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By Stephen Davis

n Jon Sanders track to St Maarten, March 2020

Where in the World is Jon?
Jon Sanders set sail from Fremantle on Sunday 3rd November 2019 on his 11th
circumnavigation of the globe in his S&S 39 ‘Perie Banou II’.
Jon first circumnavigated the
world in the original Perie
Banou, an S&S 34, from 1975
to 1977. Sailing Perie Banou
Jon completed a double
circumnavigation of the
world from September 1981
October 1982. His epic triple
circumnavigation 1986-88
was made in Parry Endeavour,
a 47 foot yacht designed by
Phil Curran in 1978 as the
yacht Challenger built for the
Parmelia race.
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n Jon Sanders Perie Banou II in St Maarten, March 2020

In contrast to the modern
relatively flat bottom hull of
maxi racers like Comanche,
Perie Banou II is a bulbous
almost curvaceous hull.
Looking at Perie Banou II on
the hardstand at RPYC while
it was being refitted for the
current voyage, I was struck
by the shape of the hull and
asked Jon, “Why did you
choose an S&S for global
voyages”. “That’s easy”, said
Jon. “When it goes over it
comes back up”. It’s hard to
argue with that logic.

▲

From Olin Stephen’s first
design at the age of 21 years,
the trademark Sparkman &
Stephens hull shape has made
its mark on yachting. Stephens
designed Dorade in 1929. His
brother Rod supervised the
construction of Dorade and
together they raced Dorade
to a string of successes
beginning with the prestigious
1931 Trans-Atlantic Race and
continuing with four decades
of America’s Cup winners.
So Jon is an S&S fan as is his
brother Colin who sails Perie
Banou III, an S&S 34.
The Indian Ocean is now
behind Jon and the crossing
remembered for the 65knot
winds and mountainous seas
off the east coast of South
Africa that caused Jon to turn
and run bare pole with the
seas dragging a car tyre for a
drogue. We lost comms and
tracking during the storm
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which caused an anxious night
for us but apparently not for
Jon.
Next stop Cape Town was
battered by gale force winds
that locked down the port for
several days. From Cape Town
Jon sailed to Saint Helena and
for the last four weeks has
made passage to St Maarten
in the Caribbean. Sailing
conditions over the last four
weeks have been very good
with Jon covering more that
150nm on some days. A little
rain enabled Jon to replenish
his drinking water – he is not
keen on a desalinator – or
doing some washing.
Jon’s supply of Campbell’s
soup has given out as has
his supply of Australian
tinned fruit. He has resorted
to making pancakes with
powdered milk and South
African tinned fruit with

his usual coffee mixed with
powdered milk.
The water sampling for
microplastics is proceeding
without a hitch with the
preliminary results of the
Indian Ocean leg of the voyage
soon to be available from
Curtin University.
Corona virus is spreading fast
and few corners of the world
have been spared. As COVID
19 spreads, Jon on his Atlantic
crossing has been one of the
most isolated people on the
planet having contact in the
last four weeks with only three
flying fish and two gannets.
However, he is now stuck in St
Maarten as the government
has closed its borders and Jon
is in harbour for a least two
weeks. Perie Banou II has a
few electrical problems and a
forced stopover in St Maarten
is an opportunity to fix the

problems with the kind
assistance of Paul Stratford
before setting off for the
Panama Canal.
Having now completed
almost 12,000nm Jon is
close to halfway through his
11th circumnavigation of
the globe. The Indian Ocean
and the Atlantic Ocean are
behind him. Next comes the
Panama Canal where he will
have to quarantine for two
weeks before transiting the
Canal. Then he is on the way
home crossing of the Pacific
with a few more ports of call
and likely further quarantine
requirements.
Jon’s daily progress can
be followed through a live
tracker installed on board
and can be accessed at
www.jonsanders.com where
his voyage blog is also
posted. n
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By Harmon McAullay

❚ Sailing on Day 1 of the 2019 Finn Gold Cup.

