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OBVIOUSLY IT’S THE 
OLYMPIC GAMES AND 
EVERYONE WAS GOING 
TO THROW EVERYTHING 
THEY HAD AT IT, THAT’S 
ALL PART OF THE SPORT. 
IT WAS DEFINITELY ON 
FOR YOUNG AND OLD 
THAT’S FOR SURE.

“

”

Photo © Sailing Energy and World Sailing
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Matt Wearn, Olympic 
Gold Medalist – Laser

By John Roberson

“A little bit stressed I guess, not sure where to go,” this was how our latest Olympic Gold Medallist 
described his feelings after the first day of the Olympic Regatta on Enoshima Bay, having had a 
somewhat less than ideal start to the series. As anyone who followed the event will know, Matt 
Wearn scored a 17th place in the only race that could be sailed in the difficult conditions.

For all of us who have 
followed his progress since 
he was selected to represent 
Australia, our hearts sank 
a little. Fortunately Matt is 
made of sterner stuff and his 
resilience pulled him through 
to collect that coveted Gold 
Medal that we were all hoping 
he would bring home. 

Going into more depth as 
to how it was at the time he 
said he felt, “pretty deflated. 
Through the whole pre-
regatta we were doing quite 
well, the boat speed was 
there and I was winning most 
of the training races, so the 
confidence was pretty high, 
then to come out and have 
two shockers really and 

feel like the games was 
already slipping 

away, it didn’t 
feel great.” 

He refers to two shockers, 
because the second day did 
not start well with a 28 place. 
The situation was looking dire.

So what was the magic 
formula that got him back on 
track? “I guess we knew that if 
we kept doing what we knew 
we could do, things would 
probably be OK,” was his 
summary of the discussions 
with coach Michael Blackburn 
that first evening of the event. 

As history now shows, Matt 
made a dramatic recovery 
and blitzed it for the rest of 
the regatta. The second race 
of day two saw him grab a 
second place, then on day 
three he scored a fourth and 
two more second places to put 
him into second place on the 
leaderboard.

He said that as the series came 
together for him the emotions 
were a bit mixed, “I think 
basically sailing the regatta 
knowing that I had a pretty 
big discard made for a pretty 
stressful week,” he said, but 
qualified that saying, “once I 
got back into contention I was 
thinking this feels a bit more 
familiar and where I want to 
be, and how I want to race, 
so it almost became more 
enjoyable.”

Certainly day four must have 
been very enjoyable because 
he won both races to put 
himself at the top of the 
leaderboard. This gave Matt a 
fifteen point margin at the top.

Of course being the Olympics, 
with so much at stake, there is 
always going to be aggressive 
tactics and attempts to force 

the opposition into a penalty 
and Matt experienced his 
share of this. In particular 
he received some unwanted 
attention from Cypriot sailor 
Pavlos Kontides, a former 
medallist, who was in second 
place going into day five.

“In the last four races at the 
end, Pavlos had a pretty good 
scoreline and could afford to 
have a bit of a bad race, when 
I couldn’t. He certainly came 
and was attacking hard, which 
in the end resulted in a yellow 
flag for him, that put us back 
onto a level playing field. We 
all had to keep racing for the 
best results possible. After 
that second last day things 
quietened down a little bit 
and I was able to get back to 
racing and not having to worry 
too much about the others. 
So that was good. Obviously 
it’s the Olympic Games and 
everyone was going to throw 
everything they had at it, 
that’s all part of the sport. It 
was definitely on for young 
and old that’s for sure.”

On the final day of qualifying 
the challenge from the Cypriot 
fell apart, and Matt went 
into the medal race with an 
unassailable 22 point lead. All 
he had to do was finish the 
medal race and the Gold was 
his, he did that in style, taking 
second place to win with a 29 
point margin, a phenomenal 
achievement after such an 
unfortunate start.

When you put this result 
against a background of the 
global pandemic, meaning 
Matt was unable to do any 
international regattas for the 
eighteen months prior to 

going to Japan, this says a 
lot about his coach, Michael 
Blackburn, who had created a 
squad of top sailors (including 
our own Ethan McAullay) who 
would push Matt to such a 
high level of performance. 
Commenting on this he said, 
“I was so used to doing six or 
seven international events a 
year, to then be in a position 
of not having one in eighteen 
months was strange, and 
obviously going into the big 
one probably created a little 
bit of anxiety”.

Well, a Gold Medal deserves 
a celebration, but even this 
was difficult in Japan as Matt 
explained, “it was hard, I 
guess it hasn’t really been 
until I got back here to Europe 
that I could actually properly 
celebrate. With the 470 guys 
still having four days of racing 
left while I’d finished and we 
were all in the same bubble, I 
had to keep living the bubble 
life and no interaction with 
others. It was a little bit hard, 
but we knew that was part of 
the times and we’ve certainly 
made up for it now.”

Matt went straight from Japan 
to Belgium with his Laser 
Radial sailor girlfriend, Emma 
Plasschaert, who finished 
in a frustrating fourth place. 
He is hoping to be able to 
return to Australia for the 
coming summer, depending 
on quarantine requirements. 
“I’m hoping to be back this 
summer, probably sometime 
in November,” he commented.

In the meantime he’s taking a 
rest from the Laser and having 
a look at some of the other 
events that are happening 

▲
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Matt Wearn, Olympic Gold Medalist – Laser continued

▲

around Europe. “There’s 
the Star Sailors League 
happening, the RC44 are just 
starting, so I’m going to go 
down and hang around that 
a little bit. Then the SailGP is 
here in Denmark, obviously I 
won’t get a ride on one of the 
boats, but it would be good to 
go and check out that and try 
and get my foot in the door 
in some sense. I’m going to 
have some fun too, try out 
some catamaran racing and 
just enjoy sailing really just to 
do something different from 
Lasers for a little bit.”

He says he will probably get 
back into the Laser at the 
beginning of next year and 
start to wind up his campaign 
for Paris 2024.  

NOW FOR 
A WORD 
FROM MATT’S 
AMAZING 
PARENTS
We were so fortunate to have 
Matt’s mum and dad, Brad (our 
very own Hon Treasurer) and 
Karen join us at Wednesday 
results the week after Matt’s 
amazing Gold medal win.

We have the pleasure of sharing 
Brad’s speech with you.

I’m not going to try and tell you 
how he did it from a technical 
point of view, there are many 
others wiser and more capable 
than me to provide that analysis.

I would like to share with you 
Matt’s journey to becoming an 
Olympic Sailing Champion.

There has been a huge team 
behind Matthew and each and 
every person has contributed 
to this gold medal. There will 
be people I miss out on, and to 
them I apologise in advance.  
But here are few people that 
have made their mark on Matt.

First and foremost are the two 
Chris’s, Goldacre and Kelly.  
They invested a lot of time 
and wisdom shaping Matt as 
a junior through Westsail and 
junior sailing development.

Next is Belinda Stowell-Brett. 
Seventeen years ago Belinda 
managed to get her vision 

for establishing a formal high 
performance sailing program 
with WAIS off the ground with 
the objective of producing 
sailing athletes capable of 
medal winning performances.  
She has now completed the 
circle in respect to that vision 
with Matt winning the gold 
medal.  He is her first athlete 
that has come into the program 
as a youth sailor and gone on to 
win an Olympic gold medal.

Arthur Brett took Matt under his 
wing and really developed his 
skills as a Laser sailor, but also 
instilled the sense being tough 
and ruthless out on the race 
track while also being respectful 
and part of the team on shore.  
Arthur was the first one to break 
the news to us that our son is 

▲
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Matt Wearn, Olympic Gold Medalist – Laser continued

no angel out on the race track, 
which came as no real surprise.  
It was Arthur who drove the 
point about being humble in 
victory and gracious in defeat.  
Most importantly, Arthur has 
always been there for Matt in 
moments of crisis when Karen 
and I were thousands of miles 
away and felt completely 
helpless.  For this we will be 
eternally grateful to Arthur.

There is the WA contingent of 
the Laser squad who gave up 
their time and freedom to keep 
Matt sharp leading up to the 
Olympics. They are:
• Ethan MacAulay
• Zac Littlewood
• Richard Maher
• Luke Elliott

At this point I need to 
acknowledge Kim Short, 
otherwise known as 
Super Coach.  Kim’s single 
contribution to Matt’s success 
was the instruction to “always 
go left”.  Kim’s final words 
of advice to Matt were if he 
doesn’t go left at Enoshima 
then he will throw things at 
the TV.  Kim, as evidenced in 
the first race, this was lousy 
advice and thanks goodness 
he ignored it for the rest 
of the regatta.  This was 
demonstrated to all in the 
medal race when he worked 
the right hand side of the race 
track.

Michael Blackburn polished 
it all off with his meticulous 
planning and attention to 

detail.  Matt and Michael had 
their moments leading up to 
Matt’s selection, but Blackers 
believed in him and they really 
gelled, as evidenced by the 
outcome they produced in 
Japan.  

Then there are the people and 
institutions behind the scenes:
• The entire Australian Sailing 

team, from the Board 
to the onshore team at 
Enoshima and the athletes 
who proudly represented 
Australia, they were tight 
and unwavering in their 
support for Matt.

• The Wainright’s and their 
financial award given every 
year to a FSC junior who 
aspires to compete overseas.

• The D’Arcy Slater award 
through WAIS.

• The Wally Foreman award 
through WAIS.

• The Ron Tough Foundation 
awards.

• FSC who bought Matt’s Laser 
that was sent to Rio and 
other generous financial 
grants along the way.

• Adrian, who took Matt under 
his wing and helped him 
out financially without any 
expectation of Matt beyond 
winning the gold medal.

• Nam Baldwin, Matt’s 
mindfulness and breath 
enhancement coach who 
was the secret weapon.

• Matt’s sister Kate and 
brother Jeremy who kept him 
grounded.

• Emma, his fiancée.

While RPYC did not support Matt 
in the same manner as FSC, it 
will always be Matt’s spiritual 
home from a sailing perspective 
and where it all started for him.

Throughout all of this Huck 
Scott’s adage of if you’re not 
having fun out on the water, 
then you’re not doing it right 
has always prevailed for Matt 
and is something we should 
all remind ourselves of from 
time-to-time, whether it be in a 
personal, professional or sailing 
pursuits.

Finally, Karen and I are 
incredibly proud of what Matt 
has achieved and how he has 
conducted himself throughout 
this journey and since he 
became an Olympic Champion.  
We can’t wait to see where he 
will take this from here.

Thank you one and all for your 
support of Matt and ourselves.

We are just two ordinary 
people who have produced 3 
extraordinary children.  One of 
them has just won an Olympic 
Gold Medal.  How cool is that?!

On behalf of Matt it gives me 
great pleasure to ring the bell.    

Brad Wearn  n

▲

Photos © Sailing Energy and World Sailing
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MATT WEARN MEDAL RACE CELEBRATIONS
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Tokyo 2020  
Olympic Games
A MEASURERS VIEW

By Barry Johnson - International 49er Class Chief Measurer
▲

Having been appointed to the 2000, 2004, 2008, 2012 and 2016 Olympic Games Measurement 
Teams I was more surprised than anyone when I was again appointed to officiate at the 
Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games. 

I was convinced following the 
2018 World Sailing Olympic 
Classes World Championship 
held in Aarhus, Denmark that 
age would be a barrier to me 
in making the Tokyo 2020 race 
officials’ team.

To my surprise this was not to 
be the case.

My role within the Tokyo 2020 
measurement team was that 
of the International Technical 
Official (ITO) responsible 
for the measurement and 
class rule compliance to the 
International 49er (men) 19 
teams and 49erFX (women) 21 
teams.

Australia was represented 
in the 49er by Will and Sam 
Phillips (VIC) and coached 
by 2008 and 2012 470 Gold 
Medallist Malcolm Page one of 
sailings true gentlemen.  

The 49erFX representative 
being Tess Lloyd (Vic) and 
Jamie Ryan (NSW) and 
coached by VIC 49er sailor 
Harry Mighaul. Jaime being 
the sister of Will Ryan crew for 
Matt Belcher in the 470.

expect on arrival for their 
pre-determined pre-event 
measurement and are without 
a doubt an important part 
of any event measurement 
process.

Unlike World and or 
Continental Championships 
where no more than 7 minutes 
are allocated to each of the 
49er and 49erFX teams the 
Olympic timetable is generous 
in that Tokyo allowed for 
30mins per team. In total 
there are 40 teams who qualify 
through various events in the 
Games.

World and or Continental 
Championships may have up 
to 160 entries and only 2.5 
days to complete the process 
hence the quick turnaround 
being the requirement.

Other notifications included:
• the pre-event measurement 

timetable.
• Instructions on the 

placement of the “Look of 
the Games” Hull and Sail 
graphics. 
Thankfully, the 
measurement team was 
relieved not to have the task 
of placing the vinyl graphics 
on equipment. Weather 
conditions were not kind 
for the fixing of graphics 
particularly on Mainsails.

Grapefruit Graphics (GBR) 
are considered the world 
best in sailboat graphics 
design who had a team 
of 6 persons onsite in 
Enoshima to undertake the 
massive task of applying 
the graphics. Many long 

n Tokyo 1964 and 2020 Olympic Flame – Unlit due to Covid

n Hull Template

Preparation for Tokyo began 
in early 2020 but with the 
advent of Covid and then the 
postponement of the Games 
until 2021 everything was put 
on hold.

People ask what pre-event 
preparation is required?

The Event Equipment 
Regulations where each 
classes requirements and 
instructions are written 
in order that teams have 
knowledge of what to 
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nights to complete a huge 
task in oppressive weather 
conditions.

• Instructions for the fitting 
of onboard cameras to the 
boats. 
The cameras were a 
standard on the shelf 
iPhones8s encased in 
a waterproof housing, 
simple and effective. The 
athletes were fitted with a 
tiny Bluetooth microphone 
linked to the onboard 
camera.
Tokyo 2020 relied on 
electronic instructions 
to negate the need for 
excessive amounts of paper.

The Australian sailing team 
“camp” was directly outside 
the measurement office thus 
giving me the opportunity to 
catch up and have a relaxed 
chat most mornings with team 
members and fellow Western 
Australians in Matt Wearne 
(Laser), Nia Jerwood, Monique 
Devries (Women’s 470) and 
Arthur Brett who was coaching 
the Japanese laser sailor. 

What is entailed in measuring 
a 49er at the Olympic Games?

With 30 minutes per team 
(boat) allocated to the 
49er and 49erFX I had in 
consultation with the World 
Sailing Technical Department 
decided that this pre-event 
measurement would be 
comprehensive but fair.

With the assistance of the 
class builders, I had laser cut 
templates made and shipped 
to Enoshima in the NZL team 
container.

Templates cut included: 
• Hull template so that we 

were able to check rocker 
or keel line and also cross 
sections of the hull.

• Rudder and centreboard 
thickness and profile, 
rudder angle, forestay 
extension length and 
beam width were the other 
templates cut and used on 
each boat. 

All the tolerances for the 
above tasks were sought 
from the Class Designer and 
Copyright Holder Mr Julian 

similar Builders Manufacture 
Class licenced agreement.

After 3 days the pre-event 
measurement was completed, 
the job was not over as I had 
to undertake on water spot 
equipment checks after each 
race. In the case of the 49ers 
this can be dangerous as the 
skiff is not a boat that can sit 
head to wind without a stable 
platform that being a coach 
boat perched under a wing.

The Olympic course area was 
a major commercial fishing 
grounds for greater Tokyo. 
A local boat driver who was 
familiar with the waters and 
in particular the fixed net’s 
locations was made available 
to each course area. The 

▲

▲

Bethwaite. All tolerance 
except those for the forestay 
extension are confidential 
and are only known to World 
Sailing, Mr Bethwaite, and the 
Licenced Builders (MacKay 
Boats NZL and Ovington Boats 
UK).

You may ask why the tolerance 
are not public? 

The quick answer is that 
the 49er/FX is a Builders 
Manufacturers Class and as 
such the Class Rule does not 
include those tolerances. 
The Builder’s Manual is a 
confidential document and 
as such is only accessible 
to those mentioned above. 
The RSX, Laser and Nacra17 
Classes are controlled under a 

measurement boat and crew 
had full course access for 
safety reasons.

Once racing was completed 
for the day it was a quick dash 
back to the marina where on 
land volunteers had ushered 
selected teams to the post-
race measurement area. 

This was a daily task that 
would on Day 3 prove 
disastrous for the BRA and 
IRL 49er teams when it was 
discovered during a wet 
weight weigh in that their 
trapeze harnesses did not 
comply with the Racing Rules 
of Sailing. As a result, I was 
required to lodge a protest on 
both teams. Following a very 
long hearing both teams were 

n AUS and NZL 49ers. NZL went on to secure the Silver Medal adding to their 2012 Silver and 2016 Gold. The NZL team 
of Peter Burling and Blair Tuke are no strangers to the podium with 2 America’s Cup victories, 7 times 49er Class World 
Champions and good guys to go with it.
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disqualified from the days 
sailing (3 races apiece).

Unfortunately, I was again 
required to lodge a similar 
protest the following day this 
time being on the CHN 49erFX 
team same result DSQ for 3 
races sailed on that day.

Following the completion 
of Qualifying races (12) the 
top 10 teams progress to 
the double points non drop 
Medal Race. The day prior 
to the Medal Race the 10 
teams are required to place 
their boat and all personal 
sailing equipment into the 
quarantine area. Failure 
to meet the cut-off time 
of 1800hrs discretionary 
penalties are applied to an 
offending team or teams.

The follow morning the teams 
are released from quarantine 
and enter “Pit Lane” where 
a pre-race equipment 
inspection is undertaken and 

once the event measurer is 
satisfied that all teams are 
compliant the Medal Race 

boats remain in Pit Lane until 
such they are released to the 
water.

During this time no work, repair 
or change of equipment can 
occur.

Once released the measurement 
team’s role is nearing end all 
that is left is to advise the Race 
Committee and Chief Umpire 
that all boats comply.

On notification of no 
compliance issues, it is time 
to head back to the venue in 
time to welcome the medallists 
ashore. Although hugs and 
handshakes are forbidden this 
is quickly forgotten.

A final photograph with the 
medallists, pack up your 
gear head back to the team 
accommodation shower and 
head for the airport knowing 
that 14 days of quarantine 
awaits you in Sydney before 
flying home to family and friends 
hoping that another 14 day stint 
is not required in Perth.

My lasting memory was being 
on shore with the Australian 
Team where Matt came ashore 
having won the Gold Medal. 
Although trying to keep my 
distance Matt spotted me and 
quickly came up to me, where I 
enthusiastically congratulated 
him to which that memory will 
be lasting.

