie and a get 
together after the days racing.

Car parking spaces on the 
Sunday and Monday of the 
long weekend were at a 
premium as you would expect. 
Sensible use of No Parking 
Zones, the lawn and empty 
hardstand bays meant that 
although it was chaotic at 
times, we managed to get 
everyone a car park spot and 
by Monday 2pm it began to 
clear out.

With a very full marina it 
does makes it a little bit of a 
challenge for visiting vessels 
as the standard capacity 
alongside B Jetty and at the 
end of B Jetty is 7 boats. 
Thank you to the good boaties 
that raft up and try to take up 
as little space as possible so 
that everyone can enjoy a visit 
to the Annexe. 

For visitors, bookings and 
prior notice are a must as 
room is limited, but so far I 
have not said no to anyone. I 
will always try to find a way to 
accommodate you.

Easter and the Anzac Day 
long weekend will be the next 
busy periods at the Annexe, 
so if you want to come down, 
book a space early. Call me 
on 0418 947 285 or email 
annexe@rpyc.com.au.

In relation to the continued 
refurbishment, almost all of 
the new furniture has now 
arrived and the Annexe is 
looking great. The best of the 
previous furniture has been 
setup in the Garden BBQ area 
and down the side of the 
Alfresco area. New couches 
in front of the fire will arrive 
next month. 

New LED lighting has been 
added to the car park for 
night-time after hours and 
this has helped improve 
security. You may have 
noticed that the exit gate is 
now on ‘automatic opening’ 
upon driving up to it but 
please note that this is only 
when I am on site. After-hours 
you will still need your card 
to open the gate and exit for 
security reasons. 

The car park toilets have 
had new doors installed and 
a fresh coat of paint. This 
winter the interior walls and 
ceilings will get a fresh coat of 
paint as well.

We have had a number of 
successful functions in the 
clubroom and alfresco over 
the last 2 months, working 
within COVID restrictions. 
Don’t forget the BBQ is always 
ready and available to use as 
well as the pizza oven.

From a local community 
perspective, don’t forget to 
venture outside of the Annexe 
and go for a wander through 
Freo. There are many new 
bars and restaurants that have 
popped up and all of the local 
hospitality establishments 
(old or new) could do with 
our support given the COVID 
challenges. 

One of my favourite new bars is 
Darling Darling, a unique Rum 
Bar with some great boating 
vibes. If you want to try fine 
Italian and seafood then go to 
Nunzio’s on Essex St - after all, 
it was Nunzio that started the 
whole dining/drinking on the 
cappuccino strip.

Don’t forget that the Annexe is 
available for your next party or 
function. Contact Zoe on  
9423 5509 or email  
events@rpyc.com.au at 
the main Club and she can 
arrange it all for you.

Happy Boating!  n

What an amazing summer for 
boating that we have had! 

That’s meant lots of 
movement at the Annexe and 
it remains 100% full. Pens, 
hardstand and storage cages - 
all of them are at full capacity. 
It is great to see! 

On the March long weekend 
we had 42 visiting boats and 
yachts which makes things 
interesting to manage but 
we secured everyone a berth 
somewhere, somehow. 31 
yachts competed for trophies 
on the water over the 3 days 
with Farr 9.2, S80 and S97 
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Brunch Menu
R P Y C  S U N D A Y  A U T U M N

SMOOTHIE OF THE DAY $8

MUESLI  (v) $14.50
Toasted muesli, vanilla yoghurt, fresh fruit,  
berry compote

PANCAKES  (v) $17.50
Fresh cooked pancakes, orange curd, toasted almonds, 
cheesecake whip

SMASHED AVO  (gfoa) $17
Toasted sourdough, avocado, wilted spinach,  
confit cherry tomatoes, dukkah, feta 
+ poached eggs +$5 

MUSHROOM OMELETTE  (gfoa) $17
Pan fried wild mushrooms, eggs, wilted spinach,  
sourdough toast 

EGGS ON TOAST  (v/gfoa) $12
2 eggs cooked your way on sourdough toast 
+ roasted cherry tomatoes +$4  
+ house made beans +$5  
+ hash brown +$5  
+ sautéed mushrooms +$5 
+ bacon +$6  
+ beef brisket +$8 

EGGS ATLANTIC  (gfoa) $28
Poached free range eggs, toasted sourdough,  
smoked salmon, rich hollandaise sauce  