Finn Gold Cup
In December last year I travelled to Melbourne for the Finn Gold Cup. My trip started with
the Go for Gold Regatta at Black Rock Sailing Club, unfortunately the international visitors
chose not to travel down from Royal Brighton, but I was able to enjoy a good regatta against
a small fleet. The goal for this event was just to get back into the regatta mentality, focus on
my starts and try to sail the right way around the course. We were lucky enough to experience
a range of conditions, four light and shifty races on Saturday, followed by one windy race on
Sunday. I really enjoyed the event and managed to come away with the win.

4
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rest of week training with the
international competitors who
were arriving in Melbourne
for the event. The plan was
to compete in the Victorian
Finn States on the weekend

of December 7 & 8 however,
the wind didn’t play ball and
on the Saturday we spent
four hours on the water
waiting for wind. In the end,
most of the fleet decided to

sail in before the breeze did
eventually fill. On Sunday we
decided to avoid the light airs
scheduled for racing and run
a series of coach run races
late in the afternoon. Amongst
05 : 2020
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Next up I moved my boat to
Royal Brighton, the venue
of the Finn Gold Cup. I spent
the first few days on the
beach as a storm front came
through before spending the

Photo credit Robert Deaves/Finn Class

❚ Launching for windy Day 2 at Go For Gold hosted by BRYC.

Photo credit Robert Deaves/Finn Class

▲

all this I had unfortunately
broken my boat trolley and
was helped out by one of the
marina staff at Sandringham
Yacht Club with some running
repairs. This meant I could
keep sailing, albeit with a
much heavier trolley making
the process of launching and
returning to shore up Royal
Brighton’s long sandy beach
not that much fun!
Next up was the Finn Worlds.
We had a few more days
training, then I took a few days
for rest and recovery before
we started racing. We had a
really high quality fleet with
some big name America’s
ROYAL PERTH YACHT CLUB NEWSLETTER

Cup sailors competing along
with the Olympic hopefuls
and masters alike. The regatta
had a range of conditions,
light air, windy and even hot
and smokey. Days 4 & 5 of
the regatta were especially
tough. Day 4 saw 3 x 70 minute
races in 15+ knots, making the
muscles really work with Day
5 seeing 2 x 60 minute races
in 12 knots, but with soaring
temperatures (Melbourne
reached 45 degrees) and with
thick smoke from the fires it
was a real test.
In the end I finished the regatta
in 44th position overall. I
was fairly happy with my

❚ All 2019 Gold Cup Competitors at presentations.

performance, with a number
of areas to work on, but
finishing up as the first classic
(the older Finn hull shape)
was a positive. The Regatta
was won by Josh Junior
from New Zealand, their first
Gold Cup winner despite the
many talented New Zealand
Finn sailors of the past, with
Nicholas Heiner (Netherlands)
in second and Zsombor
Berecz (Hungary) in third.
For now, I don’t have any
other major Finn regattas on
my agenda. The unfortunate

decision by World Sailing to
drop the class from the 2024
Olympic slate means there
isn’t much of a reason to race
internationally for the time
being, but I’m not done with
the Finn and look forward to
continuing to sail the class
here in Perth. If you’d like
to get into Finn sailing, I’d
encourage you to reach out
to join our growing fleet here
in Perth! Finally, I’d like to
thank Royal Perth for their
continued support of my
sailing. n
IN THE WIND
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By Diane Hansen

Power Boat camaraderie
As is customary, many of our Power Yacht community enjoyed a relaxing break at Rottnest
during the Christmas and New Year period. The ‘Festival of Rob’ continued in Stark Bay where
we saw more than 30 members and friends enjoy an afternoon of camaraderie on ‘R n D’
February saw a perfect night
for RFBYC’s twilight time trial.
We were kindly hosted by
Terry and Sandra on Cosmos
for the evening and duly
headed off down the river to
commence our excursion.
We had 5 RPYC boats out
competing that night which
was great to see, our best
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morning of the long weekend.
We all gathered outside of the
Annexe and headed down in
convoy with the faster boats
taking the lead.