What an experience one that 
will always be different to my 
previous Olympics.  n

Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games: A Measurers view continued

▲

n 2016 and 2020 Olympic 49erFX Gold Medallists – Martine Grael and Kahena Kunze Brazil

n	 The	day	after	the	Laser	Class	Medal	Ceremony.	Matt	Wearne,	Barry	Johnson	and	Michael	Blackburn.
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Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games: A Measurers view continued OUR AMAZING WOMEN'S TEAMS -  
THE BW8 REGATTA

CABERNET AND CANVAS
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After our shake down cruise on 9 Lives over Christmas 2020, we returned to Brisbane in May to 
cruise our Spirited 380 catamaran north along the Queensland coast. Our goal to reach the 
Whitsundays by August with a couple of stops on fixed dates to meet WA visitors. No set plan 
as we headed north other than: read the cruising guides, go where the wind blows and stop 
for services that we need.

By Jane and Mark Hannaford
▲

It has certainly been a 
pleasant cruise with the 
main issues being boat 
maintenance in exotic 
locations.  Like all yachts, 
things break and there 
is always much to learn 
about boat systems, how 
to repair and improve 9 
Lives.  We are pleased that 
after three months we have 
ticked off most items on the 
improvement list including 
installation of more solar 
panels, water maker, washing 
machine and finally getting 
rid of the old boat name on 
the AIS.

We have cruised in company 
as we have got to know many 
yachts and crews as they are 
all heading north. Cruisers 
are a friendly bunch and they 
include people from QLD, 

Winter in Queensland is 
somewhat different to Perth’s, 
especially this year.  The 
average day temperature 
is 22C although the winds 
on the water can be cool.  
Nights have varied from an 
unusually cold 3C to a more 
common 12-17C. The summer 
humidity has gone and there 
has been occasional rain in 
the south.  We experienced fog 
off Fraser Island which later 
turned into pea soup making 
us appreciate the radar to 
lead us into Bundaberg Port 
Marina. The most common 
wind pattern is usually 5-10 
days from the south-east 
and 10-20 knots, dropping 
over night with a day or two 
of northerlies. It makes us 
wonder how long it will take 
to return to Brisbane? 

Cruising north for 
Queensland winter 

NSW, VIC, Tas (and an Italian), 
with many who annually sail 
north for winter.  What stands 
out is the lack of West Aussies 
as we haven’t met any on this 
trip.  Covid hasn’t helped and 
sadly all our WA guests have 
had to cancel their visits.

LOCATIONS OF NOTE
• Mooloolabah
Mooloolabah, where you 
literally cross the bar into the 
Mooloolah River. The crossing 
instils some concern as you 
round the light house on 
the point and side on to the 
swell you see board riders 
surf across the river entrance. 
Fortunately, our crossings 
using the well-placed leads 
and frequent dredging make 
for a quick crossing between 
sets of waves, into the lovely 

river.  A family favourite 
holiday spot with fabulous 
beaches a five minute walk 
from the river anchorage, plus 
plenty of shops, restaurants 
and fresh local seafood off the 
fishing boats.

• Great Sandy Strait –  
Tin Can Bay

The Great Sandy Straights 
are fringed by mangroves 
and sit on the inside of Fraser 
Island between Wide Bay Bar 
and Hervey Bay. Parts can be 
sailed, whilst others are best 
motored to dodge sandbars 
and narrow channels. Like 
Mooloolabah, Wide Bay 
Bar creates lots of online 
discussion and you need the 
right conditions to follow 
the cardinals across.  A quick 
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▲

▲

call to the local Volunteer 
Marine Rescue (VMR) advises 
of conditions and provides 
updated way points.  The 
crossing is known as the “mad 
mile” with confused seas and 
swells on all sides – it’s a lot 
longer than the Mooloola Bar.

Further upriver, Tin Can Bay is 
home to hundreds of yachts, 
many of which sit at angle on 
the mud when the tide falls. 
Marinas, fishing boats, yacht 
club and a laid back town 
sit surrounded by wide sand 

banks and bars.  The dolphins 
that drop in for a morning 
feed next to the waterfront 
café are Queensland’s answer 

to those at Monkey Mia. The 
much feared sandfies and 
mosquitos weren’t an issue at 
this time of year.

n Great Sandy Straits n Sunset at Greta Sandy Straits

n Low tides at mackay Marina n Middle Percy Island 
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Cruising north for Queensland winter: continued

• Fraser Island
At 120km long, the biggest 
sand island in the world 
presents some anchorages 
and a chance to stretch the 
legs on shore amongst trees 
and rainforest. You need 
to follow the dingo safe 
guidelines and we did spot a 
couple in the early morning. 
Dinghy ashore to King Fisher 
Resort, where ferries arrive 
from Urangan/Hervey Bay to 
enjoy good restaurants, shops 
and information. 

The northern end of Fraser is 
undeveloped and a private 
boat is the way to go. Hervey 
Bay is a key rest and recreation 
spot for whales as they 
traverse the east coast during 
winter. We spotted our first 
whales of the season here.

• The Town of 1770 
“Where the locals feel at home 
and visitors feel like locals” 
says the sign at the local 
hotel.  We certainly did and we 
spent a week on the tidal river 
in this very laid back town, 
which is so named because 
Captain Cook landed here. We 
employed some professional 
and friendly tradies here who 
demonstrated small town 
service.  We found the first 
signs of the Great Barrier Reef 
as it is the stepping off point 
to Lady Musgrave Island.  

• The Narrows
To reach Keppel Bay there are 
two options. Either the more 
open ocean route around the 
top of Curtis Island, or via the 
shelter between Curtis Island 
and Gladstone.  We chose 
the latter which takes some 
planning as the tides can reach 
up to 9 meters. After passing 
the massive harbour that 
services coal, gas and other 

▲

commodities, you follow the 
leads that weave through the 
Narrows, a maze of mangroves. 
The currents flow from bays on 
either side to meet at the Cattle 
Crossing, which dries at low 
tide. You have to time it right, 
so the rising tide pushes you 
along to reach the crossing at 
high tide and have the falling 
tide carry you down the other 
side. We sailed through with 
a twitchy skipper and 0.4m 
under the keel about an hour 
behind the tide. 

• Great Keppel Island
Just 5 miles from the 
mainland, GKI is an island of 
sandy beaches and great hilly 
walks.  Boaties are known to 
do the Keppel shuffle – move 
from bay to bay to shelter 
from the prevailing wind 
and swell. It is one of the few 
islands where you have on 
shore meal options including 
a café and Hideaway Bar.  
Svendsens Beach is where 
yachties sundowners are held 
on the beach. There are chairs, 
tables and even a fire set up 
for all to enjoy at sunset. On 
the mainland Rosslyn Bay 
Marina must be in one of the 
most stunning locations and 
is super friendly.  Yeppoon 
is 8km away.  A day trip by 
local bus to Rockhampton 

is well worth the time to 
see gorgeous gold rush 
architecture – not what you 
expect from cattle county and 
the home of steak.

• Percy Islands
Beautiful unspoilt beaches 
only visited by private boats. 
Middle Percy is famous for the 
Percy Hilton, an A frame at 
West Bay where yachties have 
left mementos since the 60s.  
Fascinating to discover which 
name you recognise and enjoy 
the evening sundowner with 
fellow travellers. Surrounded 
by coconuts and sand its set 
up with cooking facilities we 
enjoyed a coral trout curry 
supplied and cooked by 
boaties we’d never met.

Fresh island honey, eggs and 
fruit is also available at the 
homestead where you are 
welcomed with free tea and 
coffee or you can buy at the A 
frame. A tidal lagoon makes 
for a great escape hole from 
the swell in the bay - if you get 
your timing right.

WILDLIFE
• Whales head north from 

July and rest in Hervey 
Bay and play further north.  
Amazing to see cruising and 
performing pods.

n Town of 1770 

n Rosslyn Bay at Yeppoon n	 We	left	our	mark	at	Middle	Percy	Island

• Turtles pop up and race in 
shallow waters.

• Dolphins regularly visit 
Tin Can Bay for a feed and 
spotted further south.

• Butterflies abound on many 
of the islands

• First crocodile warning sign 
seen at Fraser Island. None 
spotted or reported to date.  
Dingoes seen on Fraser.

• Curlews close to the shore 
with their interesting calls

CRUISING TIPS
• Plan your passage based on 

winds and tides.  Tides can 
reach up to 9m just north 
of Gladstone and planning 
departures and arrivals 
around highs and lows it 
critical to your passage.  This 
includes crossing sand bars 
and the impact on speed 
with or against the tide.

• Watch out for coral bombies 
when on the move and 
anchoring.  Again, tides are 
critical.

• Use mooring balls if 
available.  Save the reef and 
your boat.

• Use the cruising guides. 
Updates are often available 
online and other yachties 
are willing to share their 
experience and knowledge.   

• Stay in touch with the local 
Volunteer Marine Rescue 
(VMR) for current conditions.

• Great marinas at Mackay, 
Yeppoon and Bundaberg. 
$60-80 night for 12 x 6.5m 
catamaran.

Happy to have made it to the 
Whitsundays in late July and 
fortunately we have not been 
impacted by Covid, although we 
may not be allowed back into 
WA.  Updates on the islands and 
Airlie Raceweek next time.  n
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Cruising north for Queensland winter: continued

Wardroom 

OPEN FROM 6PM, 
YOU’LL ENJOY A 
SCRUMPTIOUS 
BUFFET FOR ONLY  
$35 PER PERSON

Tuesday  
Night Buffet

TUESDAY NIGHT DINING BOOKS OUT QUICKLY, SO PLEASE 
CALL 9423 5511 OR EMAIL BOOKINGS@RPYC.COM.AU  
TO MAKE YOUR RESERVATION.

$35pp
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Another Missive from  
the Med: Perspective

By John Boardman

Which was a much longer 
than intended segue into the 
contrasting perspectives on 
life outside the Hermit Nation 
pre and post departure. The 
reality has not changed. Our 
Oz-centric view of it has!!

Having completely missed the 
2020 Med sailing season, by 
May ’21 we were starting to get 
severe withdrawal symptoms 
for the eclectic range of 
Med offerings. Not least of 
which was warm weather! 
With the naïve optimism of a 
yachtie believing a weather 
forecast we applied for our 
“get out of jail cards” and 
quite inexplicably got our 
permission to travel.  

▲

plenty of Italian and strong 
representation from several 
other EU countries. We 
have also never seen such 

a massive concentration of 
super yachts, sail and motor, 
outside of places like Cannes 
and San Tropez. On anchor in 

We arrived back at the boat in 
Leros, the Greek Dodecanese, 
at the beginning of July; back 
in my happy place!

From this vantage point our 
perspectives on a number 
of things are quite different 
from when we left Perth 36hrs 
previously. Our expectation 
was for there to be very few 
boats around and that we 
would have bays and harbours 
to ourselves. Not only were 
we wrong but space is at a 
premium, especially when 
hiding from the meltimi!

Very few Aussie or Kiwi 
boats, one other so far to be 
precise, but many French, 

Many years ago, on a flight from Perth to London I was seated next to a colleague and close 
friend. We both had lived and worked in London for several years and knew the city well. As 
the plane descended, the iconic landmarks of the city were clearly visible, including Green 
Park, a park I knew very well from daily lunchtime runs. No, said my colleague that’s not 
Green Park it’s Regent’s Park. Quite an argument ensued. Same plane, same window and 2 
people who knew the city well fundamentally disagreeing, until we suddenly realised that 
because our heads were in slightly different positions, we were looking at different parks. 
Neither of us was wrong; purely a matter of perspective.

❚ The Escapee in his happy place

❚ The Admiral hiding from the meltimi on Amorgos
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▲

▲

a bay at the southern end of 
Skhinousa, a small, fairly non-
descript island of the Lesser 
Cyclades, sheltering from the 
meltimi, yet again, we counted 
10 vessels over 50m in length 
with the largest 2 over 100m; 
small cruise ships! And the 
tenders matched the boats!

On the previous 2 occasions 
we have visited Milos, Lesser 
Cyclades, the marina has 
had a dozen or so yachts of 
comparable size to ours, +/-
14m. This year not only was 
the marina completely full 
there were 10 super yachts 
stern to on the quay. The guys 
running the refuelling tankers 
have died and gone to heaven!

The other noticeable 
difference is the large number 
of, mainly skippered, big cats, 
15+m. This is our second 
night on anchor in a bay 
at the south end of Sifnos. 
There were seven big cats 
yesterday and as I type this 12 

this evening; and one other 
monohull! It would appear 
that a lot of “non-sailors” are 
taking family boating holidays 
with someone experienced 
in charge, plenty of room and 
comfort and no going tippy!!

Life onshore is not a lot 
different to pre-covid days, 
with the exception of mask 
wearing inside. Tourists are 
back in their droves with 
bars, cafes and tavernas well 
patronised to the extent we 
have been unable to get a 
table on a couple of occasions. 
(Today, 2nd August, we tried 
to get a table at a popular 
restaurant in Platys Gialos, 
Sifnos; it’s probably about the 
size of Lancelin. 17th August 
first available table!)

The day tripper boats are as 
packed as we have ever seen 
them, every day. No masks, 
PCR tests or vax certificates 
required. It is of course now 
into August so it is the height 

of the European holiday 
season but it is still a stark 
contrast to the news we get 
about the current situation in 
Australia. 

The Greek government have 
an excellent Covid map 
which colours all the islands 
and the various mainland 
municipalities in one of four 
colours, from Green for “no 
cases” to Red for “things 
are out of control, stay 
well clear.” It has become 
an additional and primary 
navigation tool this year: we 
happily go to Green, are a bit 
more conscious of the Yellow 
islands; confine ourselves 
to anchoring in the bays of 
Orange and stay several miles 
offshore of the Red! 

The rules, or are they 
guidelines? which apply to an 
Orange classified island seem 
very benign when compared 
to what we are used to at 
home.

Level 3 – Orange

The following measures 
are foreseen at this level of 
readiness:
1. Communication and 

detailed information of the 
local authorities for the 
special epidemiological 
characteristics of the area

2. Activation of a special 
EODY/ Civil Protection task 
force in order to:
• increase sampling 

controls for SARS-
CoV-2

• carry out intensive and 
on the ground tracking

• increase the number 
of vaccinations as a 
matter of priority

The same app also shows 
the vax rate which has 
been achieved, currently 
over 60% on most islands. 
Unfortunately, it appears 
as though this, for many 
communities, is the vax ❚ A good replacement for Qi?

❚ Skhinousa, super yacht central. Even the tenders are OTT.

❚ Packed to the gunwales in Milos
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Another Missive from the Med: Perspective - continued

▲

ceiling. It is only with further 
outbreaks that vax hesitants 
are persuaded it’s better to 
have the jab.

And yet our only experience of 
a “yellow” island so far, Milos, 
has been a pre-covid normal, 
masks inside being the single 
exception and we saw no one 
breaking that rule. 

It would be presumptuous 
of me to opine on which risk 
management strategy for 
this pandemic is the more 
appropriate. Our perspective 
from Perth was that we were 
doing very nicely, using only 
Covid case numbers as the 
metric. Our perspective from 
the Agean is that there are 
a lot of very happy people 
spending money which is 
making many more people 
very happy. But that’s a 
different metric!

❚ Greek government covid map

❚ Greek government vaccination rate map

❚ Greek covid map Milos

We have also been sadly 
reminded of the Eastern States 
fires in January 2020. I’m 
sure that there will have been 
extensive media coverage 
in Australia of the huge fires 
around Athens and Evia. 
They have been devastating 
and although the closest we 
have been to the fires was 
~180km to the southeast we 
have experienced substantial 
quantities of smoke; some 
stunning sunsets and nucleation 
of water on the smoke particles 
coming into Mykonos which 
created a dense fog. Rarely has 
Mykonos been seen enveloped 
in a white shroud.

Finally, I reserve my right to 
another perspective if we 
have to do 2 weeks CBD hotel 
quarantine on our return to 
Perth in November. But we 
will cross that bridge when we 
come to it!  n

❚ Nucleation from the smoke at Mykonos

❚	 Stunning	effects	on	Paros	from	the	tragic	fires	on	the	mainland
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Another Missive from the Med: Perspective - continued

FAMILY 
FESTIVAL 
FUN DAY

ROYAL PERTH YACHT CLUB’S

SUNDAY 28TH 
NOVEMBER 2021

10am-7pm

ALL
W

ELCOME

LIVE 
MUSIC  

All Day!

For more information visit www.rpyc.com.au/family-funday 
call 9389 1555 or email club@rpyc.com.au

Bring down the family, enjoy the activities and stay for the 
Summer Sundowner.

H Try Sailing H Sups H Prizes to be WON! H Waterslide
H Mini Golf H Bouncy castle & obstacle course
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No Plastic Oceans
HOW MUCH AND WHERE IS IT?

It was almost the never-ending voyage. The October 2019 departure 
was delayed until November to accommodate the very welcome 
sponsorship of Minderoo which required a new livery for ‘Perie 
Banou II’. Jon nearly missed the weather window that would 
take him west to Mauritius. The schedule had been carefully 
planned over the previous two years taking into account not 
only winds, currents and weather patterns but particularly 
the latitudinal shifts in the Indian, Atlantic and Pacific 
currents. An east to west circumnavigation of the global 
is not the usual route. Catching a ride on the currents 
in combination with the wind patterns takes quite a 
bit of calculating unless of course one has 10 global 
circumnavigations of experience. 

By Stephen Davis 

▲

❚ Jon arrives in Dunsborough
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Jon Sanders sailed out of 
Fremantle Harbour on 3rd 
November 2019 with the 
mission to take a 100 litres 
sample of ocean water 
each day. Eight ports of call 
were selected from where 
Jon would despatch the 
filtered sea water samples 
to Curtin University in Perth 
where the samples would be 
analysed for the presence 
of microplastics. The results 
would create the world’s 
first reliable database of the 
amount of microplastics in 
the oceans of the Southern 
Hemisphere. 

With almost half the voyage 
completed COVID-19 
appeared as Jon reached 
the Caribbean and it would 
be another three months 
before Jon could resume the 
voyage. Meanwhile, three 
months of life in lockdown 
on Perie Banou II passed 
slowly. Fortunately, Jon is not 
a party animal and is quite 
content to pass the days with 
maintenance chores on the 
yacht. As Jon quips, “I get on 
quite well with myself” and 
the solitude broken only by 
communications with nearby 
vessels also under lockdown.

The anticipated eight 
months voyage took 15 
months with five more 
COVID-19 lockdowns during 
the voyage. The results to 
be released port by port en 
route are now available 20 
months after Jon took the 
first sample.

The Western Australia 
Organic and Isotope 
Geochemistry Centre 
(WAOIGC) at Curtin University 
has now delivered the 
results. Jon filtered a total of 
20,274 litres of seawater over 
177 days at sea for an average 
of 114.4 litres of seawater 
passed through each filter. 

The highest number of 
microplastics recorded from 
samples taken during the 
voyage was at Station 68, 300 
nautical miles from Brazil. 
What could be the source of 
such a high concentration 
of microplastics so far from 
land? The Amazon River is 
the most likely explanation. 