BLT  (gfoa) $18
Bacon, lettuce, tomato, toasted sourdough, mayonnaise  

BEEF BRISKET  (gfoa) $28
House made bean ragout, grilled beef brisket, feta,  
toasted sourdough, poached eggs 

STRACCIATELLA SALAD    $20
La Delizia Stracciatella cheese, slow roasted heirloom tomatoes, 
fire roasted capsicum, basil dressing, sourdough croutons, 
balsamic vinegar 

RPYC CLASSIC CAESAR SALAD   $17
Fresh cos lettuce leaves, bacon, free range egg, croutons,  
creamy dressing 
+ roast chicken +$4 
+ crumbed squid rings +$5 
+ smoked salmon +$7

PULLED BEEF QUESADILLA   $20
Slow cooked beef brisket, black beans, melted cheese,  
spinach, tomato salsa, sour cream

BACON AND EGG BURGER   $10
Fresh cooked bacon, fried egg, BBQ sauce

STEAK SANDWICH  (gfoa) $23
Marinated beef, grilled bacon, melted cheese, house made 
tomato chutney, shredded iceberg lettuce, mayonnaise, chips

FISH AND CHIPS   $23
Beer battered Blue Grenadier, chips, garden salad,  
caper mayonnaise  

CHICKEN PARMI    $26
Crumbed chicken topped with rich tomato sauce,  
shaved ham, melted mozzarella, chips, garden salad

FOR THE LITTLE ONES
PIKELETS, cream, maple syrup, fresh fruit  (v) $12 

BACON, SCRAMBLED EGG, toast $12

BOILED EGG, soldiers  (v) $8 

NUGGETS AND CHIPS, tomato sauce  $12

FISH FINGERS AND CHIPS, tomato sauce  $12(ve) = vegan          (veoa) = vegan option available         (v) = vegetarian          
(gf) = gluten free          (gfoa) = gluten free option available

AVAILABLE FROM 8:30am  TO 3:00pm

WHEREVER POSSIBLE, ROYAL PERTH YACHT CLUB USES LOCAL AND SUSTAINABLE PRODUCE.
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FROM THE Archives By Jon Readhead – Club Archivist

“Among national assets, archives are the most precious; they are the gift of one generation to another and the  
extent of our care of them marks the extent of our civilization”.

Quote by Arthur Doughty, July 1916 during the battle of the Somme.

QUOTE OF THE DAY
Conversation about the weather is the last refuge of the 

unimaginative. 
Oscar Wilde

RECENT DONATIONS  
TO THE ARCHIVES
We would like to thank the following Members and Friends of RPYC.
• Peta Madalena  – A rare copy of The Herald 27th 9/1983 

America’s Cup Issue

QUIZ
Quiz Number 71:
By 1876, the Thompson Dry Card Compass was in wide 
use. What material was used to suspend the pairs of 
magnets from the compass card? 

The answer is Silk Threads. The winner is Vice 
Commodore Janet Hornbuckle who is a first time 
entrant. Vice please call by the Archive Room to 
collect your fine bottle of RED. This particular Quiz 
attracted a record number of correct entries.

Quiz Number 72:
What is the basic construction and use of a “beam 
compass”?

First correct entry drawn wins. 
Please email your entry to  
clubarchivist@rpyc.com.au  
or by phone to Jon on 0408 945 611.

QUIZ
PRIZE

50TH 
ANNIVERSARY 
The 2021/22 Sailing Season 
represents the fiftieth anniversary 
of Wednesday Sailing at RPYC. The 
first race was in 1972 and won by 
Commodore John Flower 1993-
95 sailing Command. All results 
since 1972 are on our Research 
Computer for perusal by Club 
Members.

BILLY CAN
Although tales of the history 
of the “Billy Can” date about 
1862 involving a trip to Rotto 
by a group of enthusiast 
Members and the use of a 
rusty billy can, there is no 
archival proof of the incident, 
however its now some 50 
years since the Annual Billy 
Can Race to Rottnest was 
re-established. The picnic 
weekend at Rottnest generally 
involved taking the Bar Staff, 
big bar-b-ques on the beach 
and the consumption of 
some copious quantities of 
alcohol and of course heated 
conversations of who won the 
race.