At the end of the month we
had a great weekend for the
Mandurah Cruise in Company.
12 boats headed down to
Mandurah on the Saturday

After lunch we went up to
the courtyard of the Dolphin
Room of MOFSC and enjoyed
a welcome drink, a fabulous
grazing platter and played a
couple of games including
Network Bingo and the Oven
Mitt game.

After lunch we all gathered
on the boats alongside the
collector jetty at MOFSC and
continued to enjoy ourselves.
Monday morning arrived all
too soon and most boats
departed at their leisure
for the return trip home
to Crawley whilst Elysium
began their journey down to
Quindalup to enjoy a few extra
days of R and R.

Later that evening we enjoyed
a great buffet dinner, with
a table game and the lovely
sounds of Louise Anton to
entertain us and to get us on
the floor, dancing.

It was a very successful
weekend and special thanks
must be given to Kelly and
Zoe for all the co-ordinating
they did with the venues
we attended, for the games
they organised and for the
decorating of the venue.

Sunday morning, we gathered
at the Club to be allocated
to the boats that were taking
everyone on a tour of the
canals prior to heading to a
cafe for lunch.

Recently the RPYC Team
Racing Squad held a quiz
night at the Club, they had
close to 150 participants with
Power having 3 very full tables
and other tables with a mix
05 : 2020
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performing boat on the night
was Maggie May with a loss of
only 5 points! Congratulations
to Richard and Sarah on their
performance.

▲

of Sail and Power on them.
Power was also represented by
the prizes and vouchers that
were donated.
Our table, known as the
Otters, had a well-balanced
mix of Sail, Power, General
Knowledge, Music and Sport
representatives. The funds
raised on the night were for
specialist coaching for the
Team Racing Squad.
It was warming to see the
coming together of Sail and
Power at what was essentially
a Sailing fundraiser. At the
end of the day it didn’t matter
what type of boat you had it
was about the community
spirit which is so strong at
our Club.

Please contact Dean bso@
rpyc.com.au if you are
interested in Time Trialling or
if you would like to find out
more about the competition.
Similarly, if you would like
to find out more about the
social power yacht events we
host please contact Kelly at
marketing@rpyc.com.au
We look forward to seeing you
soon at the Club or out on the
water. n

One Saturday afternoon we
were reminded of the value of
our association with Fremantle
Sea Rescue. Sapphire II got
into some trouble outside of
Elizabeth Quay and FSR had to
tow her back to the Club. This
was in the middle of a normal
Saturday racing finish and
FSR were very mindful to keep
clear of the yachts that were
finishing. The choreography of
the rescue was a joy to watch
from the vantage point of the
Start Box.
ROYAL PERTH YACHT CLUB NEWSLETTER
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Power Boat camaraderie: continued
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By Chris Goldacre, Club Development Officer

Techno Report 2020
In November 2017 the Club took a very brave step and introduced Windsurfing into the
Dinghy Division program. This was the first time that a Youth Windsurfing program had been
introduced into any club in WA and demonstrated the willingness of this club to depart from
the conventional.
The RPYC Windsurfing
program is unique in that it is
based solely on the Bic Techno
293 International Youth board,
the one used at the Australian
Youth Championships. Whilst
not an ideal learners board its
high performance capabilities
make it an ideal competition
platform and provides
easy transition to other
performance windsurfing
disciplines.

Existing sailors started by
completing an Australian
Sailing Start Windsurfing
course which developed
their Windsurfing specific
fundamental skills very
quickly and allowed them

to progress rapidly into
course racing. Their preexisting dinghy racing skills
came to the fore and they
adapted to their new racing
platforms with ease. The
Start Windsurfing courses
have since been expanded
to include adults as well as
juniors with no previous
sailing experience. From
the starting point of zero
participants we now have
sixteen keen committed Youth
sailors.