Discharge from the Amazon 
River of more than 200,000 
cubic meters of fresh water 
per second produces a 
plume extending hundreds 
of kilometers offshore. Its 
freshwater discharge equals 
the combined discharge of the 
next seven largest rivers in the 
world.

The Equatorial Counter 
Current flows from west to 
east with an average velocity 
2km and 6km per hour, among 
the highest in the open ocean. 
In July, this counter current is 
more strongly developed than 
in January when it is quite 
feeble.

In the northern winter the 
counter current begins east of 
24°W; whereas in the northern 
summer it starts east of 50°W 
and can be seen over the 
entire width of the Atlantic 
Ocean.

❚ Samples stations along the route 
(plotted by WAOIGC)

Thanks to the seamanship 
of Jon Sanders, the support 
of so many donors and the 
analytical work of the Western 
Australia Organic and Isotope 
Geochemistry Centre at 
Curtin University, we now 
have a reliable and credible 
baseline of the amount of 
microplastics in the oceans of 
the Southern Hemisphere. We 
now know the oceans fringing 
the southern coastline of 
Australia are generally lower 
in microplastics than those in 

the Northern Hemisphere. 
The results also demonstrate, 
not unexpectedly, that the 
oceans in close proximity to 
major cities such as Sydney 
and Melbourne have a higher 
level of microplastics than in 
the intervening seas. Water 
sampling in Sydney Harbour 
showed microplastic levels 
comparable to the Panama 
Canal. Surprisingly a sample 
taken at Dunsborough along 
the southwest coast of WA 
produced an equally high 
level of microplastics.

Overall, the results indicate 
the amount of microplastics 
along the Australian southern 

coastline is on par if not a 
little lower than the global 
average. This is likely due, 
in part, to the significant 
influence of Antarctic 
currents, lower population 
density along our coastline, 
and the fact that Australians 
generally do not dump 
plastic rubbish in our oceans. 

This voyage is the first 
global transect sampling 
microplastics in World’s 
Oceans. It has credibility 
through its sampling 
technique and the processing 
conducted by Curtin 
University. The sampling and 
processing can be replicated 
so future results can provide 
a comparison with the 
baseline.  Jon Sanders’ 
11th circumnavigation of 
the World makes it possible 
to assess whether the 
amount of microplastics in 
our oceans is increasing or 
decreasing and what rate. 

Jon’s account of the  
voyage can be found at  
www.jonsanders.com  n

▲

❚	 Jon	conducting	field	trials	of	the	filtration	system	(photo	Curtin	University)

❚ Samples stations along the route (plotted by WAOIGC)

❚ Microplastics sampling stations around the Australian coast (WAOIGC)
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Weather on Sat was W/NW at 
15-20 and increased to 20-25 
with a couple of gusts in the 
high 20s and the occasional 
brief shower. Sea conditions 
were 2m swell and 1-2m seas..

We assessed the conditions 
to see what was feasible. We 
went around Coventry Reef, 
then headed for Rottnest. 
Everyone was prepared for an 
overnight trip, but seasickness 
took care of that idea.

For a trip report, I’ll let the 
new sailors tell their story:

“Thank you so much for 
organising the offshore sailing 

experience, it was so much 
fun! I think it might be worth 
doing a shorter daytrip before 
an overnighter, perhaps a sail 
around Rottnest and back? The 
set-up of two boats going out 
was fantastic.”

“Things went well until 
sea sickness set in. I was 
disappointed in myself as I 
couldn't do much because 
of it. I never thought I'd be 
affected by it. Anyway, it was 
still good being out there in the 
conditions we were in so thank 
you for the opportunity to be 
able to participate.”

This was organised for the weekend of Sat 21, Sun 22 August with Phil Somerville-Ryan making 
‘Huckleberry’ available with me as crew, and Graeme Martin making ‘Sand Crabs Disco’ available 
with David Hepburn as crew. We had 4 new sailors on ‘Huckleberry’, and 6 on ‘Sand Crabs Disco’.

“Let me start by saying a big 
thanks to you for taking the 
time to conceive and plan such 
an event. Your commitment 
to development of newbie 
sailors is greatly appreciated.  
Whilst I may not always be 
‘ready’ for the training in 
terms of my personal sailing 
skills, the sessions make me 
appreciate that sailing isn’t all 
about sailing around the river 
on a glorious afternoon - and 
the training provided equips 
us to deal with the different 
situations - we just have to 
experience the situations to 
realise it!

Likewise to the skippers - in my 
case Graeme and Dave - their 
generosity, patience, guidance, 
and good humour make these 
things possible and, for me, 
really enjoyable.”

“The day provided a great 
introduction to sailing on 
the ocean  - where the scale 
and conditions were a bit 
daunting at first.  We all had 
the opportunity to undertake 
and experience different roles 
on the boats - trimming, helm, 
main etc.  

The decision by the skippers 
to change the planned course 

Offshore Experience  
for new sailors

By Tony Strickland
▲
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to provide opportunity for 
contingency situations proved 
to be a great call.  

It may be better to stage 
the experience.  Perhaps a 
day trip - pseudo racing, not 
cruising - without the overnight 
component as a stage 1, and 
then a overnight as a stage 2.  
This would introduce different 
aspects of sailing experience in 
a staged way and allow those 
that realise sea sickness can be 
a factor to discover this without 
committing to a 24-hour plus 
session. The experience of 
Graeme and Dave to recognise 
when we are in this situation - 

way ahead of the rest of us - is 
really reassuring.

A big thanks to you for 
organising the trip and to Dave 
and Graeme for their patience 
and guidance. It was a great 
experience, despite feeling very 
unwell for some of it, and very 
valuable in becoming a better 
sailor and more aware of the 
challenges of offshore and 
dealing with them.”

“WOW!..What a ride! The waves 
were Big and the winds were 
Strong, yet we felt safe and 
secure in the hands of two 
great sailors. As a fan of the 

SS34, Saturday's sail out past 
Garden Island onboard the 
mighty ‘HUCKLEBERRY’ was 
for me, a dream come true. 
An exciting and unforgettable 
experience. Thank you, Tony, 
Phil and the RPYC. Loved it.

Boats were just perfect.  
Looking for an S&S 34 to call 
my own.”

“WOW- I absolutely loved 
every minute of it!

I have wanted to get 
experience in “offshore” 
sailing for some time now, 
and I think this initiative 
is perfect to enable us 

“newbies" to get a feel of 
what to expect. I would love 
to do this again and do the 
overnight session. 

My highlight was having the 
pod of 6 dolphins following 
us behind our boat, that 
was such a special moment. 
I guess the hardest bit was 
anticipating how much time 
you waited before tackling 
the “de-robing for the toilet” 
routine!  I loved the endless 
supply of “snakes” to keep our 
energy levels up, and I just 
know that I am in my happy 
place on the water - waves, 
wind, rain all included.”  n

❚	 James,	Tony,	Nichola	and	Simon	returning	to	shore	after	a	great	day's	sailing	on	Huckleberry

▲
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COMMODORE’S BALL
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DEPART RPYC ON YOUR RIB AT 10AM –  
RETURN FROM MANDOON ESTATE AT 3PM

R P Y C 
RIB RIVER
ADVENTURE!
SUNDAY 7 NOVEMBER

Convoy up to Mandoon Estate for a casual picnic lunch  |  Cost: FREE!
Purchase your Food and Drink directly from Mandoon Estate. 

Hampers can be preordered from Mandoon https://mandoonestate.com.au/eat-drink/the-llawn

BYO PICNIC CHAIRS AND RUGS

Let us know you’re coming by registering at https://rpyc.typeform.com/RPYCRIBRIVER
For more details contact Saskia on 9389 1555 or boatingadmin@rpyc.com.au
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Wardroom 

Friday 
Night  
Grill

A GREAT WAY TO 
START THE WEEKEND!
BRING THE FAMILY 
DOWN FOR THE BEST 
GRILL IN TOWN
6pm -  Late

FLORAL WORKSHOP
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COMMODORE’S MESSAGE

❚	 Shawn	Offer 
Commodore

It has now been a couple 
months since the 2021 
Annual General Meeting. I 
have had more than enough 
time to settle into my new 
role as Commodore of this 
great organisation. It is an 
understatement to say that I 
am privileged and honoured 
to be one of only 67 people 
to have had the helm of this 
wonderful institution in its 
157-year history. Like all good 
ships, she is only as good as 
the entire crew compliment. 
I am extremely lucky to have 
a talented team to work with 
me. Be those people who are 
paid, or the unpaid volunteers 
who invest so much of their 
time and effort into their Club. 
Thank you in advance to every 
one of you for your efforts in 
the coming two years. I have 
many ‘thank you’s’ in this 
contribution to In the Wind.  

On behalf of all the Club’s 
members, I wish to express 
our sincerest gratitude to 
Commodore Greg O’Neill 
who recently finished his 
18-year journey on General 
Committee. More than half 
of this time was spent as 
the Honorary Treasurer, a 
very demanding role. I have 
spent the last four years 
working very closely with 
the Commodore. I am now 
fortunate to take the helm 
with strong set of protocols 
for General Committee, a clear 
set of future initiatives and a 
Club which is in great shape, 
poised and full of potential 
in no small part because of 

Commodore O’Neill’s efforts. 
It is very true to say that this 
was possible only because 
his wonderful wife Janet and 
their family allowed Greg to 
be so dedicated to his various 
positions at the Club over the 
years, thank you very much to 
Janet and the family. 

Vice Commodore Janet 
Hornbuckle is now 
Chairperson for the House 
Standing Committee. Rear 
Commodore Andrew McAullay 
has moved into the role of 
Chairperson for the Regatta 
Standing Committee. Captain 
Sail Robbie Gibbs now heads 
the Race Sail Sub Committee, 
Captain Power Mark Busio and 
Captain Dinghies David Hinton 
continue their great work 
as the Chairpersons of their 
respective Sub Committees. 
It is marvelous to have this 
fantastic group of people 
representing members’ 
interests. I know from working 
with this group over the past 
few years just how dedicated 
and hardworking they are. 
Please give them a pat on 
the back and some words of 
encouragement for the time 
they give to your Club every 
week. It is a great deal more 
time than most realise. 

There have been other 
changes on your General 
Committee this year. An 
election was held to elect 
General Committee Members 
and we had five excellent 
candidates for four positions. 
Your new General Committee 
consists of a diverse group 
of people from around the 
Club including Paul Durrant, 
Fiona Laing, Robert Sharnell 
and Tony Strickland. An 
unfortunate reality of an 
election process though, 
is the disappointment felt 
when someone misses a seat 
at the table. Karen Koedyk 
has served on the General 
Committee since 2017, 
including two years in the role 
of Membership Chairperson. 
Heartfelt appreciation to 
Karen for all her hard work 
whilst on General Committee. 
I am sure she will continue 

to be a strong supporter of 
all the Club’s social events. I 
am sure we have not seen the 
last of Karen in the General 
Committee uniform!

Greg Kirk has retired from 
General Committee. Greg 
was rightly awarded a 
Horrace Rumble award at 
the most recent AGM for his 
contributions to the Club over 
the years, particularly at a 
General Committee level since 
2001. Greg served on every 
committee of the Club and often 
three at a time. He has been the 
voice of our Opening Days for 
many years and has also served 
the Club as Captain Dinghies, 
Membership Chairperson, 
House Chairperson and Rear 
Commodore. We thank you 
infinitely Greg for always being 
a voice of experience on the 
various committees that you 
served on and many thanks to 
your wonderful wife Karen for 
letting us have so much of your 
time. 

Day One of being 
Commodore. Enter stage 
right Matt Wearn with 
his Olympic Gold Medal! 
Congratulations Matt on 
achieving this milestone 
despite all the challenges 
and hurdles that you faced 
on your journey. Matt’s 
parents Brad (Honorary 
Treasurer) and Karen were 
very eager to ring the bell in 
the Wardroom and include 
the Wednesday sailors in 
their ongoing celebrations. 
Brad spoke to those present 
in the Wardroom and paid 
tribute to all of those who 
are part of Matt’s success. 
It is ultimately the athletes’ 
abilities that win the day, 
however, there is a massive 
amount of support from 
parents, coaches, mentors, 
friends and two yacht clubs 
that make this opportunity 
possible. Congratulations to 
all those involved in Matt’s 
success, particularly to 

21 RACES | 7 MONTHS | Start Times: from 1330
Results Ceremony to follow every Saturday Race in the Wardroom from 1730.  
Join in the celebrations & toast to the Winners!

RPYC 21/22 
SATURDAY 
SUMMER 
SERIES OCT 2021 –  

APRIL 2022

For more information visit our website on:
www.rpyc.com.au

OR contact our Boating Department on 9423 5505 or email boatingadmin@rpyc.com.au

SUPPORTED BY OUR SUMMER SERIES SPONSORS

REGISTER TO COMPETE TODAY!
See our website to register your vessel for the 21/22 Summer Series

▲
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COMMODORE’S MESSAGE

SEASHELLS
NIGHT SERIES
Overall winner receives a weekend for two at any of 
the Seashells Resorts in WA

For more information, please contact our Boating Office 
on 9423 5504 or email boatingoperations@rpyc.com.au 
or visit www.rpyc.com.au

TAKE PART IN A GREAT SERIES 
OVER THE SEASON AND TEST 
YOUR SKILLS SAILING AT NIGHT

19TH OCTOBER 2021, 16TH NOVEMBER, 21ST DECEMBER,  
25TH JANUARY 2022, 22ND FEBRUARY, 22ND MARCH

his parents for creating the 
conditions that allowed him to 
succeed. Gracious thanks also 
go to the folks at Fremantle 
Sailing Club for their years of 
support for Matt.

To host the Olympics, there 
are thousands of volunteers. 
One RPYC member who was 

at the regatta when Matt won 
his Gold Medal was Barry 
Johnson. Incredibly, Barry 
has now been to six Olympic 
Games as an ISAF International 
Measurer. It is fantastic that 
we have such experience 
amongst our ranks. Barry has a 
remarkable dossier of personal 
achievements, notable regattas 

and committee appointments. 
I encourage you to read his 
contribution in this edition of 
In the Wind. 

Another of our members who 
competed in the 2021 Tokyo 
Olympics was Paralympian 
Natalie Alexander. Natalie 
joined RPYC a little over 12 
months ago as she loves to 
sail competitively in her spare 
time with the WA Para Sailing 
Squad. At these Olympics she 
competed as a member of 
the Australian Gliders Team 
in the Wheelchair Basketball 
competition. At the time of 
writing this they had yet to 
play, however, hopefully they 
too come back feeling like 
they played their best. 

On a different note, many of 
you may be aware that RPYC 
and The Hyatt Regency Perth 
(HRP) are no longer business 
partners. This partnership 
came to an end in September, 
and now the Club is fully 
responsible for the Food & 
Beverage (F&B) service at the 
Club. Many of the same faces 
are happily still with us. We 
also welcome back some old 
faces who have rejoined the 
Club. I wish plain sailing for 
the Vice Commodore, General 
Manager and the F&B Team 
as they prepare for their first 
Opening Day, I am certainly 
looking forward to it. The 
18-year relationship between 
the Club and HRP was a great 
success, and the Club has held 

some amazing functions. Many 
thanks are extended to the 
operational staff from The Hyatt 
Group and the owners of the 
Hotel, the Tuan Sing Group, for 
their support of the RPYC over 
this time. 

A key driver behind the 
relationship was our General 
Manager Stuart Walton who 
reached his 21st anniversary 
as the Club’s General Manger 
in July. Stuart managed to 
keep this all very quiet.  With 
some good guidance from 
General Committees along the 
way, the Club has developed 
significantly in those 21 years. 
The stability provided by a 
successful General Manger was 
key to this success. As a Club 
we have been extremely lucky 
to have someone so dedicated 
and loyal to the Club’s cause for 
such an enduring period. Great 
job GM, we are grateful for your 
years of spectacular service. 

The Summer Sailing Season 
is knocking on the door with 
Opening Day just days away. 
Opening Day is set to be as 
special as ever, weather and 
Covid-19 permitting. As the 
vaccine effort roll out moves 
at a much faster rate now, 
hopefully we will not suffer the 
same issues with lockdowns in 
our city or around the rest of 
the country moving forward. 
I look forward to seeing travel 
conditions back to normal 
domestically. It will be great 
to see some national sailing 
regattas in Perth and the 
Sydney to Hobart return. We 
will be able to visit our network 
of clubs around the country 
along with finally seeing family 
and friends. 

May the 157th Summer 
Boating Season be all that you 
want it to be. Enjoy your time 
on the water racing, cruising, 
paddling, fishing, diving and 
equally as much off the water. 
The Club has a great array of 
social activities for everyone. 
Fair winds and following seas 
to everyone during spring, 
that winter just passed was 
certainly wet and happily now 
only a memory!   n

▲
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VICE COMMODORE’S MESSAGE

❚ Dr Janet Hornbuckle 
Vice Commodore

Though initially daunted by 
this prospect, as I moved 
portfolio from Regatta to 
House, this is an exciting 
opportunity and I am confident 
that this will be beneficial for 
our members. Bringing the 
Hyatt into the Club operations 
certainly served the Club well, 
enabling RPYC to provide 
excellent F&B services to 
members and utilise our 
location and facilities to 
expand into the Function 
Business. We are fortunate to 
have assimilated knowledge 
over that time which will 
serve us well into the future 
with General Manager, Stuart 
Walton and his staff working 
hard behind the scenes to 
ensure a seamless transition. 
We are also fortunate that 
the significant majority of 
the Front of House Staff are 
remaining with us, especially 
with the current employee 
shortage in the sector, and 
several familiar faces are 
returning to join the F&B team. 
In briefing the new House 
Committee I encouraged them 
to pass on compliments and 
concerns that they receive 
from members to the General 
Manager and I encourage you 
to do the same. Of course, if 
there is a particular concern 
during dining please alert the 
House Manager or wait staff so 
that it can be addressed at the 
time. We require constructive 
feedback to ensure that we are 
achieving a high standard of 
service to our members. 

Thank you to all members who 
were present at the recent New 
Members Night to welcome 
60 of our new members to the 
Club (see photos on page 40-
41). The Wardroom had a great 
vibe as we introduced them 
to one of our great traditions 
- ‘the Shout’ and sung to 
their health. Afterwards at 
the Mexican Fiesta Dinner I 
enjoyed the company of new 
members and their families 
including junior members 
Orlando Ligovich and Celina 
Trinh and new Crew member 
David Brockett. Orlando and 
Celina, both aged 10, are 

As we move into our 157th 
Sailing Season my role in the 
Club changes to an ‘off water’ 
focus as the Chair of House 
Committee affectionately 
known as being in charge of 
‘Pies, Parties and Parking’! 
I thank the previous House 
Committee for their work 
and introduce the new 
House Committee to you 
including: 

Captain Power Mark Busio 
Chair of Membership Tony 
Strickland
Kim Short who continues on 
the Committee
Verma Vitales
Nicola Robertson
Nic Massey
John Guhl
Shawn Siganto - Food and 
Beverage Manager
Kelly Scott - Marketing 
Manager

We look forward to providing 
strategic direction in House 
Matters at the Club and 
welcome your input and 
feedback. 