REAR COMMODORE
It is also the 120th anniversary of the election of the first Rear 
Commodore GS Ryley sanctioned at the AGM of Royal Perth Yacht 
Club in 1902. GS Ryley joined the Club in 1900 and was soon elected 
to General Committee and further elected to Rear Commodore 
in 1904. He served for some 10 years on General Committee with 
active service on Regatta and Sailing Committees.

Ryley owned and sailed on Ozone and Waitangi pictured below.
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TO ADVERTISE IN RPYC MEMBERS 
SERVICES DIRECTORY
Call the Editor
Kelly Scott
Marketing Manager
T: 08 9423 5500 
E: marketing@rpyc.com.au

ACCOMMODATION

SEASHELLS BROOME
Tel: 9194 1500
Email: broome@seashells.com.au
1, 2 and 3 bedroom apartments set in lush tropical 
gardens, 300m from Cable Beach.  Swimming pool, 
BBQs, free in-house movies, free Wi-Fi and parking.

SEASHELLS FREMANTLE
Tel: 9387 0800
Email: fremantle@seashells.com.au
Studio, 1 and 2 bedroom fully self-contained 
apartments located on levels four and five of the new 
Richmond Quarter development just 1.5km from the 
city of Fremantle. Rooftop tapas and cocktail bar.  
Free Wi-Fi and free secure parking.

SEASHELLS MANDURAH
Tel: 9550 3000
Email: mandurah@seashells.com.au
Absolute beachfront location on Comet Bay.  1 and 2 
bedroom self-contained apartments and villas with 
ocean or marina views. Heated infinity pool and spa, 
BBQs, tennis court and conference facilities for up to 
100 delegates. Free Wi-Fi and parking.

SEASHELLS SCARBOROUGH
Tel: 9341 9600
Email: scarborough@seashells.com.au
1, 2 and 3 bedroom fully self-contained apartments 
overlooking Scarborough Beach.  Choice of two 
swimming pools (one heated), sauna, free in-house 
movies, free Wi-Fi & free secure parking.

SEASHELLS YALLINGUP
Tel: 9750 1500
Email: yallingup@seashells.com.au
1 and 2 bedroom fully self-contained apartments 
and studio rooms set in 4.5 hectares of spectacular 
gardens that lead to Yallingup beach.  Adjacent to the 
heritage Caves House Hotel with bar, restaurant and 
conference facilities.  Free in-house movies, free Wi-Fi 
and free parking.

www.seashells.com.au

MULTIHULL SOLUTIONS
Mark Elkington
Tel: 1300 855 338
A/Hours: 0401 045 228
Mobile: 0401 045 228
Fax: 07 5444 3792
Email: info@multihullsolutions.com.au
Website: www.multihullsolutions.com.au
Multihull Solutions is Asia Pacific’s leading new and 
pre-owned multihull specialist. Representing many of 
the world’s leading brands such as Fountaine Pajot, 
Fountaine Pajot Motor Yachts, ILIAD Catamarans 
and NEEL Trimarans as well as offering Asia Pacific’s 
largest range of quality pre-owned multihulls, we 
are the first in service and choice. Contact our team 
today.

BANK - OWNER MANAGED

BOQ SUBIACO
Tania Watton
Tel: 08 9287 9288
Mobile: 0400 267 267
Fax: 08 9287 9299
Email: tania.watton@boq.com.au
Because BOQ Subiaco is owned and managed by local 
businesswoman Tania Watton, if there’s something she 
can do to help you with your banking, she will.

BOATING REPAIRERS
BAY MARINE  
MAINTENANCE
Jeff Hillbrick
Tel: 9386 7059
Mobile: 0418 926 145
Fax: 9389 8990
Email: admin@baymarine.net.au
Website: www.baymarine.net.au
Onsite resident shipwright to RPYC. Qualified staff for 
all boat repairs and maintenance.

BANKING - CORPORATE  
BUSINESS AND RETAIL

ST. GEORGE BANK
Brett Douglas
Tel: 0422 841 171
Email: douglasb@stgeorge.com.au
Proud bankers to Royal Perth Yacht Club.  Whatever 
business you’re in, whatever finance you need, Brett 
is here to provide advice and banking solutions to 
help suit your needs. Call Brett today.

AIR CONDITIONING
FORD & DOONAN
Kyle Doonan
Tel: 9331 8800
Mobile: 0413 957 023
Fax: 9331 6600
Email: kyle@fordanddoonan.com.au
Web: www.fordanddoonan.com.au
Residential and Commercial Experts. Established 1985 
Perth’s Most Awarded Air Conditioning Company.