Due to the Club’s reputation
we have attracted two highly
competent international
coaches, both of whom have
either represented their
country or compete in the
Professional Windsurfing
Tour. Our sailors have made
the most of the coaching
support and have developed
exceptionally good skills.
We ventured into our
first Australian Youth
Championships in 2019 when

▲

The Techno program has
proved super popular with
existing sailors transitioning

out of Junior classes such as
the Optimist and Open Skiff
and who were not keen on
the existing Youth classes. A
number of these sailors who
dropped out of sailing have
now re-joined the Club solely
due to the attractiveness of
the Technos.

▲
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Kai Marns-Morris headed to Hobart alone and won
the Techno 293 Boys division. Kai’s success was
inspirational for the group who all worked
extremely hard both on the water and also
in our targeted Conditioning Program.
The final stage of our sailors’
preparation for the 2020 National
Youth Championship was a
Pre-Nationals Clinic provided
by the Ron Tough Yachting
Foundation in December.
This clinic proved to be
invaluable for the six
sailors heading off to
Sorrento in Victoria
in January.
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The Club can be proud of
our team, not just for winning
two National Youth Titles, but
also for the manner in which
they conducted themselves and
represented our Club. The RPYC
Techno Team impressed both on and
off the water. Congratulations gang!!
Techno 293 Boys: Jake Hindmarsh 1st,
William McAullay 2nd, Sam Williams 4th.

Techno 293 Girls: Jaiya Marns-Morris 1st,
Meg McAullay 4th.
Techno Plus: Kai Marns-Morris 7th .
And there is more to come!!!!!

n
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By Kayne Binks (Tasar 2673 – Product of Australia)

Walpole in the
Trees Regatta 2020

For the 5th consecutive year, Louise and I packed up our children, camping gear and sailing
equipment to head down to Walpole to participate in the Walpole in the Trees Regatta, over
the Labour Day long weekend.
The event is unique in
the Western Australian
sailing calendar, it is open
to dinghies, shallow draft
keelboats, old gaffers, and this
year sailboards. The event
traditionally also serves as
the state championship for
the moth class. The sailing
consists of two race sessions,
where multiple races are
conducted. This year’s event
had more than 140 entries,
making it one of the largest
regular annual sailing
events in the state!

14
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this in perspective, Ivan, the
local Hairdresser spends the
whole day Sunday cooking
the 100kg of beef required for
the event presentation dinner
that evening. I am not sure
how many kg of salads are
prepared, but it is many, and
all 400 meals are served in
less than 1 hr – and the food
is fantastic, I
look forward
to the meal
at prize night
every year! And
the community
spirit that the event
generates is electric!

05 : 2020
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The community
support for this event

is palpable. When you drive
through town, there are
banners up about the event
and local small businesses
show support for the event,
through sponsorship
and provision of services
to visitors over the long
weekend. Local support of
the event is no more evident
than on prize night,
where the logistical
challenge of feeding 400
people in one location
in an efficient manner
is met with meticulous
planning, personal
generosity and efficient
execution. To help put

Photo courtesy Kayne Binks

Photo courtesy Des Beeck

❚ Lloyd Liisiman and Fiona Campbell

❚ The mudlark that greets us every year at Walpole

Photo courtesy Kayne Binks

❚ The fleet on beautiful coalmine
beach awaiting a decision on
sunday’s sailing

▲

❚ Some of the RPYC volunteers who help make this event happen

ROYAL PERTH YACHT CLUB NEWSLETTER

IN THE WIND

15

Walpole in the Trees Regatta 2020: continued
▲

a fantastic arrangement
exists between RPYC and WYC
where RPYC volunteers come
down every year to provide
race management expertise
and resources, and lead the
management of the racing
(with assistance from WYC) on
WYC’s behalf. The RPYC team
make this very complicated
task look simple! This year
they ran 11 divisions over
two courses, from a single
start boat, and a common
finish boat, and it all ran like
clockwork. I would like to
acknowledge and thank all
the RPYC members who so
generously give their energy
to ensure the success of
this event, you are all very