As you will all be aware, 
after 18 years and by mutual 
agreement, we are ceasing 
our Food and Beverage 
arrangement with Hyatt Perth 
Regency and bringing those 
services fully into the Club. 

active Optimist sailors and 
already have high aspirations 
talking about the Brisbane 
Olympics! Fantastic to hear 
and Good Luck guys! David’s 
two eldest children are keen 
to join the Opti Fleet having 
completed Tackers 1 & 2 and 
Mum is hoping for a ‘Keel Boat 
Crew & Helm Course’ as a 
Christmas Present!  It’s great to 
see so many families actively 
engaged at the Club and vitally 
important that we get the 
balance of family fun activities 
and our more traditional 
events right. 

Finally, one of the roles I am 
very much looking forward to 
as Vice Commodore is as Mess 
President at our Combined 
Mess Night with RFBYC. My 
first ever attendance at Mess 
Night was in 2005 when there 
were just 4 women present, all 
seated in different corners of 
the room, one of whom was my 
guest who I had to introduce 
from the opposite corner! I 
recall there was consternation 
as I expressed the desire to 
attend but as a full member 
of RPYC why shouldn’t I? I 
remember the magical trip 
down river under a full moon, 
though the trip home is harder 
to recall. I can’t think why! I also 
remember actively engaging 
in conversation with RFBYC 
members at the table during 
dinner and having my ‘entree’ 
removed, hardly touched, 
with the Steward advising 
“Madame, you are holding up 
the Mess” as I looked around 
and saw everyone else had 
finished theirs. I certainly 
never imagined that 16 years 
later, having attended all 
but one Mess Night over that 
time, I would be the Mess 
President determining when 
the assembled Mess can start 
and finish their Entrees. Mess 
Night is certainly one of the 
highlights in my calendar 
and I am honoured to be the 
first ‘Madame President’ of 
our Combined Mess Night 
to uphold the traditions of 
the Mess. Hopefully I will 
remember more about this 
night than previous ones!  n

Nominations close on Wednesday 3rd November at 1800 
For more information, please contact our Boating Office on 9423 5504  

or email boatingoperations@rpyc.com.au

START AT RPYC AND FINISH AT RFBYC
Handicap start 1330 at RPYC

Stay on and enjoy the celebration after racing

GOVERNOR’S 
CUP 

SATURDAY 13TH 
NOVEMBER, 2021
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MEMBERSHIP
Andrew McAullay, Membership Chair

Welcome to our new Members –  
September 2021
The Commodore, Flag Officers and members of General 
Committee welcome the following new Members to Royal 
Perth Yacht Club:
Mr Bryce Hinton, Mr Dave Cooper and Mrs Misha Lee Cooper 
and their children Ashton and Milly, Mr Ken and Mrs Vicki 
Kuehlmann, Ms Debra Best, Mrs Jane and Master Casper 
Niedinger, Ms Nat Keals, Miss Adele and Master Harry 
Cunningham, Miss Elizaveta Fedotova, Miss Grace Lewis, 
Mr Toby Clarke, Mr Shekin Sidambaram, Mr Cameron 
Blyth, Mr John McMath, Mr Garry Fitzpatrick and Ms Denise 
McComish, Dr Eric Heenan and Mrs Helen McNally and their 
children Alice and Ivy, Mrs Susan and Mr Mike Folwell, Mrs 
Kristina and Mr John Young and their children John Jnr, 
Ava and Chase, Ms Tarla Elward, Mrs Rachel and Miss Claire, 
Master Riley and Miss Hannah Lewis, Mr Lachlan Pink, Mr 
Nigel Rogers, Master Ethan Boytt, Mr Hugh DeVries and Miss 
Hollie DeVries, Master Roy Woodcock, Mrs Marsha Dale, Miss 
Dom Everall, Mr Josh Hills, Ms Suzanne Jenkins, Mr Arek 
Kazmierski, Mr Alastair Kirby, Miss Brigette MacFarlane, Miss 
Amelia Ross, Dr Iva Stajskal, and Mr Russell Stephenson.
We are also delighted to welcome back Mr Ed O’Connor-
Smith.

REAR COMMODORE’S MESSAGE

Welcome to the upcoming 
Summer Season, its an honour 
and a pleasure to be Rear 
Commodore and Regatta 
Chairman for the next two 
years. We have a busy summer 
of boating ahead of us, which 
I will touch on shortly. Firstly, 
I would like to welcome and 
thank the Regatta Committee 
members who have put their 
hands up and volunteered 
their time to help guide the 
Clubs on water activities.

They are: Captain Sail Robbie 
Gibbs, Captain Dinghies Dave 
Hinton, Colin Harrison, Hilary 
Arthure, Harmon McAullay, 
Fiona Laing, Rob Scharnell 
and Mike O’Loughlin, and 
we couldn’t do what we do 
without our Sailing Office 
Travis Burtenshaw, Saskia 
McKay and CDO Chris 
Goldacre.

As we move into the summer 
season it is important that 
we ensure that skippers and 
crew are all in Club approved 
sailing rig while on water 
competing in Club events. 
That being White shirt, and 
White or Black shorts. 

As from January 1st, 
Australian Sailing Rule 46 
will come into full effect, and 
this means that any person 
competing in any race is 
required to be a member of 
an Australian Sailing affiliated 
Club or a Club affiliated 
with World Sailing. To help 
facilitate this the Club has 
introduced a Temporary 
Membership category.  

❚ Andrew McAullay 
Rear Commodore

A Temporary membership 
lasts for 3 months and is 
non-renewable, it is also free 
of cost. Applications will be 
available at the Boating Office 
on the day of racing. This 
Membership will ensure that 
skippers have the mechanism 
to comply with AS Rule 46, for 
any guest or visitor that they 
may have sailing with them. If 
your crew is a member of any 
other yacht club recognised 
by Australian or World Sailing, 
Temporary Membership is not 
required.

If your Temporary member 
wished to continue sailing 
after the 3 month expires, 
we encourage them to 
choose from one of the Clubs 
membership categories.

Temporary membership is 
not required for Thursday 
night Twilights.

This summer season we will 
also be introducing TopYacht. 
TopYacht will be used for 
Race management and will 
also enable the Club to know 
who is on the water and on 
what yacht, it will contain 
emergency contact details 
etc… so that we may comply 
with our safety obligations to 
our members. We encourage 
all skippers to register their 
crew members each week.

Instructions on how to do 
this will be released by the 
Boating Office closer to 
Opening Day.

Sadly, the Inaugural Womens 
regatta was abandoned due 
to lack of wind on Matilda 
Bay, strangely, at the same 
time, the Huck Scott regatta 
at FSC was abandoned due to 
too much wind.

Congratulations to Chris Pye 
and Team for their win in 
the Impromptu Cup Teams 
Racing event.

It would be remiss of me not 
to again congratulate Matt 
Wearn on winning Gold, plus 
a huge well done to Brad, 
Karen and family for the 
support they have given him 

to achieve this feat. Let’s 
hope he doubles up in Paris 
2024.

We have a busy summer 
season ahead of us starting 
with Opening Day on  
October 9. 

With help from the Vaccine 
roll out we hope to Host 
the Techno 293 National 
Championships, with 
the Techno 293 State 
Championships being the 
warmup event from the 3rd 
to the 9th of January. The 
Colin Mullins Match Racing 
will be held on January 30. 

From February 12 to 13 we will 
run the largest Dinghy Event in 
WA, The Mini Series.

March will be a busy month 
with the S80, S97 and Farr 9.2 
State Championships being 
held out of the Annexe over the 
long weekend, and the Cape 
Naturaliste and Return Race 
starting on the 11th. 

We will host the Champion 
of Champions regatta on the 
18th March and the Womens 
State Keelboat Championships 
on the 19th finishing with 
the State Youth Keelboat 
Championships on the 20th.  n
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CAPTAIN SAIL’S REPORT

❚ Robbie Gibbs 
Captain Sail

has stemmed from 
three generations of 
sailboat racing, where my 
grandfather raced often 
with the great Commodore 
Bill Lucas and my father 
Commodore Peter Gibbs 
was a regular sailor in both 
skiffs and keelboats for 
decades. I started sailing 
at age of four in Mudlarks 
where Bill Quin taught 
me how to sail off MBSC 
as a nipper. As I grew 
older, I progressed into 
the RPYC youth squad in 
the early 2000’s, where 
I was fortunate enough 
to represent the Club 
internationally for many 
years.    

The early 2000’s RPYC Youth 
squad came together by 
Stuart Walton, the late 
Derek Miles and Jodie 
Earnshaw, where they 
pulled a dozen RPYC kids 
together to compete 
in Pacer Teams Racing, 
Foundation Keel Boat 
events and Match Racing. 
We used to glue and tape 
the Elliot 5.9’s together and 
go out and train against 
one another to improve our 
skill set in Match Racing. 
Our program developed 
so strongly that we were 
fortunate enough to have 

Hello Members and friends,

I am very pleased to be 
taking over the duties of 
Captain Sail for the next 
two seasons from Tony 
Strickland. Before getting 
underway with my first-
ever report, I just want to 
congratulate and thank 
both Tony Strickland and 
Commodore Greg O’Neil for 
a very impressive two years. 
Considering the challenging 
times which we have all 
faced, the Club weathered 
the storm and is in an 
incredible position both on 
and off water thanks to both 
of these gentlemen.

Regarding myself and my 
background in sailing; 
my passion for sailing 

personnel who were the 
pinnacle of the sport in 
Peter Gilmour and Andy 
Fethers come down to 
coach this new generation 
of sailors.

With regards to the early 
2000’s youth squad, the 
Members went on to be very 
successful. Kinley Fowler 
won the Americas Cup, 
Steve Thomas won multiple 
skiff World Championships, 
Torvar Mirsky won the World 
Match Racing Tour, Mark 
O’Toole sailed multiple 
World Match Racing Tour 
events, Elise Rechici and 
Tessa Parkinson won the 
470 Olympic Gold Medal and 
most recently Matt Wearn 
(The youngest member of 
this old RPYC Youth Squad) 
won the Laser Olympic Gold 
Medal. Besides the on-
water success, many youth 
Members made life-long 
friendships and are still 
putting back into the Club 
such as Astrid Hansen, Kate 
Wearn, Trent Carter and 
Jonathon Clough, who are 
all proud RPYC Members.

With the new Elliot 7’s 
arriving as a Christmas 
present this year and 
Travis Burtenshaw being 
a dynamic and strongly 
regarded sailing operations 

professional. I am super 
excited to be involved 
in the next generation 
RPYC Youth Squad with 
Rear Commodore Andrew 
McAullay (Head of Regatta) 
and the wider RPYC team/
committees. We are hoping 
a new era of sailors will 
once again emerge through 
the Elliot 7’s, and with that 
comes the four F’s – Fun, 
Friendships, Frequency & 
Future.

With regards to Race Sail, 
we have restructured 
the committee to purely 
focus on Saturday 
sailing participation for 
2021/22. Our aim as a 
collective group is to grow 
participation to ensure 
Members are having fun, 
building friendships, 
frequently sailing to provide 
the Club a strong future for 
the next generation to enjoy 
and evolve.

For now, I will leave it at 
this and I look forward to 
reporting again in the next 
publication.

Enjoy your sailing and 
please get behind Travis 
and the boating operations 
to ensure participation on 
Saturdays grows for this 
coming summer season.  n

Eddie Slobe • 0430 442 775
ed@skymaze.com.au

www.skymaze.com.au

•  Commercial Rigging •  Rigging & Mast Repairs •  S/S & Ally Welding/Fabrication

•  INSURANCE QUOTES & REPAIRS                   •  INSURANCE RIG CHECK REPORTS
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CAPTAIN POWER’S REPORT

❚ Mark Busio 
Captain Power

the sun occasionally peeking 
out through the clouds.  It is 
so good to see our regular 
competitors in action as 
well as the many new teams 
having a go for RPYC.  We 
now have over 15 boats who 
are regularly competing 
and have seen some serious 
improvements in scores, 
with some really interesting 
results throughout the season 
causing both heartbreak 
and joy. I have no idea how 
the places lie at present but 
look forward to seeing how 
the hotly contested Club 
championship unfolds at the 
Change of Season Dinner and 
presentations. 

We have lots of events 
planned for the spring and 
summer months - cruising in 
company, raft-ups, twilight 
sail opportunities, rib-runs up 
river, and annexe weekenders 
to name just a few.  The Club 
has organized the Spring 
Weekender to replace the 
cancelled West Coast Tour.  
This is sure to be a weekend of 
fun and frivolity with 30 boats 
– both power and sail - already 
registered as I write and 
potentially ninety plus guests 
at the Samphire Rottnest 
function.

The Summer Season Opening 
Day is just around the corner 
on Saturday 9th October. 
There will again be a sail past 
and I strongly encourage all 
Power Yachties to get out and 
participate in the sail past and 

Hello Members, Family and 
Friends.

First of all, I would like to say 
that I am absolutely delighted 
to be serving as your Captain 
Power for another term. You 
guys are what our Club is 
all about and your ongoing 
support is greatly appreciated!

Spring has finally sprung after 
what seems to have been 
a very long and wet winter.  
Unfortunately, it has not yet 
told the rain to disappear 
and allow the sun out to play 
but we do know that sunny 
warm days are just around the 
corner.

So, in anticipation of fantastic 
boating weather with warm 
spring days ahead of us, 
now is the time to make sure 
your boat is in good and safe 
working order. I encourage 
you to do thorough checks 
on your mechanical gear. 
Make sure that your safety 
equipment, fire extinguishers, 
flares, life jackets and 
Epirb’s are all up to date. 
Not forgetting to ensure that 
your anchoring equipment 
is up to scratch, with the 
anchor correctly sized for your 
boat and the anchor winch 
operating correctly.

The time trialing season is 
almost over as I write, with the 
last event next Saturday 4th 
September.

We have had a fantastic 
season of events and the 
weather gods have been kind, 
with mostly low winds and 

opening day festivities. Keep 
an eye out for the details.

For anyone interested in 
sailing just put your hand 
up as there are plenty of 
skippers looking for crew - 
new or experienced. Contact 
Saskia in the boating office 
and she will be sure to help 
you out.  

Saskia Mackay 
boatingadmin@rpyc.com.au.

Do make sure that you say 
hello to me on Elysium when 
you are around on A Jetty.

I look forward to meeting up 
with you all again at the Club 
or on the water.  Happy and 
safe boating to you all.  n

POWER 
CELEBRATIONS

CHANGE OF 
SEASON

INCLUDING THE PRESENTATIONS FOR THE 2021 TIME TRIAL SEASON

With the winter season officially 
closed and the season of raft 
ups and cruising in company 
about to commence – it’s time 
to celebrate our winners and get 
set for the adventures ahead. 

Friday 1st October
6:30pm for drinks  
7pm celebrations commence

River Room

$65pp including 2 course meal

BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL   
Please phone Tracy at reception  
on 9389 1555 or email  
reception@rpyc.com.au 
Don’t forget to let us know if you  
have any dietaries.
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CAPTAIN DINGHIES REPORT

❚ David Hinton 
Captain Dinghies

Marit Bouwmeester, 
Giles Scott, Josh Junior, 
Tonci Stipanovic.  These 
interactions and the 
coverage has provided a 
great motivation to get in 
some pre-season training. 

Continuing the Olympic 
theme – Natalie Alexander 
is normally seen in her 303 
wearing a PFD, this time 
she is pulling on the green 
and gold with the Australian 
Women’s basketball team, 
the Gliders.  Natalie we wish 
you well for Tokyo.

Many of our hardy sailors 
have tootled over to SoPYC 
for the winter series of 
racing.  Bindi, Skippy and 
Fedor led us across in the 
Optimists.  Some ten Laser 
sailors both young, middle 
young and previously young 
went across to fly the flag.  
Some top sailing and top 
shelf results with Lawson 
second in the Standard, 
Adam first Grand Master, 
Peter first Great Grand 
Master.  Antun was first 
in the Radial with Lili and 
Lachlan hot on his heels.

Our Board, Laser and 
Optimist sailors headed 
to Fremantle Sailing Club 
for the Huck Scott winter 
series.  At the last hit out 
the conditions were very 
challenging and really tested 
the mettle of our sailors, the 
last series of races is on 28 
August. 

Back in June Jake 
Hindmarsh took out the 
State Slalom championships 
at Safety Bay on his 
speedy slalom board. 
Congratulations Jake. 

At the Clubs AGM last 
month, a very well 
deserving Sharlene 
Hindmarsh and Ray 
McAullay were recognised 
with a Commodores 
Commendation for their 
huge contribution to the 
Club over many, many 
years.  Sharlene has helped 
out so so much on the 

Congratulations to Matt 
Wearn on winning the Gold 
medal.  Congrats also to 
Emma for making the medal 
race and to the whole Wearn 
family.  Matt commenced 
his amazing journey in Optis 
at RPYC and his dedication 
and commitment has been 
rewarded.

Wasn’t the live coverage 
from Enoshima fantastic, 
kudos to the broadcast host 
for bringing us so close to 
the action without getting 
wet.  The mark rounding’s 
in the Radial fleet were 
particular hectic and I 
reckon some collision bonds 
were lost in the process.  
The downwind kinetics 
of the Laser sailors were 
fantastic to watch and the 
edges of Rule 42 was surely 
tested. Who could forget 
the pumping from the lean 
Board sailors and the 470 
crew.  Our bigger lads could 
also be seen to shed a tear 
as the Finn made its last 
appearance at the games 
since Helsinki in 1940.    

Continuing on the Olympic 
theme – lots of our dinghy 
sailors have had great 
experiences sailing with 
many of the Tokyo athletes 
we saw in action.  To 
drop a few names here 
our sailors have rubbed 
gunwales with rockstars 
the likes of Nia Jerwood, 
Monique DeVries, Mara 
Stransky, Lisa Darminin, 
Jason Waterhouse, Jake 
Lilley, Emma Plaashaert, 

Committee Boat and behind 
the scenes doing the results.  
She also had a stint on the DD 
Committee and was the Clubs 
rep at WAIODA.  Some of us 
call him Grandad some just 
Dad but best of all you can call 
Ray Mr Dependable.  His water 
taxi service that doubles as a 
vessel for mark laying, rescue, 
drinks and encouragement 
has been availed by all of us 
at sometime.  Thank you Ray - 
you always have our back.  

Please note your diaries for 
the Westsail & WA Youth 
Championships at HYC on 25 
to 30 September.  Also coming 
up are the Australian Masters 
Games in October at MoFSC 
and we have some Laser and 
Tasar sailors. 