ARCHITECTS
CRAIG STEERE ARCHITECTS
Craig Steere

Looking after you through a reliable, enjoyable 
process to build your unique project for you, your 
family or business.
08 93804662 www.craigsteerearchitects.com.au

VICSAIL YACHTS W.A.
Tony Bewsher
Tel: 9336 5533
Mobile: 0438 389 957
Fax: 9336 5599
Email: tony@vicsailwa.com
Website: www.vicsailwa.com
Yacht Brokerage, WA distributors for Catalina Yachts, 
J Boats, Lagoon, Walker Bay, Sessa Marine and Rocna 
Anchors.

BUILDERS

LEVISTA HOMES
John Rocca
Tel: 9209 3636
Fax:  9249 8808
Mobile: 0418 917 099
Email: johnr@levistahomes.com.au 
Website: www.levistahomes.com.au
A Builder you can Trust!
We are a family run business with over 30 years 
experience in residential and commercial projects. 
John and his son Jason will look after your project 
from the beginning to the end until they hand you the 
key to your home or investment property. If you are 
looking for a hands on builder give John a call today.

RELIABLE MECHANICAL PARTNERS
Brad Draper
Tel:  08 9339 8440
Mobile: 0411 247 240
Email: info@rmpservice.com.au
Website: www.rmpservice.com.au
Specialising in all Volvo Penta products; IPS, Inboard, 
Sterndrive and Saildrive systems; experienced, fully 
Volvo Penta trained and qualified service technicians; 
pre-purchase inspections; new Volvo Penta engine 
sales, installation and service.

BRIAN BURKE HOMES
Michael Burke
Tel: 9387 7333
Email: info@brianburkehomes.com.au 
Website: www.refinededgehomes.com.au/
An exciting prospect for West Australian 
homeowners, Refined Edge marries the benefits of 
building with Australia’s most awarded luxury home 
builder Brian Burke Homes, with a redefined product 
offering at a more accessible price point.

BOATING SALES

MARINE PLUS
Carolyne Bush
Tel: 03 9521 6789
Email: sales@marineplus.com.au
Website: www.marineplus.com.au
 www.marineplusshop.com
MarinePlus has been supplying quality marine 
and leisure products since 1994 and have become 
one of Australia’s premium suppliers, representing 
world-renowned brands such as Gill and Baltic. 
Other brands include Railblaza, Ultra, BSI and 
Southern Pacific Inflatables to name a few. Visit www.
marineplus.com.au for professional advice or to find 
your local stockist.



MEMBERS SERVICES DIRECTORY – continued

ROYAL PERTH YACHT CLUB NEWSLETTER IN THE WIND 55

GRAPHIC DESIGN
SCRUFFYDOG  
DESIGNS
Annie Bramley
Mobile: 0405 144 296
Email:	 annie@scruffydogdesigns.com.au
Website:	 www.scruffydogdesigns.com.au
For	all	your	graphic	design	and	advertising	needs.

ROKEBY DENTAL SURGERY & 
IMPLANT CENTRE
Justin Float	B.D.Sc	(WA)

Tel:	 (08)	9381	6611
Email:	 info@rokebydental.com.au
Website:	 www.rokebydental.com.au
Providing	comprehensive	dental	services	suitable	for	
the	whole	family.	General	Dentistry	|	Dental	Implants	
|	Children's	Dentistry	|	Cosmetic	Dentistry.

DENTIST

OPTOMETRIST
COOPER & LOURIE FAMILY 
OPTOMETRISTS
Geoff Cooper
Tel:	 9386	8581
A/H:	 9386	3908
Mobile: 0412 911 729
Fax:	 9386	3908
Email:	 c.and.l@bigpond.net.au
Providing	personalised	professional	eyecare	and	
quality	eyewear	since	1980.	We	aslo	bulk	bill	where	
eligible.	All	types	of	contact	lenses	supplied	including	
day/night	lenses.

FREIGHT - NATIONAL/
INTERNATIONAL

WEMBLEY CARGO	-	AUSTRALIA

Alistair Ritchie
Tel:	 9380	6166
Mobile:	 041	796	3037
Email:	 manager@wembleycargo.com
Website:	 www.wembleycargo.com
National	and	International	Freight,	Customs,	 
Warehousing,	Boat	Transport,	Container	Sales.