As we go to print I am 
delighted to share with 
you that the Flying Ant 
double hander program has 
commenced.  We have a 
talented Coach, enthusiastic 

sailors, supportive parents 
so just add water and away 
we go.   The sailors are 
gearing up for the Flying Ant 
Nationals to be held in WA 
in January - so the timing is 
excellent.

Winter training continues 
with gusto notwithstanding 
the nasty weather at times.  
Our sailors are gearing up 
for the hectic Nationals 
season coming up with 
Techno’s at RPYC, Lasers 
and Optimists at Fremantle, 
Flying Ants next door and 
Tasars at Port Lincoln all 
Covid permitting.

Your DD Committee has 
been working through 
a strategy process and 
some great initiatives have 
come forward and we look 
forward to rolling these 
out as we head towards 
Opening Day.  Please stay 
tuned to the DD Updates on 
Facebook.  n
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SUNDAY ALL DAY
BrunchMENU

Tasty

BRUNCH
Seasonal fruit, Greek yoghurt, granola (v)  …$12

Maple syrup stacked pancakes, strawberries,  
fresh cream (v)  …$14

2 Free range eggs your way on sourdough  
toast* (v)  …$12

Eggs Benedict, Danish ham, toasted English  
muffin*  …$18

Eggs Florentine, Mylup spinach, toasted  
English muffin*  …$19

Eggs Royal, Tasmanian smoked salmon,  
toasted English muffin*  …$23

Full breakfast, 2 Free range eggs, bacon,  
sausage, roast tomato, mushrooms, hash  
browns, beans* …$25

Spicy chorizo style sausage & eggs,  
sourdough toast*   …$16

Wild mushroom & Goats cheese pan omelette, 
sourdough toast* (v)  …$18

Heinz Beans on sourdough toast* (ve) …$12

Vegan RPYC Full breakfast, vegan sausage,  
smashed avocado, roast tomato, mushrooms,  
hash browns* (ve)  …$25

Treeton farm Striploin & eggs, chips*  …$25

Vegetable burrito bowl, poached egg*  
(v)  …$18

Classic Caesar Salad* (v)  …$16

BLT toasted panini, chips* …$15

Fon’s quiche of the day with salad (v)  …$12

Bacon & Egg roll  …$10

Chicken Wrap, cheese & bacon  …$13

Roast Cone Bay barramundi, chips*  …$29

Amelia Park lamb shank, whipped potato,  
lamb braise (gf)  …$28

SIDES  
(can be added to any dish)

Baked beans  …$5
Hash browns  …$5
Roasted mushrooms  …$6
Bacon rashers  …$6
Smoked salmon  …$8
Sausage  …$9
Roasted tomato  …$5
Avocado side  …$6

8:30am 
to 3pm

AVAILABLE FROM THE WARDROOM OR CATAL INA BAR

S U N D O W N E R  M E N U  STA RTS  1 5 0 0

v = vegetarian ve = vegan
gf = gluten free * = gluten free option

FreshHot



IN THE WIND 10 : 202136

WEST 
COAST 
TOUR

2022

Save t
hedate

FRIDAY 
29TH APRIL – 
SUNDAY 
1ST MAY

FOR THE MOST POPULAR 
OCEAN CRUISE OF THE 
SEASON!

SAIL & POWER
YACHTS
WELCOME!

3 days, 3 destinations.  
Plenty of great memories!
To register your interest, contact the  
Boating Department on 9423 5505 or  
email boatingadmin@rpyc.com.au
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SIGNALS FROM THE ENGINE ROOM

❚ Stuart Walton 
General Manager

This Signal from the Engine 
Room is entirely focused on 
the many changes that have 
occurred as a result of us taking 
back the management of our 
Food and Beverage operations. I 
ask you to join me in making the 
many new staff welcome and 
feel part of this great Club. 

FOOD AND BEVERAGE 
SERVICES 
As many members are aware 
the Catering Services Agreement 
between the Club and the 
Hyatt Regency Perth hotel 

was terminated on the 15th of 
September. This agreement 
had been in place for 18 years 
during which time we have run 
some memorable events at the 
Club. It has been a very strong 
relationship however the time 
has come for us to operate our 
own Food and Beverage service 
once again. I would like to 
publicly thank the Hyatt Hotel 
for their support and dedication 
over the past 18 years. 

FOOD AND BEVERAGE 
STAFF
I am very pleased to announce 
that most of the hospitality 
staff previously employed 
by Hyatt, but based at the 
Club, have joined the Club 
staff. The Food and Beverage 
department will continue to be 
headed up by Shawn Siganto 
who will be supported by two 
Assistant Managers, Courtney 
Willson, and Cathal Grealish 
plus Jamie Smillie in the role 
of team leader. The kitchen will 
be under the control of Simon 
George who was our head chef 
until he left about 18 months 

ago. Simon has a very strong 
team in the kitchen including 
two chefs who have been with 
us for some years.

Zoe Clarke, formally our 
Membership and Marketing 
Assistant has taken over from 
Jadi Traldi in the role of events 
co-ordinator. Zoe, who has 
studied events management, 
is ready and willing to help you 
design any style of function 
from weddings to corporate 
events be they cocktail style or a 
more formal sit-down dinner. 

Two Hyatt staff namely Head 
Chef Adrian and Events Co-
ordinator Jadi have returned 
to the hotel. Both have done a 
fabulous job for the Club; we are 
genuinely grateful for their hard 
work and professionalism. 

I can confidently say that the 
new F&B team are not only 
highly experienced Food and 
Beverage professionals but also 
have a thorough understanding 
of the Club and the standards 
we expect. 

STAFF CHANGES IN 
FREMANTLE
Clem Rogers - After 13 years 
of loyal service, Clem Rogers 
our Fremantle Annexe Harbour 
Master has decided to retire. 
Clem has done a fantastic job 
looking after the Annexe which 
is a very valuable and important 
asset for us. Apart from looking 
after the needs and wants of 
our Annexe penholders he has 
helped to manage the various 
sailing and power boat events 
held in Fremantle. I wish Clem a 
long and happy retirement.

Danny Gavin – Danny has 
joined the Club staff as our 
new Annexe Harbour Master. 
Danny will be known to several 
members having been in and 
around the Annexe for many 
years. A very practical fellow 
with many years of experience 
in boating, Danny will, I am sure, 
be a great asset.

NEW APPOINTMENTS IN 
CRAWLEY 
Jess Tran – Jess has joined 
the marketing team in the 
role of Marketing and Member 
Engagement Officer. Jess, is a 
very bubbly and happy person 
and has some big shoes to fill 

in replacing Zoe. She will be 
involved in all sorts of Club 
activities so you will be hearing 
from her very soon.

Louise Satterthwaite – Louise  
joined us in September in the 
newly created role of Accounts 
Officer. Amongst many other 
duties Louise will be the go-to 
person for accounts queries. 

Estelle Bradley – Estelle’s role 
as Administration Operations 
Manager, has been broadened  
to include managing the 
administration aspect of 
our new Food and Beverage 
operation.  Estelle has done 
a great job over the last few 
weeks project managing 
the many new systems and 
procedures that have been 
introduced to cope with the 
workload formally handled for 
us by the Hyatt.

INTRODUCTION OF NEW 
MENUS AND BEVERAGE 
OFFERINGS 
Over the coming weeks we 
will be expanding the range 
of beverages available in the 
Wardroom with particular 
emphasis on the wine list. Chef 
Simon is developing some new 
menus both for the Wardroom 
and Catalina Bar. We very much 
welcome all feedback both 
on the menus and beverage 
selections, please don’t be 
backward in coming forward  
(I know you won’t). 

CHRISTMAS IS COMING
We are ready to receive 
bookings for your corporate 
or family Christmas events, 
however I urge you to get in 
quick because it looks like 
November and December are 
going to be busy months.

OPENING DAY
As you will read elsewhere in 
this edition, we are planning a 
fantastic Opening Day. Last year 
more people attended than we 
have seen for many years. From 
memory we served about 780 
individually cooked meals in a 
very short time. We recognise 
that the queues were quite 
long however we have learnt a 
great deal from last year so I am 
confident that we will be able 
to improve the service times. All 
we need now is perfect weather.  n
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Shawn Siganto  
F & B Manager
What do you enjoy most about the Club and the Members of RPYC?  
The best thing about working at the club is being able to get to know the members 
and build a relationship over time as you do with regular guests. The members are 
easy going and you can have a joke with them which makes work more fun. 

What are you most excited about, leading the new RPYC Team?  
What excites me most moving forward is that the leadership team in our 
department is very strong now and I really think we will be able to make an 
extremely strong team and take our service to the next level. I want to create 
memorable experiences for our members and think that we are in a great position 
to do this moving forward.  

What’s something new you plan on bringing to the RPYC Team?  
Just as it is important to build a relationship with our members I want my team 
with the kitchen and all RPYC staff to have a strong relationship and want to build 
on that as we move into the future. The better we work together the more able we 
become in achieving our goals. 

How	do	you	spend	your	time	off?	What	activities/hobbies	do	you	enjoy	most?	  
I enjoy running and going to the gym which is probably why I equally enjoy my 
sleep. Other than that I like to watch movies and go out to new venues around Perth 
to try new foods and drinks and see what they offer. 

What is your drink of choice?  
Working in hospitality I like all kinds of drinks but at home I like whisky/scotch 
and if I am going out to dine I will usually drink a red. Pinot noirs and Cabernet 
Sauvignons are my preferred choice. 

What	is	your	favourite	meal/food?	This is a tough one as I seriously like a lot of 
different foods and would try most things. I guess I can say I like spicy food and also 
have a bit of a sweet tooth. 

What would you name your dream boat?  
Siggy was my Dads nickname, short for Siganto. I would name my boat Siggy’s in 
remembrance of him.

Where would you stay on your dream holiday?  
I have always wanted to visit the Maldives and plan to once we are able to travel 
again. I would love to stay on a bungalow right above the water.  

Cathal Grealish 
Assistant F & B Manager
What do you enjoy most about the 
Club and the Members of RPYC?  
The friendly Smiling Faces.

What are you most excited about, 
joining the new RPYC Team?  
Working with all the old team.

What’s something new you plan on 
bringing to the RPYC Team?  
A new and old perspective on moving 
forward.

How	do	you	spend	your	time	off?	
What	activities/hobbies	do	you	
enjoy most?  
Brewing beer and hopefully soon 
distilling spirits.

What is your drink of choice?  
A cold IPA or Old Fashioned.

What	is	your	favourite	meal/food?	 
Surf N Turf.

What would you name your dream 
boat?  
In a meeting.

Where would you stay on your 
dream holiday?  
A hotel.

WE’RE ABSOLUTELY DELIGHTED 
TO WELCOME HOME SOME 
FAMILIAR FACES

SO MANY OF YOU TOLD US HOW SORRY YOU WERE TO SEE SIMON, 
CATHAL AND COURTNEY LEAVE THE CLUB AND WE’VE ALREADY 
SEEN SOME AMAZING REACTIONS FROM YOU TO THEIR RETURN!
Thank you so much to those of you who have already made our new/old team feel so welcome. 
They have all said they felt like they’ve come home.
We can’t wait for what’s to come – we have a formidable team as we forge forward to a new era of F & B Operations.



ROYAL PERTH YACHT CLUB NEWSLETTER IN THE WIND 39

Courtney Willson 
Assistant F & B Manager
What do you enjoy most about RPYC and it’s Members? 
It’s such an upbeat environment! I can always count on the Members for a laugh to 
get me through any day of the week.

What are you most excited about, joining the new RPYC Team? 
Coming back home, and working with the all stars crew of RPYC.

What’s something new you plan on bringing to the new RPYC Team? 
Working alongside Zoe in the events and functions space, I’m so looking forward to 
bringing some fresh ideas to the Club.

How	do	you	spend	your	time	off?	What	activities/hobbies	do	you	enjoy	most? 
I love keeping fit, doing CrossFit most nights of the week. Also, I’m looking to join a 
Field Hockey team.

What is your drink of choice? 
Gin & Tonic, of course!

What	is	your	favourite	meal/food? 
I have a very big sweet tooth, any sour lollies!

What would you name your dream boat? 
I wasn’t prepared for this question! Leave it with me…

Where would you stay on your dream holiday? 
Canada.

Simon George 
Head Chef
What do you enjoy most about the 
Club and the Members of RPYC?  
I enjoy the relaxed atmosphere and 
different opportunities that the club 
can offer.

What are you most excited about, 
joining the new RPYC Team?  
Seeing old friends and making new 
ones.

What’s something new you plan on 
bringing to the RPYC Team?  
More modern and exciting food 
options.

How	do	you	spend	your	time	off?	
What	activities/hobbies	do	you	
enjoy most?   
What’s time off??? Looking after my 2 
young children and very rarely these 
days, fishing.

What is your drink of choice?  
Coffee.

What	is	your	favourite	meal/food?	
Sushi

What would you name your dream 
boat?  
I asked my son, he said we should 
name it Boaty …

Where would you stay on your 
dream holiday?  
Bora Bora.

❚	 Left	to	right:	Simon	George,	Courtney	Willson,	Shawn	Siganto	and	Cathal	Grealish.
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MEXICAN FIESTA NEW MEMBERS NIGHT
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ENTRÉE
Half dozen oysters Kilpatrick
Or
Aburi salmon, spiced mayonnaise, sushi rice

MAIN
Grilled FOD with twice cooked corn souffle, 
seasonal green vegetables, lemon beurre blanc
Or
Handmade pappardelle pasta, sautéed prawns, 
scallop and squid, rich tomato sauce

DESSERT
Chocolate tart, salted caramel cream, almond 
meringue, fresh berry salsa 

WA Jewels of  
the Sea Dinner
Enjoy WA seafood  
at its best!
With a three course meal carefully 
matched with wines.

$65pp

Bookings are essential  
on 9423 5511 or  
bookings@rpyc.com.au

FRIDAY 22
OCTOBER
FROM 6:30PM

D I N N E R



ROYAL PERTH YACHT CLUB NEWSLETTER IN THE WIND 43

DIVISION 1 REPORT Rob McDonald, Fleet Representative

Here we are, on the cusp of 
another Summer Opening 
Day, hopefully we won’t be 
snookered by COVID-19. 

Our winter season has been 
impacted by the pandemic 
but, fortunately, not as badly 
as some other jurisdictions.

Division A on Wednesday 
has been going gangbusters 
with up to 30 boats on 
the start line, with lots of 
different starting tactics 
being employed, some with 
varying levels of success and 
others with varying levels of 
legality. Let’s hope some of 
that enthusiasm transfers to 
Saturday racing as the fleet 
sizes were disappointing last 
summer.

There have been a few boat 
comings and goings during 
last season and the club has 
lost two of the Adams 10 fleet, 
Addams Family and Candid, 
to the other Royal Club down 
the creek. Bill Quinn has sold 
The Italian Job and purchasing 
the S97, Déjà Vu. This is Bill’s 
third or is it forth S97, I’ve lost 
count, but Bill and Leslie are 
enjoying being back in the 

S97 crowd, it’s déjà vu all over 
again eh Bill!

Will Hammond is the new 
owner of R Six and Gary 
Rodoreda and team have 
completed the refurbishment 
of Surprise Party and 
are sailing Division B on 
Wednesday at present but 
may be forced up into Division 
A if they keep getting fastest 
by large margins.

Denis Vincent and Hilary 
Arthure have upgraded Wyuna 
to a Sunfast 3600 and are 
looking forward to some very 
fast racing offshore and on the 
river.

Commodore Tony Carter and 
son Trent have been bitten 
by the Beneteau bug again 
and have purchased a First 
41.5 which will be called Still 
Cruisin. Nelson Clarke has also 
been bitten with a First 36.7 
Raya and was coming to grips 
with its light air performance 
on a very glassy 4th of August 
for its first Wednesday 
afternoon race.

With the large disparity in 
boat sizes and ages in Division 
1 there has always been an 
issue with the handicapping 
system. Rarely does anybody 
agree that their handicap is 
suitable and even fewer know 
or understand how it was 
arrived at. There has been 
a suggestion that we could 
use the AMS measurement 
system, as is currently in use 
with Division 2. This would 
provide a set of results not 
mired in conjecture regarding 
suitability or sandbagging. 

This system is Australian 
based and is similar to the 
IRC handicapping system 
with 2 main differences. 
The first is that it is created 
and maintained in Australia, 
the second, and more 
importantly, it is very much 
cheaper.

The measurements include 
hull and sail measurements 
and boat weight, The 
boat weight is the most 
problematic, although boats 
with an IRC certificate can 
use the IRC weight. Other 
boats with unknown weight 

could use the design weight 
of their boat as an interim 
measurement and we  could 
have a weigh in weekend 
during the summer and 
update those weights with a 
revalidation or leave them for 
2022-2023.

The AMS results would be 
announced along with the 
PHS results as they do with 
the Division 2 AMS results.

The AMS handicaps could 
also be incorporated into 
Wednesday afternoon racing 
as the AMS system also has a 
no spinnaker rating.

Please contact me or Travis 
Burtinshaw in the Boating 
Operations Office if you would 
like to be involved or if you 
have any questions regarding 
the system.

I’m looking forward to 
summer season and some 
warm weather, hopefully 
without the disruption 
of border closures and 
lockdowns.

I’d rather be sailing!  n
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DIVISION 2 REPORT Jamie Mercer, Fleet Representative

What perfect weather we 
had for the last Frostbite, the 
sun was out and there was 
enough breeze to keep the 
fleet moving at a reasonable 
pace across the Swan River. 
After what seemed like weeks 
of unending rain, it was 
refreshing to feel the warmth 
of the sun rather than the 
penetrating damp. I motored 
out on Big Diamond (still had 
a few jobs to finish on the 
rig before sailing again) and 
followed the fleet to get a few 
photos for this edition of the 
magazine. 

The off season racing was 
very well attended this year; 
Division B had 21 different 
boats competing at various 
times over the winter.

The results for the series were:
1st Grand Piano 

Tony Strickland 24pts
2nd Ragnar 

Graham White 26pts
3rd Itinerant 

Mark Hansen 31pts

A warm welcome to Surprise 
Party helmed by Gary 
Rodoreda. He joined the fleet 
for the first time, achieving a 
commendable third place on 
the water in the last frostbite. 
It will be great to have another 
yacht competing in Division 2 
for the Summer season.

I can’t finish without giving 
a huge congratulation to 
Matt Wearn on achieving 
gold in Tokyo. This was 
an exemplary display of 
mental toughness after the 
uninspiring results in the 
first two races. Matt’s self-
belief eventually carried him 

to the top of the podium 
and proudly achieved him 
a place in RPYC’s history 
books.

See you all out on the water 
for some of your own gold 
medal moments in the 
upcoming season.  n
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SPECIAL 
OFFERS 
on membership at RPYC 

2021/22

ENTRANCE FEES 
SLASHED BY 
50%

FOR MORE 
INFORMATION

ENTRANCE FEES 
WAIVED  
ON SELECTED 
CATEGORIES

FULL MEMBER

SAVE $784.50 
Annual Subscription: $1569

As a Full Member, you are entitled to all 
the privileges of the Club, including berth 
&/or hardstand facilities, 24/7 parking 
access, full voting rights, Wardroom dining 
discounts, plus many more!

FULL MEMBERS 
UNDER 30

SAVE OVER $276 
Annual Subscription:  
from $294

Please contact Gillian on 9423 5503 or membership@rpyc.com.au

www.rpyc.com.au/membership-specials/

FULL FAMILY MEMBER

SAVE $784.50  
Annual Subscription: $1824 (Full/partner) or  
(Full/partner/children u. 18)
Offers the experience to the whole family for an 
additional $300. Family Membership comprises of your 
spouse/defacto &/or children under the age of 18.

SOCIAL  
MEMBERSHIP

SAVE $784.50  
Annual Subscription: 
$784

OUTPORT 
MEMBERSHIP

SAVE $1569  
Annual Subscription: 
$392

CENTREBOARD 
MEMBERSHIP

SAVE $784.50  
Annual Subscription: 
$522
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DIVISION 3 REPORT Mal Wilson, Fleet Representative

20-21 Saturday Racing 
season saw an average of 8 
boats per race. Conditions 
varied from super light to 
really strong.

It is a credit to the following 
sailors and crew to have 
capitalised on the racing 
through the Saturday 
Summer Series.

Congratulations must 
go to Amber, Peter Cook, 
Mistral, Mike Dymond, and 
Vagabond, Tony Finch for 
taking out 1st, 2nd and third 
in the series.

Wednesday Summer Series 
Div C saw Breakin Even, 
Hellas, Nick Melidonis, and 
Happy Sundays, Rob and 
Genevieve take honours in a 
fleet of up to 14 boats.

The Frostbite Series just 
completed saw only three 
boats contesting Div C. 
Breakin Even, Hellas, and 
Farr 4, Simon Haywood.

We are working towards 
a significant larger 
participation next year.

WE WELCOME A NUMBER 
OF NEWCOMERS TO DIV 
3 THIS SUMMER.
Nic & Millie Inkster-Massey 
have been preparing Spray, 
a Cole 26 for their first 
foray into boat ownership. 
Nic previously has been a 
long term crew on the very 
successful Itinerant, & Millie 
has been great crew on 
Breakin Even last season.

Man Singh needs to be 
commended for his efforts 
firstly introducing but also 
substantially assisting 
new boat owners prepare 
their boats for the coming 
season.

Simon Harris’s Halcyon 
suffered a broken main 
bulkhead on a recent 
sail returning from 
Rottnest. The guys then 
set about replacing same 
substantially strengthening 
the boat. 

Oli Baddeley has recently 
rescued Ishtar, an Endeavour 
which had been severely 
damaged on the starboard 
quarter. Multiple splints were 
used to establish original 
lines before extensive glass 
repairs inside and finally 
outside has been made good.

We also welcome Robin 
and Kelly Wilkinson with 
H28 Suzanne. Robin has 
previously been top crew for 
Frakka.

This gives an indication 
that Div 3 fleet should see 
new impetus for the coming 
season and we welcome 
also new Captain Sail Robbie 
Gibbs.

It has been indicated that any 
potential entrant into Div 3 
be assisted in the acquisition 
of crew, additional training 
if required and assistance to 
get into a regular, rewarding 
sailing experience.

To this end please set  
aside Sunday 5/9/21 and 
Sunday 19/9/21 to join us  
for preseason coaching  
races 1 & 2.

If there is anything we can 
do to help you get involved 
please email me on  
mal@images.cx  n
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SEAFARER
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SEAFARER LUNCH
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▲

ENDEAVOUR 24 REPORT

“Plastic boats?  Won’t last 
– give ‘em five years and 
they will be breaking up and 
be on the bottom”.  So said 
some wise guys standing 
on RPYC jetty looking at 
one of the first Endeavour 
24 yachts to arrive on the 
Swan River in 1968!  Cost of 
basic yachts in 1972 locally 
built at Osborne Park by 
Endeavour enthusiast John 
Lighfoot, (owner of Breeze), 
were advertised at $4,680, 
with more complete cruising 
version at $5,400!  Quite a lot 
of money in those days!

Well, here we are some 53 
years later and most are still 
going strong, hulls maybe 
a little worse for wear, 
but many still competing 
successfully against more 
modern (“plastic”) yachts.  
During the 1970’s the 
Endeavour 24 fleet increased 
rapidly from initial three or 
four up to around 24, most of 
them registered and sailing 
at Royal Perth Yacht Club.  
Rumour had it that if two 
E24’s were penned adjacent 
when the moon was full, one 
or two more would appear 
within a few months!!  By 
1975 up to twelve E24’s were 
regularly racing in their own 
Division on Saturdays.

During the 1970’s and 80’s 
Endeavour skippers and 
crew used to take over the 
eastern balcony at RPYC after 
racing, to the exclusion of 
any other persons, to noisily 
discuss and argue who did 
what, where and how during 
the previous races. 

The Association promoted 
and enthusiastically 
supported the election of the 
first two female members 
of RPYC in about 1975, 
when members bowed to 
the inevitable by changing 
the Club’s Constitution to 
recognise that ladies liked to 
sail and even skipper yachts!

The Association celebrated 
the 50th Anniversary of 
its founding at RPYC with 
a grand dinner and prize 

giving in July 2021, attended 
by RPYC Commodore Greg 
O’Neill, our initial President 
Graeme Owens, (owner of 
Halcyon) and initial Honorary 
Secretary Commodore John 
Flower, (Owner of Command) 
together with some 70 
members and guests.

At the forthcoming Association 
AGM, it is rumoured that a  
new much needed and 
younger guard are likely to 
take over Committee duties 
and breathe new life into the 
Association.  We wish them 
well!!
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ENDEAVOUR 24 REPORT By Man Singh

RACE REPORT
LADY SKIPPERS RACE
The annual lady skippers 
race was originally scheduled 
for a February twilight 
but was postponed due to 
excessive wind that evening.

The showdown was 
rescheduled for the second 
frostbite race on Sunday 
18th July. Weather outlook 
was ominous as it had rained 
nonstop for what felt like 
40 days & nights. Finally 
the rain paused and we 
were even blessed with a 10 
knot westerly - perfect lady 
skipper conditions.

The ominous outlook 
resulted in attrition of 
the faint hearted but the 
cream of the crop fronted 
the starter, represented by 
Breeze (Michelle Williamson), 
Mistral (Asa Jarven), Little 
Tiger (Jan Fairclough), & 
Amber (Peta Holmes).

Unfortunately the selection 
of Course 4 in a westerly saw 
a soldier’s outcome with a 
reaching legs and virtually no 
tacking. At the start Amber 

got away smartly with Little 
Tiger & Mistral slightly to 
leeward. Breeze was a tad off 
the pace early.

By the first mark – Foam 
Buoy - LittleTiger had hit 
the lead. Sadly they also 
hit Foam. After taking a 
penalty and forcing Amber 

to tack they regained 
the lead. From there it 
was a procession as Jan 
demonstrated her prowess 
on the helm, increasing her 
lead as the race progressed.

Final placing were 
LittleTiger, Amber, Mistral & 
Breeze.

Jan graciously accepted 
the winner’s trophy, rang 
the bell and explained how 
she had won in spite of the 
input from her crew.

Thanks to all who took 
part in what is an integral 
part of the Endeavour 
calendar.  n
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FARR 9.2 REPORT
Another season is upon us! 
Our latest Farr 9.2 report 
includes results of the last 
season, events over winter, 
and our new plans for 2021-
2022 events.

Over the winter, the 9.2s 
have been keeping active 
in Wednesday afternoon 
racing, with almost all of the 
fleet sailing regularly, within 
division B. Itinerant (Mark 
Hansen) has taken first place 
in mini series one, and at 
the time of writing, Farrlap 
(Andrew Hossen) is only a 
handful of points away from 
the lead for mini series two. 
While the frostbites races have 
been a little quieter, well done 
to Itinerant and Farr Far Away 
(James Baker) for braving the 
weather and getting out there, 
with spinnakers flying, in the 
winter cold.

Despite a couple of pandemic-
related delays, the fleet 
managed to get together for 
our salubrious prize night 
event, this year held at the 
RPYC Fremantle Annexe. 

Our esteemed trophy winners on the night were:
Farr 9.2 State Championships 2021 – championship:
1st: Itinerant (Mark Hansen)
2nd: Farrlap (Andrew Hossen)
3rd: Lionheart (Warren Westaway)
Farr 9.2 State Championships 2021 – consistency:
1st: The Black Smoke  
(Jeremy Kerr)
2nd: Elusive (Richard Brisbane-Cohen)
3rd: Seahawk (Pat Jones)
Farr 9.2 Swan River Metro Series – championship:
1st: Seahawk (Pat Jones)
2nd: Itinerant (Mark Hansen)
3rd: Elusive (Richard Brisbane-Cohen)
Farr 9.2 Swan River Metro Series – consistency:
1st: Farrlap (Andrew Hossen)
2nd: The Black Smoke (Jeremy Kerr)
3rd: Lionheart (Warren Westaway)
Farr 9.2 Lady Skipper Trophy – championship:
1st: The Black Smoke (Jen Leen)
2nd: Farr Fetched (Sarah Liddiard)
3rd: Itinerant (Fiona Laing)

Congratulations to all skippers 
and crew throughout the fleet, 
for a great season of competitive 
racing.

For the next season’s racing 
calendar, we have planned an 
exciting fleet-racing series over 
the summer, consisting of nine 
races at various clubs around 
the river – Royal Perth Yacht 
Club, Royal Freshwater Bay 
Yacht Club, and South of Perth 
Yacht Club. We’ve introduced 
a set of windward-leeward 
races too, to test out the teams 
in different race formats. This 
schedule gives us a variety of 
courses, and an opportunity to 
join in with other clubs’ results 
presentations (and sample 
their post-race chips!). Our 
State Championships event this 
year is scheduled for the March 
long weekend, along with the 
S80 and S97 fleets at Owen 
Anchorage, with post-race social 
events at the RPYC Annexe. 
Planning is still in progress, but 
it’s looking to be a great regatta.

In boat-related news, we’ve 
heard that Dragonheart has 
recently changed hands – 
previous owner John Da 
Silva has sold to new joint 
owners Tarla Elward and Kevin 
Schroeder. They tell us that 
they’ll be setting up a cruisy 
configuration, for regular 
summer twilights and trips out 
to Rottnest. Sounds ideal!

▲
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FARR 9.2 REPORT Jeremy Kerr, Farr 9.2 Association President

The Farr 9.2 fleet are 
always keen to welcome 
newcomers – both for 
competitive fleet racing 
and not-so-serious social 
events. If you’d like to 
join one of our boats, a 
few teams are looking 
for new crew; email 
the Association on 
secretary@farr92.
asn.au to get in 
touch.  n
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Going the extra mile to exceed client expectations

Offering unrivalled customer service, technological innovation 
and commitment to quality:
•  Audiovisual  •  Lighting

•  Staging  •  Event Styling & Prop Hire

Consider Stage & Studio for your next Business Conference, 
Gala Dinner or Outdoor Festival. 

Our friendly and professional staff will ensure everything from 
setup to operation is executed to the highest possible standard.

Contact us today 
1/25 Forward Street, East Victoria Park, Western Australia, 6101

P: 6161 9704  |  E: orders@stageandstudio.com.au 
W: stageandstudio.com.au

  

Your Event Professionals
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WHEN CAN YOU  
DINE AT THE CLUB?

ALL DAY BRUNCH
SUNDAY  8:30am - 11:00am

LUNCH
MONDAY* TO SUNDAY  11:30am - 3pm 
Bar Snacks and A la Carte menu
*MONDAY:  Rolls, sandwiches and pies 

DINNER
TUESDAY NIGHT  6pm - late 
Buffet - changes weekly
FRIDAY NIGHT  6pm - late 
Grill - A la Carte

S80 REPORT By Jeff Crookes

I am sure, like me, you are 
yearning with enthusiasm for 
the start of the new Summer 
season. With good fortune on 
our side, we might get to enjoy 
an uninterrupted calendar of 
racing. Meanwhile, pondering 
what I should write in these 
pages going into the 2021-22 
season, I thought I should 
start by wishing everyone a 
safe, healthy, enjoyable and 
rewarding Summer ahead.

I then got thinking about the 
fact that this S80 keelboat 
has been around now in 
excess of 40 years, with the 
conceptual origins going back 
to the mid 70’s. Substantial 
fleets of S80’s are still evident, 
not only here on the Swan 
River, but at Koombana Bay, 
on Port Phillip Bay and on 
Sydney Harbour. In addition, 
a few isolated representations 
of the class can be seen at 
Mandurah, Rockingham, 
Carnarvon, Darwin, Pittwater 
and Dubai in the UAE. Quite 
an achievement for a boat 
conceived by Swan River 
dinghy sailors and developed 
entirely here in our isolated 
State.

The legacy of the S80 is owed 
largely to two people, well 
three if you count architect/
builder Kim Swarbrick. But 
were it not for the dream, 
tenacity, and foresight of two 
Perth sailors, the S80 might 
never have happened.

The documented history of 
the origins of the Spacesailer 
80 is the most authoritative 
and informative account of the 
development of an important 
West Australian keelboat class, 
written by the person most 
instrumental in its creation, 
Andrew (Andy) White. 

The article - fascinating and 
legendary in the context of 
keelboat sailing in Western 
Australia - explores the 
ambitious project conceived 
by Andy White and John 
Ducat and is as relevant and 
educational today as it was 
when Andy first delivered 
it to a meeting of the S80 
Association in 2003.

The text version of this history is 
far too long for this publication. It 
can however be accessed online 
at https://www.revolutionise.
com.au/s80yawa/home/

Andy first gave me a copy of 
his article some 4 years ago; 
about the time of the first S80 
Legends Day Race. After reading 
it again recently I was once more 
fascinated by the commitment 
to achieve, so I got in touch 
primarily to seek permission to 
reproduce his work, but also 
to ask Andy to tell me his story. 
Here it is:
Andrew (Andy) White, born in WA 
in 1937, began sailing at RFBYC in 
Cadet Dinghies in 1947, followed 
in the 1950s by Heavyweight 
and Lightweight Sharpies. Andy 
sailed FDs with Rollly Tasker from 
1958 to1962. During which time 
they won the 1960 Australian title 
and selection trials for the Rome 
Olympics. Andy did not sail in the 
Olympics but did sail with Rolly 
in the 1962 FD Worlds in Florida, 
finishing a close second to the 
Danes, Hans Fogh and Paul 
Elvstrom, in an exciting and hard 
fought series.

Andy moved to Sydney in 1962 
to take a position at Sydney 
University as a librarian. He 
sailed with Jim Hardy when they 
won the Australian FD title in 
1964 and were runner up in the 
Olympic selection trials for the 
Tokyo Olympics.

In 1967, Andy joined the crew of 
Dame Pattie, Australia’s second 
challenger for the America’s 
Cup. After the Cup, he skippered 
a 3-handed 18-foot skiff at 
Sydney Flying Squadron, before 
returning to WA in late 1969 
to take up a position in the 
Robertson Library at WAIT, later 
Curtin University.

Andy built a Contender and 
raced it in the early '70s at 
RPYC. He joined the crew of 
Alan Bond’s Apollo for the 1970 
Newport to Bermuda race. 
In 1974, he sailed on Gretel 
2 against Southern Cross at 
Yanchep during training for the 
1974 America’s Cup challenge 
by Alan Bond. He continued 
to sail on G2, as ''trial horse" 

for Southern Cross in Newport 
Rhode Island, firstly when it 
was skippered by Jim Hardy 
and later by John Cuneo. Andy 
became the reserve crew for 
Southern Cross during the 1974 
Americas Cup.

After returning to Perth from 
America, Andy sailed a number 
of small Spacesailers designed 
by Kim Swarbrick before his 
work on the design of the S80 - 
his own S80 was built in 1977. 

After selling his S80 he built 
and raced Clearwater, a small 
keelboat based on a design by 
John Westell, the designer of the 
International 505 Class dinghy. 
After selling Clearwater, he 
cruised the Whitsunday Islands 
and other waters on the East 
coast in 1984 together with his 
wife in a boat he built and trailed 
to the Eastern States. He took 
up board sailing for a few years, 
eventually switching to racing 
Lasers as a Grand Master until 
he turned 70. Andy then sailed 
on Team SAAB at Royal Perth 
Yacht Club for a while where he 
became involved with that club’s 
successful team racing challenge 
at Cowes in 2006. 

In 2007, Andy crewed on the 
replica 18-footer Britannia of 
Mele Bilo 2’s vintage (Mele Bilo 
is displayed in the WA Maritime 
Museum ) in a series run by 
Perth Flying Squadron Yacht 
Club to celebrate the centenary 
of the WA 18-footer, Aelous, 
winning the Australian 18 foot 
title in 1907. Eighteens from 
the Heritage Fleet in Sydney 
travelled to Perth for the event. 
Andy remembers this as one 
of the highlights of his sailing 
career. (Britannia is featured on 
Ian Smith’s wonderful website 
"The Open Boat”). 

Until recently, Andy sailed on 
BW8s on Wednesdays at Royal 
Perth. He also served on the 
YAWA Racing Rules Committee 
for several years.

Andy and his wife, Noreen, 
live in Augusta in Southwest 
WA, having moved there in 
December, 2020.  He now 
sails Stone the Crows, a small 
trimaran, on the Hardy Inlet and 
crews occasionally on boats 
racing from the Augusta Yacht 
Club. 

He has no plans to stop sailing.  n
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❚ DawnV ❚ SW championship 2021

S97 REPORT Shandel & Maxy D’Alesio, Fleet Representatives

We are finally nearing the end 
of what has been reportedly 
the wettest winter in Perth 
in more than twenty years 
with countless storm fronts 
crossing our coast. Many 
dedicated sailors braved 
the challenging conditions, 
participating in a number of 
events.

The Fremantle Sailing Club 
Valmadre Offshore Winter 
Series was sailed over four 
races commencing in late 
June and finishing in early 
August with the series sailed 
under PHS and IRC. Three 
S97s attended the series in 
varying conditions, from five 
knots up to twenty knots 
wind where the participants 
experienced thrilling kite 
runs surfing down waves. 
David Hepburn sailed very 
consistently on PHS to finish 
second overall, just a point shy 
of the winner. On IRC Simon 
Plunkett on Terra won two of 
the four races and finished 
third overall behind Sean 

Wallis on Skallagrigg who 
finished second overall thanks 
to a very consistent series of 
results.