REAL ESTATE, AUCTIONS & 
DEVELOPMENTS

DALKEITH
Joan Gebbie
Mobile:	 0414	666	785
Office:	 9386	8255
Email:	 joan.gebbie@acton.com.au
Personal	and	Professional	Service	in	all	aspects	of	 
Real	Estate

PRINTING AND COPYING
OPTIMA PRESS
Stephen Migro
Tel:	 9445	8380
A/H:	 0409	290	455
Mobile: 0409 290 455
Fax:	 9445	8391
Full	range	of	printing	services	including	Computer	to	
Plate	and	Digital	Printing

MARINE INSURANCE

State Manager – WA: Carina Campo
Tel:	 +61	8	6462	1884 
Mobile:	 0401	563	198
Fax:	 +61	8	6462	1892
Website:	 www.clubmarine.com.au
Email:	 carina.campo@clubmarine.com.au

WEST COAST DENTAL CARE
Paul Gorgolis
Tel:	 (08)	9205	1855
Mobile: 0406 766 502
Email:	 info@westcoastdentalcare.com.au
We	offer	a	complete	range	of	dental	services	
from	simple	fillings,	advice	on	oral	hygiene	to	the	
most	modern	hi-tech	procedures	in	cosmetic	and	
restorative	dentistry.

Western Australia’s leading integrated 
property group.
Address:	 1050	Hay	Street,	West	Perth,	WA	6005
Tel:	 08	9429	5777
Website:	 www.blackburne.com.au/
Our	powerful	combination	of	property	development,	
real	estate	and	finance	supports	our	clients	at	every	
step	on	their	property	journey.

MARINE ELECTRONICS -  
SALES - SERVICE

MARITIME ELECTRONIC 
SERVICES
Peter Turner
Tel:	 9335	2716
Mobile:	 0401	039	432
Fax:	 9335	2381
Email:	 info@maritimeelectronics.com.au
An	extensive	range	of	everything	electronic	for	your	
boat	plus	an	on-site	workshop	operated	by	fully	
qualified	technicians.

LEGAL

LAVAN LEGAL
Dean Hely
Tel:	 9288	6760
Mobile:	 0412	907	373
Fax:	 9288	6001
Email:	 dean.hely@lavanlegal.com.au
Lavan	Legal	is	Western	Australia’s	largest	
independent	law	firm	and	one	of	its	oldest	legal	
practices.		Lavan	Legal	values	its	position	as	legal	
adviser	to	Royal	Perth	Yacht	Club.

ZORZI
David Reynolds
Managing	Director
Tel:	 08	9382	4880
Email:	 newhomes@zorzi.com.au 
Website:	 www.zorzi.com.au
Established	in	1956,	Zorzi	has	evolved	to	be	regarded	
as	one	of	Australia’s	most	awarded	and	finest	
building	companies.	As	a	multifaceted	builder,	Zorzi	
can	be	engaged	in	a	project	at	any	level	from	design	
through	to	construction.	Speak	to	us	for	a	complete	
bespoke	construction	solution.

FRESH FOOD MARKET

BICTON & MOUNT LAWLEY
At	Fresh	Provisions,	our	passion	for	food	is	about	
providing	customers	with	their	dietary	or	ethical	
food	requirements.	We	provide	a	range	of	specialty	
products	which	include	seasonal	and	locally	
produced	fresh	foods,	a	range	of	organics,	fermented,	
gluten	free	and	vegan	goodies	to	mention	a	few.

freshprovisions.com.au

BUILDERS

PLUMBING & GAS

BEACHLINE PLUMBING & GAS
Bruce Smith
Mobile:	 0418	951	119
Email:	 beachlineplumb@icloud.com
Marine	Plumbing,	General	Plumbing	Maintenance,	
Renovations,	HWS,	Domestic	and	Commercial.