During the winter we 
continued to have a strong 
turnout of S97s for both 
The Hyatt Regency racing 
on Wednesdays and the 
Frostbite Series on Sundays. 
The Frostbite Series was held 
between May and August with 
two of the seven planned 
races cancelled due to bad 
weather. Jolie Breeze won 
one race and finished fourth 
overall, ranking highest of the 
five S97s competitors. 

The S97 Association organized 
a lovely get together on the 
night of Saturday the 7th of 
August at the newly opened 
Longneck Brewery on the 
Swan River in East Perth. The 
event was very successful 
with over seventy attendees 
including skippers, crew 
members, Royal Perth Yacht 
Club volunteers and friends of 
the association. It was a great 
opportunity to try a few craft 
beers and catch up on the 
news over the winter and to 
make plans for the upcoming 
season. 

In other S97 news, Bill Queen 
has restyled the Deja Vu name 
on the hull with a new paint 
job, Maxy D’Alesio has finally 
secured a new mast for Total 
Recall and David Hepburn has 
finalised the purchase of Jolie 
Breeze from James Timoney.

The class association Annual 
General Meeting is planned 
for Tuesday the 31st of August 
and we will update our 
readers on the decisions made 
in the next edition of this 
magazine.  n
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RACE MANAGEMENT
Pamela Strickland, Race Management Team Co-ordinator

The Team were absolutely 
delighted at the AGM when 
our own Ethel Muller was 
recognised by the Club for her 
long service as a Volunteer with 
The Horace Rumble Award.  
Ethel now joins several other 
Members of the Team who 
have received the Award over 
the years – I wonder what the 
collective noun is for a group of 
Horace Rumblers! 

Weren’t the Olympics just 
wonderful.  So much time 
and dedication by very 
talented athletes all trying 
their hearts out to achieve 
some outstanding results or 
just  compete and not reach a 
final.  They were all winners.  
The Sailing was particularly 
interesting from a Race 
Management point of view – 
nice to know that even for the 
Olympics the weather doesn’t 
behave, with races postponed, 
several course changes, and 
light winds.  I loved the LED 
time countdown screens, flags 
on sticks, use of the U and P 
Flags, volunteers bouncing 
around on start & finish boats 
and the 10 second countdowns 
over the radio.  All so familiar 
and good to know we can be 
up to Olympic standard – once 
we get our LED screens of 
course!  Put them in the Budget 
Travis!!

We welcome a new member to 
the RM Team in Kerrie Hollier.  
Kerrie is a social member of the 
Club and saw the recent article 

asking for more volunteers, 
so put her hand up.  She has 
been assisting with every 
Frostbite race and has proved 
to be a very quick learner, 
even downloading timestamp 
on her ‘phone!  Kerrie also 
enjoys a glass of wine so has 
all the credentials to fit in.  If 
anyone else has the same 
credentials and would like to 
volunteer, just call the Sailing 
office, all are welcome.

On Sunday 08 August we 
finally managed to run the 
Impromptu Cup for the Teams 
Racing Squad.  

This was a serious training 
Regatta for both the sailors 
and the RM Team and we 
achieved 14 out of the 15 
scheduled races, so it was a 
successful outcome with Chris 
Pye and his crew taking home 
the chocolates (again!).  It was 
evident from the standard 
of sailing and tactics shown, 
just how valuable it is to have 
a good coach such as Adam 
Brenz Verca on board at the 
Club.  The RM Team certainly 
learned a lot from the day and 
is one we would like to repeat 
to hone our skills before the 
State Championships in May 
2022.

We have a Team planning 
meeting on Saturday 28 
August followed by High Tea at 
the Club – what a way to start 
our preparations for the new 
Season!  n
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2021 SAVE the DATE
RPYC UPCOMING EVENTS FOR YOUR DIARY

Pre Season Race 2

Spring Weekender at Rotto & Freo

AFL Grand Final

Power Change of Season celebrations

157th Opening of the Summer Season
Opening Day Party – Not to be missed

Seashells Night Race 

Jewels of the Sea – Seafood Dinner in the 
Wardroom

Hyatt Regency Perth Winter Series  
Presentation Lunch

Melbourne Cup Alfresco Luncheon

First Twilight for the Season

RPYC Rib River Adventure to Mandoon Estate

Sunday Sessions return to the Catalina Bar 
Featuring Tod Woodward

Governor’s Cup

Sunday Session at the Catalina Bar
Featuring Thierryno Gangou

Seashells Night Race

Sunday Session at the Catalina Bar
Featuring Nat Ripepe

Australiana Dinner & New Members Ceremony

Family Festival Fun Day – everyone welcome!   
Try Sailing opportunities, SUP experiences,  
All day music and entertainment for kids

RPYC Christmas Party

S97 REPORT
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OFFSHORE REPORT

entered in the ‘inshore’ series. 
Ocean Ranger 3 and Wasabi 
sailed in Division 1, and all the 
others in Division 2.  Wyuna 
sailed Division 1 in the Inshore 
Series.  

It was great to see the Annexe 
alive and buzzing with sailors 
on Saturday morning. With 

WINTER SPORTS
Winter is a great time to sail 
in the ocean here in WA.  It 
is a time when several river-
based yachts, venture under 
the Fremantle bridges, for 
a sojourn with RPYC yachts 
that are permanently at the 
Annexe. With the season 
on the river complete, it is 
also a chance for crew to 
build their ‘offshore skills’ 
in a controlled and safe 
environment.  It is also 
an opportunity to sail on 
different yachts to usual. 
Races are short and sailed 
close to shore.

This winter season was 
successful in many ways.  
Fremantle Sailing Club 
organise a very popular 4 
race Valmadre Series and a 
7 race ‘inshore’ series.  None 
of the races are too long and 
are sailed on the Gage Roads 
(Valmadre), and the cans off 
the Club (inshore).  This year, 
for the first time in many 
years, all 11 races took place 

with none being cancelled due 
to inclement weather.  

There were 8 RPYC Yachts 
representing your Club in 
these races over winter.  
Atomic Blonde, Jolie Breeze, 
Liesl, Ocean Ranger 3, 
Skalligrig, Terra, Wasabi and 
Wyuna.  Only Wyuna was 

a minimum of 5 on each 
crew, and for several of the 
yachts more, there were over 
40 sailors on the jetties.  It 
was also so nice to see Peter 
Chappell (RFBYC) and his crew 
on The Caddilac there.  The 
Annexe is a great place to have 
your boat.  

Conditions varied from flat 
calm and light breezes to 
big rolling swells, to 25 knot 
breezes with short choppy 
seas.  The S97s were designed 
with ocean conditions here in 
mind.  They have always done 
very well in the Valmadre 
series.  This year was no 
different.  The relatively short 
races, their stability under kite 
in big seas, and a killer IRC all 
contributed to a successful 
series.  The whole Valmadre 
series came down to the 
fourth race and there being 
no drops everyone had to 
sail well.  Congratulations to 
Atomic Blonde, Skalligrig, Terra 

▲
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OFFSHORE REPORT Hilary Arthure, Representative

and Wyuna who finished 
in that order in Division 2 
IRC.  Congratulations also 
to Jolie Breeze who was 2nd 
in PHS Division 2. It was 
close racing with points 
separating the finishers.  In 
Division 1, Wasabi and Ocean 
Ranger 3 were 4th and 5th 
respectively in IRC.  Liesl 
finished mid-fleet in Division 
2 PHS.  The final ‘Inshore’ 
race was sailed yesterday 
(21st August).  Wyuna was 
the series winner in Division 
1 IRC and 2nd on PHS. 

The RPYC fleet can feel 
happy with the winter 
season which has now 
drawn to a close. Lots of 
happy sailors on the water, 
the Annexe humming with 
life, and lots of wins on 
the water, which certainly 
made the efforts of the 
S97 teams in coming down 
the river worthwhile. The 
offshore sailors can now 
take a breath for 3 weeks 
before it all starts again.  The 
season opening function 

takes place at the Annexe on 
Thursday 2nd September.  
The first race is the George 
Law Foundation Race on 
Saturday 18th September.  
For all information about 
the 2021-22 season go to 
Oceanracingwa@gmail.com.

APOLOGIES!  
I have discovered it is a 
very dangerous practice to 
mention names when writing 
for this magazine.  I can stuff 
up and, I did!  Mea culpa to 
Jim Mitchell.  I omitted to 
say that he too sails on that 
brilliant vessel Checkmate 
and was part of the Crew for 
Exmouth.  Apologies also 
to Don and Peter and the 
crew of Dorade.  That fine 
50 foot Beneteau looked a 
picture of decadence as she 
rested in her pen at Exmouth, 
supervising the arrival of the 
rest of us!

AND FINALLY…
A big shout out to Tony 
Strickland, Phil Sommerville-

Ryan, Graeme Martin, David 
Hepburn and the intrepid 
crews of Huckleberry and 
Sand Crab’s Disco.  These 
very experienced skippers 
and sailors put their vessels 
and knowledge at the 
disposal of some new sailors, 
to give them an ocean 
experience in a very safe 
environment.  They headed 
off down the channel, out 
of Challenger Passage and 
sailed to Coventry Reef and 
back, before taking a trip 

to Rockingham. Then they 
returned to Fremantle doing 
some night sailing. This 
was in invaluable learning 
experience, giving a taste of 
what to expect on an ocean 
race.  I am told they were 
a great bunch of students 
but there was a bit of vomit 
involved.  It was a cool, 
showery day with a bit of 
chop. However, it cannot have 
been too bad as some of the 
group, were last seen heading 
to Little Creatures!   n

▲
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SAILABILITY www.sailabilitywa.com.auBy Lou Chambers

There are those in our 
community who quietly go 
about helping people in 
need, often unheralded, but 
never looking to reward or 
acclamation.

Frank Rennie is one such 
longstanding Club member 
who has been a modest and 
enthusiastic volunteer with our 
Sailability Programme at your 
Club for more than 20 years. 
Not satisfied with being the 
skipper, Frank has been the 
dedicated and most diligent 
maintainer of ERICO, the first of 
our Sailability fleet acquired as 
the training boat for the Noel 
Robins campaign for the 2000 
Para Olympics.

Frank, on behalf of the 
Sailability WA family, I thank 
you old friend.

Graham White AM

SUSTAINING SAILABILITY 
AT YOUR CLUB.
As a fundraiser for Sailability, 
a handcrafted propelling pen 
will be given by Frank Rennie 
as a token of appreciation for 
anyone supporting Sailability to 
the amount of $100 (or more). 

The pens are made by Frank 
from off cut timber used to 
build the DUYFKEN Replica 
now in the National Maritime 
Museum Sydney, probably 
never to return to Western 
Australia.

The wood is European Oak 
from Finland, and there is 
only a small piece left. So 
the pens are a memento 
of a project of historical 
significance in which  RPYC 
members Dr Michael Kailis, 
Noel Robins, Alan Knight, 
Peggy Rogers and others 
played an important role.

FRANK RENNIE AND 
SAILABILITY  
(FRANK’S WORDS)
Keith Condo, then the 
Sailability Coordinator, 
recruited me into Sailability 
more than 20 years ago. 
Sailability was operating 
from a little beach where the 
Ceremonial Flag mast is now, 
using a couple of Access 2.4 
dinghies .

Keith was looking for 
someone to help by sailing 
a keelboat because, at 
the time, a small floating 
concrete pontoon was 
moored adjacent to the 
old fuelling jetty. ERICO, a 
sonar, MACQUARIE MAGIC, a 
wildfire, were then able to be 
accessed from the pontoon 
by people with a disability. 

Somehow, I became more 
connected to ERICO and have 
been with her ever since.

We have had clients with 
many and varied disabilities, 
who kept coming back for 
more. It seemed something 
was going right because our 
client list was getting longer.

Generally, I remained 
attached to ERICO which 
in earlier times was stored 
on a trailer, thus requiring 
launching and recovery by 
crane each time it was used. 
Depending on the skill and 
ability of the client crew we 
would sail her with full main 
and jib. Then as time went on 
our client crew mix changed. 
The more able clients 
went to sail the Access 303 
dinghies, where sailing and 
performance skills flourished, 
and the less able clients were 
allocated to the keelboats.

For safety and to match client 
ability, ERICO has been sailed 
with reduced sail area so 
as to give clients a greater 
degree of confidence and 
security.

Boat handling and storage 
of ERICO (and the other 
two keelboats) has been an 
added convenience since she 
has been allocated a floating 
pen in the Marina and is 
even more convenient with 
its electric outboard motor. 
Haven’t we been spoiled.

At age 93 now, I have retired 
from being skipper of ERICO 
because I am not confident 
that I can react as could be 
necessary in an emergency. 
However, I will still be a 
willing helper with Sailability 
on the jetty or on the shore 
on a Wednesday morning.

Frank R

Donations may be paid by:
Cash or
Direct bank transfer to 
NAB: BSB: 086 164 
ACC: 45 425 4259
By Square at the Sailability 
Office credit or debit card  n
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SAILABILITY

❚ Clem Rogers  
Harbour Master

FREMANTLE 
Annexe

failure on a bow line fitting 
to a back pile which ended 
in some hasty emergency 
activity to re-secure the 
vessel. Members are reminded 
that pen lines and shackles 
are the responsibility of the 
penholder/boat owner to 
check and replace as required. 
We still have wild weather 
expected until November if 
patterns are true to form, so 
please keep an eye on your 
boat’s security regularly.

In the inshore/offshore 
yacht racing events the 
winter Valmadre Series was 
completed successfully and 
we had several racing yachts 
here at the Annexe competing; 
Wyuna; Jolie Breeze; Terra; 
Ocean Ranger; Atomic Blonde; 
The Cadillac and Wasabi.  
The Annexe became a hive 
of activity for the four races 
spread through June-August. 
We also had a social visit from 
Hillarys Yacht Club.

The Club organized Spring 
Weekender took place on the 
18/19th September with a 

trip to Rottnest and back to 
the Annexe for the Otherside 
Paella Party on the Sunday. 

The paint brushes are 
out too and following 
the refurbishment of the 
washrooms and toilets, the 
lounge is getting a makeover 
which will brighten and 
freshen up the environment. 
Plans are also afoot to replace 
gutters and drainage pipes in 
due course.

Finally, this is to be my 
last article for In the Wind 
scribing about the Annexe. 
I’ve written 62 according to 
my records over the some 
13 years I’ve be privileged 
to be the Harbourmaster 
here. My time has seen many 
challenging and exciting 
times from the heady days 
around 2009-10 when we saw 
the “boom” of boat sales, 
the Perth 2011 World Sailing 
Champiosnhips; solo rowers 
Sarah Outen and Roz Savage 
and not the least the many 
yachting events for S80/97’s; 
Dinghies; Etchells and Clipper 

Races and visitors that have 
passed through or spent time 
at the Annexe. It has always 
had a significant place in 
history since America’s Cup 
Defence in Fremantle in ’87, 
without which the Annexe 
would not exist. I am positive 
it will continue to have 
significance for years to come.

I have thoroughly enjoyed 
being at the service of 
Members, visitors and all who 
have passed through. I thank 
many of you for the enduring 
support and trust you have 
shown me in carrying out my 
duties here, it has been a way 
of life rather than a job! I hand 
the baton to another at the 
end of September, a person 
known to many of you, Danny 
Gavin. I am sure he will provide 
the support you need as the 
incoming Harbourmaster, 
please make him as welcome 
as you have me.

I wish everyone fair winds, 
may they always be at your 
back and safe seas.  n

Last issue I referred to 
members making sure their 
lines, weights and shackles 
were in good order to cope 
with impending foul weather 
conditions.

All in all everything has gone 
well as we enter the end of 
August, except for a couple 
of situations where lines 
broke and we had a shackle 
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FROM THE Archives
In July 1943, I was sent to Perth by Qantas where Captain Tapp 
gave us circuit training and familiarization on the FBY5 Catalina 
flying boat. On the 22ND July at 6.00 am, the first westbound 
crossing commenced. The take-off took 96 seconds to become 
air borne. After passing Rottnest, the radio operator sent the last 
message to base then turned the transmitter of to maintain radio 
silence for the rest of the journey, although the receiver was kept on 
for weather reports and chronometer checks. After climbing to 1500 
feet the airspeed was set at 115 knots which was maintained across 
the Indian Ocean to Ceylon 3500 nautical miles (5600 kilometres) 
away.

As the “Cats” had been stripped of unnecessary weight and items, 
no hot plate was carried. A four gallon thermos of coffee had to last 
the trip along with a hamper of cold meats and salad.

“Among national assets, archives are the most precious; they are the gift of one generation to another and the  
extent of our care of them marks the extent of our civilization”.

Quote by Arthur Doughty, July 1916 during the battle of the Somme.

After two hours, Western Australia disappeared from site. Only sea, 
sky and occasional clouds filled the panoramic view from the flight 
deck until the stars and the moon took over from the sun.

Land was at last sighted, The Dondra Head Light House, then Galle 
and finally Lake Koggalla in Ceylon. The radio operator called RAF 
Base Koggalla and was given landing instructions thus breaking 28 
hours of radio silence. Captain Tapp put GAGFM down and we were 
escorted to a buoy and engines turned off, 28 hours 56 minutes after 
leaving Perth.

This is a true account of this inaugural flight narrated by Flight 
lieutenant Ivan Peirce who was a crew member on board.

A CATALINA ANNIVERSARY 80 YEARS IN JULY 2023

RAY’S BOOK CLUB
A couple of weeks ago Ray Atkinson (Club Member) and a few mates, at their regular Book Club Meeting, reviewed a digital 
version of “Born to Win” by John Bertrand. For the occasion, our Archives, only too happy to help, were able to provide Ray 
with a number of artefacts and books for the evening.
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For general access to records, family and Club History 
inquiries, give us a call or drop down to the Club and visit  

your Club Archives.

Contact details: 0408 945 611  
email: clubarchivist@rpyc.com.au

By Jon Readhead – Club Archivist

QUOTE OF THE DAY
It is in the character of very few men to honour without envy a 
friend who has prospered. 
Aeschylus

RECENT DONATIONS  
TO THE ARCHIVES
We would like to thank the following Members and Friends of RPYC. 
• Endeavour 24 Association – A copy of the Associations 25th 

Anniversary Publication.
• Greg Stedman – A copy of “Aircrew for the Duration of WW11” 

and a model of a Catalina.
• From the estate of Sir 

David Smith KCVO – AO, a 
gold lapel pin from the 1987 
America’s Cup Ball.  

• Jill Mowson – America’s Cup 
memorabilia.

• Les Hoffman – A number of 
nautical books and a set of 
America’s Cup Glasses.

• Fremantle Sailing Club - A 
large number of America’s 
Cup clippings and several RPYC Documents.

❚ Thera

QUIZ
Quiz Number 67:
Who was the RPYC Club Member, who won The Cock 
of the Swan, The Governor’s Cup and the Centenary 
Cup all in the 1965/66 Sailing Season? 

Finally we have a Winner. The answer is Commodore 
Allan Scott sailing Crest. The winner is Roger Lucas. 
Roger please call in and collect your fine bottle of 
RED.

Quiz Number 68:
If your yacht has a dolphin striker, where is it located?
We have another winner, John Fitzhardinge who not only provided 
the correct answer but also an example of the Dolphin Striker on 
Thera. 

Quiz Number 69:
What was a “shot rolling ship” a sign of?

First correct entry drawn wins. 
Please email your entry to clubarchivist@rpyc.com.au or by 
phone to Jon on 0408 945 611.

QUIZ
PRIZE
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ACCOMMODATION

ACCOMMODATION - DINING
HYATT REGENCY PERTH
Tel: 9225 1234
Fax: 9325 8899
Email: perth.regency@hyatt.com
Website: www.perth.regency.hyatt.com
Promo code: PTNER
Luxury hotel located on the foreshore parklands of 
the picturesque Swan River. Featuring 366 spacious 
guestrooms and suites, award-winning dining, 
dedicated meeting and events spaces, new fitness 
centre and an outdoor heated swimming pool to 
complete your home away from home experience.

SEASHELLS BROOME
Tel: 9194 1500
Email: broome@seashells.com.au
1, 2 and 3 bedroom apartments set in lush tropical 
gardens, 300m from Cable Beach.  Swimming pool, 
BBQs, free in-house movies, free Wi-Fi and parking.

SEASHELLS FREMANTLE
Tel: 9387 0800
Email: fremantle@seashells.com.au
Studio, 1 and 2 bedroom fully self-contained 
apartments located on levels four and five of the new 
Richmond Quarter development just 1.5km from the 
city of Fremantle. Rooftop tapas and cocktail bar.  
Free Wi-Fi and free secure parking.

SEASHELLS MANDURAH
Tel: 9550 3000
Email: mandurah@seashells.com.au
Absolute beachfront location on Comet Bay.  1 and 2 
bedroom self-contained apartments and villas with 
ocean or marina views. Heated infinity pool and spa, 
BBQs, tennis court and conference facilities for up to 
100 delegates. Free Wi-Fi and parking.

SEASHELLS SCARBOROUGH
Tel: 9341 9600
Email: scarborough@seashells.com.au
1, 2 and 3 bedroom fully self-contained apartments 
overlooking Scarborough Beach.  Choice of two 
swimming pools (one heated), sauna, free in-house 
movies, free Wi-Fi & free secure parking.

SEASHELLS YALLINGUP
Tel: 9750 1500
Email: yallingup@seashells.com.au
1 and 2 bedroom fully self-contained apartments 
and studio rooms set in 4.5 hectares of spectacular 
gardens that lead to Yallingup beach.  Adjacent to the 
heritage Caves House Hotel with bar, restaurant and 
conference facilities.  Free in-house movies, free Wi-Fi 
and free parking.

www.seashells.com.au

MULTIHULL SOLUTIONS
Mark Elkington
Tel: 1300 855 338
A/Hours: 0401 045 228
Mobile: 0401 045 228
Fax: 07 5444 3792
Email: info@multihullsolutions.com.au
Website: www.multihullsolutions.com.au
Multihull Solutions is Asia Pacific’s leading new and 
pre-owned multihull specialist. Representing many of 
the world’s leading brands such as Fountaine Pajot, 
Fountaine Pajot Motor Yachts, ILIAD Catamarans 
and NEEL Trimarans as well as offering Asia Pacific’s 
largest range of quality pre-owned multihulls, we 
are the first in service and choice. Contact our team 
today.

BANK - OWNER MANAGED

BOQ SUBIACO
Tania Watton
Tel: 08 9287 9288
Mobile: 0400 267 267
Fax: 08 9287 9299
Email: tania.watton@boq.com.au
Because BOQ Subiaco is owned and managed by local 
businesswoman Tania Watton, if there’s something she 
can do to help you with your banking, she will.

BOATING REPAIRERS
BAY MARINE  
MAINTENANCE
Jeff Hillbrick
Tel: 9386 7059
Mobile: 0418 926 145
Fax: 9389 8990
Email: admin@baymarine.net.au
Website: www.baymarine.net.au
Onsite resident shipwright to RPYC. Qualified staff for 
all boat repairs and maintenance.

BANKING - CORPORATE  
BUSINESS AND RETAIL

ST. GEORGE BANK
Brett Douglas
Tel: 0422 841 171
Email: douglasb@stgeorge.com.au
Proud bankers to Royal Perth Yacht Club.  Whatever 
business you’re in, whatever finance you need, Brett 
is here to provide advice and banking solutions to 
help suit your needs. Call Brett today.

AIR CONDITIONING
FORD & DOONAN
Kyle Doonan
Tel: 9331 8800
Mobile: 0413 957 023
Fax: 9331 6600
Email: kyle@fordanddoonan.com.au
Web: www.fordanddoonan.com.au
Residential and Commercial Experts. Established 1985 
Perth’s Most Awarded Air Conditioning Company.

ARCHITECTS
CRAIG STEERE ARCHITECTS
Craig Steere

Looking after you through a reliable, enjoyable 
process to build your unique project for you, your 
family or business.
08 93804662 www.craigsteerearchitects.com.au

VICSAIL YACHTS W.A.
Tony Bewsher
Tel: 9336 5533
Mobile: 0438 389 957
Fax: 9336 5599
Email: tony@vicsailwa.com
Website: www.vicsailwa.com
Yacht Brokerage, WA distributors for Catalina Yachts, 
J Boats, Lagoon, Walker Bay, Sessa Marine and Rocna 
Anchors.

BUILDERS

LEVISTA HOMES
John Rocca
Tel: 9209 3636
Fax:  9249 8808
Mobile: 0418 917 099
Email: johnr@levistahomes.com.au 
Website: www.levistahomes.com.au
A Builder you can Trust!
We are a family run business with over 30 years 
experience in residential and commercial projects. 
John and his son Jason will look after your project 
from the beginning to the end until they hand you the 
key to your home or investment property. If you are 
looking for a hands on builder give John a call today.

RELIABLE MECHANICAL PARTNERS
Brad Draper
Tel:  08 9339 8440
Mobile: 0411 247 240
Email: info@rmpservice.com.au
Website: www.rmpservice.com.au
Specialising in all Volvo Penta products; IPS, Inboard, 
Sterndrive and Saildrive systems; experienced, fully 
Volvo Penta trained and qualified service technicians; 
pre-purchase inspections; new Volvo Penta engine 
sales, installation and service.

BRIAN BURKE HOMES
Michael Burke
Tel: 9387 7333
Email: info@brianburkehomes.com.au 
Website: www.refinededgehomes.com.au/
An exciting prospect for West Australian 
homeowners, Refined Edge marries the benefits of 
building with Australia’s most awarded luxury home 
builder Brian Burke Homes, with a redefined product 
offering at a more accessible price point.

BOATING SALES

MARINE PLUS
Carolyne Bush
Tel: 03 9521 6789
Email: sales@marineplus.com.au
Website: www.marineplus.com.au
 www.marineplusshop.com
MarinePlus has been supplying quality marine 
and leisure products since 1994 and have become 
one of Australia’s premium suppliers, representing 
world-renowned brands such as Gill and Baltic. 
Other brands include Railblaza, Ultra, BSI and 
Southern Pacific Inflatables to name a few. Visit www.
marineplus.com.au for professional advice or to find 
your local stockist.
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GRAPHIC DESIGN
Annie Bramley
Tel: 08 9252 1325
Mobile: 0405 144 296
Email:	 annie@scruffydogdesigns.com.au
For	all	your	graphic	design	and	advertising	needs.

TO ADVERTISE IN RPYC MEMBERS 
SERVICES DIRECTORY
Call the Editor
Kelly	Scott
Marketing	Manager
T: 08 9423 5500 
E:	 marketing@rpyc.com.au

COMMERCIAL VEHICLES
FIAT PROFESSIONAL WELSHPOOL
Paul McGovern
Tel:  08 9351 2020
Mobile: 0418 927 460
Fax: 08 9351 2011
Email:	 pmcgovern@ahg.com.au
Website:	 www.fiatpw.com.au
At	Fiat	professional	we	stock	the	Ducato,	Scudo	
and	Doblo	range.	We	are	pretty	much	your	one	stop	
shop	when	it	comes	to	Fiat	commercial	vans.	Sales,	
Service,	Parts	and	Accessories,	Finance	and	Fleet,	all	
available	at	our	showroom	here	in	Welshpool.

ROKEBY DENTAL SURGERY & 
IMPLANT CENTRE
Justin Float	B.D.Sc	(WA)

Tel:	 (08)	9381	6611
Email:	 info@rokebydental.com.au
Website:	 www.rokebydental.com.au
Providing	comprehensive	dental	services	suitable	for	
the	whole	family.	General	Dentistry	|	Dental	Implants	
|	Children's	Dentistry	|	Cosmetic	Dentistry.

DENTIST

OPTOMETRIST
COOPER & LOURIE FAMILY 
OPTOMETRISTS
Geoff Cooper
Tel: 9386 8581
A/H: 9386 3908
Mobile: 0412 911 729
Fax: 9386 3908
Email:	 c.and.l@bigpond.net.au
Providing	personalised	professional	eyecare	and	
quality	eyewear	since	1980.	We	aslo	bulk	bill	where	
eligible.	All	types	of	contact	lenses	supplied	including	
day/night	lenses.

FREIGHT - NATIONAL/
INTERNATIONAL

WEMBLEY CARGO	-	AUSTRALIA

Alistair Ritchie
Tel: 9380 6166
Mobile: 041 796 3037
Email:	 manager@wembleycargo.com
Website:	 www.wembleycargo.com
National	and	International	Freight,	Customs,	 
Warehousing,	Boat	Transport,	Container	Sales.

REAL ESTATE, AUCTIONS & 
DEVELOPMENTS

DALKEITH
Joan Gebbie
Mobile: 0414 666 785
Office:	 9386	8255
Email:	 joan.gebbie@acton.com.au
Personal	and	Professional	Service	in	all	aspects	of	 
Real	Estate

PRINTING AND COPYING
OPTIMA PRESS
Stephen Migro
Tel: 9445 8380
A/H: 0409 290 455
Mobile: 0409 290 455
Fax: 9445 8391
Full	range	of	printing	services	including	Computer	to	
Plate	and	Digital	Printing

MARINE INSURANCE

State Manager – WA: Carina Campo
Tel: +61 8 6462 1884 
Mobile: 0401 563 198
Fax: +61 8 6462 1892
Website:	 www.clubmarine.com.au
Email:	 carina.campo@clubmarine.com.au

WEST COAST DENTAL CARE
Paul Gorgolis
Tel:	 (08)	9205	1855
Mobile: 0406 766 502
Email:	 info@westcoastdentalcare.com.au
We	offer	a	complete	range	of	dental	services	
from	simple	fillings,	advice	on	oral	hygiene	to	the	
most	modern	hi-tech	procedures	in	cosmetic	and	
restorative	dentistry.

Western Australia’s leading integrated 
property group.
Address:	 1050	Hay	Street,	West	Perth,	WA	6005
Tel: 08 9429 5777
Website:	 www.blackburne.com.au/
Our	powerful	combination	of	property	development,	
real	estate	and	finance	supports	our	clients	at	every	
step	on	their	property	journey.

MOTOR VEHICLE DEALERSHIP

AUDI CENTRE  
PERTH
Peter James
Tel: 9231 5888
Fax: 9231 5811
Email:	 sales@audicentreperth.com.au
RPYC	members	are	entitled	to	special	benefits.		 
Please	contact	us	for	more	detail.

MARINE ELECTRONICS -  
SALES - SERVICE

MARITIME ELECTRONIC 
SERVICES
Peter Turner
Tel: 9335 2716
Mobile: 0401 039 432
Fax: 9335 2381
Email:	 info@maritimeelectronics.com.au
An	extensive	range	of	everything	electronic	for	your	
boat	plus	an	on-site	workshop	operated	by	fully	
qualified	technicians.

BODEKERS FAMILY LAWYERS  
& MEDIATORS
Shannon Bodeker 
Tel: 9323 7711 
Email:	 info@bodekers.com.au
Website:	 bodekers.com.au	
Facebook:	p.facebook.com/bodekerslawyers/
Highly	experienced	and	personalised	service.

LEGAL

LAVAN LEGAL
Dean Hely
Tel: 9288 6760
Mobile: 0412 907 373
Fax: 9288 6001
Email:	 dean.hely@lavanlegal.com.au
Lavan	Legal	is	Western	Australia’s	largest	
independent	law	firm	and	one	of	its	oldest	legal	
practices.		Lavan	Legal	values	its	position	as	legal	
adviser	to	Royal	Perth	Yacht	Club.

BUS SALES
BUS CENTRE WA
Paul McGovern
Tel:  08 9351 2080
Mobile: 0418 927 460
Fax: 08 9351 2011
Email:	 pmcgovern@ahg.com.au
Website:	 www.yutongbuscentre.com.au
Bus	Centre	WA	is	Western	Australia’s	only	exclusive	
Yutong	sales	dealership.	Yutong	is	the	largest	bus	
manufacturer	in	the	world,	selling	over	71,000	 
units	in	2016.	We	sell	four	Yutong	models	which	 
are	available	for	immediate	delivery.	The	Goanna	 
(27	Seats),	The	Blue	Tongue	(45	Seats),	The	Brumby	
(53	Seats)	and	our	Brumby	School	Bus	(53	Seats).	 
We	also	offer	hassle	free	finance	to	get	you	on	the	
road	sooner.	Give	us	a	call	today.

ZORZI
David Reynolds
Managing	Director
Tel: 08 9382 4880
Email:	 newhomes@zorzi.com.au 
Website:	 www.zorzi.com.au
Established	in	1956,	Zorzi	has	evolved	to	be	regarded	
as	one	of	Australia’s	most	awarded	and	finest	
building	companies.	As	a	multifaceted	builder,	Zorzi	
can	be	engaged	in	a	project	at	any	level	from	design	
through	to	construction.	Speak	to	us	for	a	complete	
bespoke	construction	solution.

FRESH FOOD MARKET

BICTON & MOUNT LAWLEY
At	Fresh	Provisions,	our	passion	for	food	is	about	
providing	customers	with	their	dietary	or	ethical	
food	requirements.	We	provide	a	range	of	specialty	
products	which	include	seasonal	and	locally	
produced	fresh	foods,	a	range	of	organics,	fermented,	
gluten	free	and	vegan	goodies	to	mention	a	few.

freshprovisions.com.au

BUILDERS
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ADVERTISING
Editor
Kelly Scott
Marketing Manager
Royal Perth Yacht Club
T: (08) 9423 5500 
E: marketing@rpyc.com.au

“In the Wind” is published 5 times per year and 
provides an excellent medium to promote your 
business to 2000 members and community 
organisations.
To advertise in “In the Wind” please contact the 
Editor at the number above.

IN THE WIND
 ADVERTISING COSTS AS FOLLOWS:

1/8 Page: 87mm wide x 65mm high $150 incl. GST

1/4 Page: 87mm wide x 130mm high $250 incl. GST

1/2 Page: 180mm wide x 130mm high $400 incl. GST

Full Page: 210mm wide x 297mm high plus 3mm bleed $600 incl. GST

www.rpyc.com.au

ROYAL PERTH YACHT CLUB

OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA

TRUCK AND BUS SALES
WA HINO
Paul McGovern
Tel:  9351 2000
Mobile: 0418 927 460
Fax: 9351 2011
Email: pmcgovern@ahg.com.au
Website: www.wahino.com.au
Everything Hino – that’s what we do at WA Hino. We 
sell new and used Hino trucks and buses, we organise 
finance and insurance, we provide expert servicing, 
body-building and on-site repairs, and we stock 
thousands of genuine Hino parts on our shelves. Plus 
we sell used trucks and buses of all other makes and 
models – not just Hinos.

YACHT RIGGING

SKYMAZE INDUSTRIES
Eddie Slobe
Mobile: 0430 442 775
Email: ed@skymaze.com.au
Website: www.skymaze.com.au
• Commercial Rigging
• Yacht Rigging & Mast Repairs
• Mast Lowering Systems
• Bimini Frames
• Bowrail Repairs
• Onsite Welding Service
INSURANCE QUOTES & REPAIRS
INSURANCE RIG CHECK REPORTS

TRAVEL AGENTS
YOUR “TRAVEL PROFESSIONAL”
Pamela Hughes 
(Polythene Pam R737)
Tel:  08 9275 1964 
Mobile: 0418 114 379
Email: pam@ststravel.com.au
All travel needs provided by friendly & personalised 
professional service. Over 30 years experience with-in 
the travel industry.

STOCKBROKING
ARGONAUT SECURITIES
Kevin Johnson
Tel: 9224 6880
Mobile: 0412 379 379
Fax: 9224 6899
Email: kjohnson@argonaut.com
Website: www.argonaut.com
Argonaut is a full service advisory, stockbroking and 
research investment house with offices in Perth and 
Hong Kong.

SOLAR ENERGY SYSTEMS
ADVANCED ENERGY
Martin Willis
Mobile: 0402 023 023
Email: martin@castelligroup.com.au 
Website: advancedenergy.net.au

AER supplies quality commercial solar systems 
correctly matched to your actual electricity usage 
profile usually combined with competitively priced 
Electricity with an excess buyback facility.

SAILING OUTINGS
SWAN RIVER SAILING
Andy Fethers
Tel: 9386 9488
Mobile: 0404 420 885
Fax: 9386 9433 
Email: andy@swanriversailing.com 
 georgia@swanriversailing.com
Corporate & leisure sailing on our fleet of Foundation 
36 yachts based at Royal Perth yacht Club.

SAILMAKERS
UK SAILMAKERS
Geoff Bishop
Tel: 9336 2161
Mobile: 0417 336 216
Fax: 9336 1678
Email: uksailmakers@iinet.net.au
Website: www.uksailmakers.com
When design & engineering of a sail goes beyond sheer 
numbers & hype. When sailing is your passion. When 
sailing is not just an everyday activity, it’s what seduces 
your soul…   That’s what drives us. If you’re passionate 
about your sailing… who makes your sails?
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WINTER SERIES

PRESENTATION LUNCH
W E D N E S D A Y  2 7 T H  O C T O B E R  2 0 2 1
LUNCH FROM 1200 NOON  |  PRESENTATIONS FROM 1:15PM

Chef	Simon’s	amazing	Buffet	is	back!  
Not only are there good ol favourites but there’s a dessert he promises  

will knock your socks off!

 So get the crew together and cheer on the winners.

$35 per person.

Book on 9423 5511 or bookings@rpyc.com.au  
Don’t forget to let us know who you’re sitting with.
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Trusted to protect your 
boating lifestyle

Australia’s No. 1 provider of boat 
insurance for more than 40 years

Phone: 6462 1888 
Email: wa@clubmarine.com.au

clubmarine.com.au
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