FUNCTION SERVICES

STAGE & STUDIO  
PRODUCTIONS
Darren Heath
Tel: 6161 9704
Email:	 orders@stageandstudio.com.au
Website:	 https://stageandstudio.com.au/
“Going	the	extra	mile	to	exceed	client	expectations”
Offering	unrivalled	customer	service,	technological	
innovation	and	commitment	to	quality:	•	Audiovisual	
•	Lighting	•	Staging	•	Event	Styling	&	Prop	Hire

www.rpyc.com.au

Call the Editor
Kelly Scott
Marketing Manager
T: (08) 9423 5500 
E: marketing@rpyc.com.au

TO ADVERTISE IN  
RPYC MEMBERS 
SERVICES DIRECTORY
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ADVERTISING
Editor
Kelly Scott
Marketing Manager
Royal Perth Yacht Club
T: (08) 9423 5500 
E: marketing@rpyc.com.au

“In the Wind” is published 5 times per year and 
provides an excellent medium to promote your 
business to 2000 members and community 
organisations.
To advertise in “In the Wind” please contact the 
Editor at the number above.

IN THE WIND
 ADVERTISING COSTS AS FOLLOWS:

1/8 Page: 87mm wide x 65mm high $150 incl. GST

1/4 Page: 87mm wide x 130mm high $250 incl. GST

1/2 Page: 180mm wide x 130mm high $400 incl. GST

Full Page: 210mm wide x 297mm high plus 3mm bleed $600 incl. GST

www.rpyc.com.au

ROYAL PERTH YACHT CLUB

OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA

YACHT RIGGING

SKYMAZE INDUSTRIES
Eddie Slobe
Mobile: 0430 442 775
Email: ed@skymaze.com.au
Website: www.skymaze.com.au
• Commercial Rigging
• Yacht Rigging & Mast Repairs
• Mast Lowering Systems
• Bimini Frames
• Bowrail Repairs
• Onsite Welding Service
INSURANCE QUOTES & REPAIRS
INSURANCE RIG CHECK REPORTS

TRAVEL AGENTS
YOUR “TRAVEL PROFESSIONAL”
Pamela Hughes 
(Polythene Pam R737)
Tel:  08 9275 1964 
Mobile: 0418 114 379
Email: pam@ststravel.com.au
All travel needs provided by friendly & personalised 
professional service. Over 30 years experience with-in 
the travel industry.

STOCKBROKING
ARGONAUT SECURITIES
Kevin Johnson
Tel: 9224 6880
Mobile: 0412 379 379
Fax: 9224 6899
Email: kjohnson@argonaut.com
Website: www.argonaut.com
Argonaut is a full service advisory, stockbroking and 
research investment house with offices in Perth and 
Hong Kong.

SAILING OUTINGS
SWAN RIVER SAILING
Andy Fethers
Tel: 9386 9488
Mobile: 0404 420 885
Fax: 9386 9433 
Email: andy@swanriversailing.com 
 georgia@swanriversailing.com
Corporate & leisure sailing on our fleet of Foundation 
36 yachts based at Royal Perth yacht Club.

SAILMAKERS
UK SAILMAKERS
Geoff Bishop
Tel: 9336 2161
Mobile: 0417 336 216
Fax: 9336 1678
Email: uksailmakers@iinet.net.au
Website: www.uksailmakers.com
When design & engineering of a sail goes beyond sheer 
numbers & hype. When sailing is your passion. When 
sailing is not just an everyday activity, it’s what seduces 
your soul…   That’s what drives us. If you’re passionate 
about your sailing… who makes your sails?
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Insurance is underwritten by Allianz Australia Insurance Limited (Allianz) ABN 15 000 122 850 AFSL No. 234708, GPO Box 9870, Melbourne 3000. Club Marine Limited (Club Marine) 
ABN 12 007 588 347 AFSL No. 236916 is a related body corporate and issues boat insurance as agent of Allianz. We do not provide advice based on any consideration of your objectives, 
financial situation or needs. Before making a decision, please consider the Product Disclosure Statement (PDS) and full terms and conditions. The PDS, Target Market Determination and full 
terms and conditions are available at clubmarine.com.au. Club Marine Assist is provided by Club Marine Limited. Assistance services are provided by AWP Australia Pty Ltd ABN 52 097 227 
177, trading as Allianz Global Assistance.

GET A QUOTE TODAY

1300 00 CLUB (2582)P CLUBMARINE.COM.AUW

MORE THAN 
      JUST INSURANCE.  
BE REWARDED WITH 

CLUB MARINE.
At Club Marine, we know your boat is your pride and joy and we want to help 
you protect it with Australia’s largest provider of pleasure craft insurance.

You can enjoy quality cover, as well as access to other membership benefits.

Club Marine  
Assist

Club Marine  
Member Rewards 

Club Marine 
Magazine 

Club Marine 
App

Club Marine 
TV