appreciated and respected
by the states dinghy racing
community….. I do however
suspect that despite the hard
work, you still manage to have
a pretty good time and enjoy
the hospitality and experience
of the event nearly as much
as the competitors. What I
particularly appreciate is the
opportunity to chat to fellow
RPYC members at the event,
that I don’t get to see as often
as I would like.
From a sailing perspective,
in the tasar fleet we enjoyed
some very close racing. RPYC
was represented in the tasar
division by Kayne and Louise
Binks, and Lloyd Lissiman and
Fiona Campbell – finishing 3rd

and 5th respectively from 10
starters. Unfortunately, this
year the weather didn’t cooperate, and racing was not
able to be conducted on the
Sunday due to strong winds.
The race management team
foresaw this possibility and
held 3 races on the Saturday,

❚ A lonely tasar on
beautiful Coalmine
beach the day after
the event - the day
before the beach was
lined with boats.

Photo courtesy Des Beeck

❚ Competitive Tasar Start with Port end bias

Photo courtesy Kayne Binks
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The on-water aspects of
the event are no different,
and again careful planning,
people’s generosity with their
time and diligent execution
provides competitors with a
great on-water experience,
and it is this aspect of the
event, that makes me so
proud to be a member of
RPYC. Given the nature
of Walpole Yacht Club,
the host club couldn’t
possibly undertake the race
management of the event
without help, and therefore

Photo courtesy Kayne Binks

▲

rather than the usual two
races to ensure there was a
series for the event. RPYC
was also represented at the
event by Jim Black sailing
Wee Birlinn in the Old Gaffers
division, Paul Cornwall
sailing Blackadder in the
mirror fleet, and Darryl
Griffiths sailing Faster than
you.

❚ RPYC Members enjoyed racing in the Old Gaffers fleet

car, to go sailing for 3 hrs?”, I
confirmed with an emphatic
“yes” and then they said to
me “so you wont be doing

that again will you?”……… I
suspect that I do not need to
document my response here
for you dear reader.

I am still not convinced
that my Non sailing friend
understands, despite my
lengthy response!!!! n

Photo courtesy Sarah Walker

Photo courtesy Des Beeck

And so now, I have another
long wait until being able to
participate in my favourite
sailing event of the calendar
– One of my non sailing
friends recently asked me
about my long weekend, and
I explained that we drove
to Walpole for sailing, but
that the sailing was blown
out on the Sunday, to which
they responded “so you
spent nearly 12 hours in the

❚ Out racing - Beautiful Coalmine beach
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❚ RPYC start crew in Action
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By Zoe Clarke, Memberships and Marketing Assistant

Female Trail-Blazers
of RPYC
Flash back to RPYC in 1985. Planning was well underway for the hosting of the 1987 America’s
Cup, Jon Sanders was prepping for his triple circumnavigation of the globe, and two Perth
women make RPYC history.

It was on May 27th of 1985
at a General Committee
meeting, chaired by
Commodore Peter Dalziell,
where the movement
to elect all 14 names
presented on the Ballot was
approved. A decision that
went down in Club history.
What made this occasion
so momentous? Featured
on this particular ballot
were the names of Alisa
West (pictured left) and
Rita Maffescioni (pictured
right - the very first
women admitted to RPYC
as ‘Senior’ (now known as
‘Full’) Members. Before this
historic day, it was expected
that female’s enter into the
membership categories of
‘Associate’ ‘Intermediate’
or ‘Junior’ membership,
but never ‘Senior’. A major
milestone for women at the
Club, and of course for WA
women in sailing!

18
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A huge thank you to Jon Readhead and the RPYC Archives for providing all the
historical facts and photos for this article

❚ Pictured above: Membership Report presented to General Committee on May 27th 1985. As detailed, 3 women applied for
Nomination forms, and went on to be admitted as full ‘Senior’ Members.
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After submitting
their nominations for
membership in early 1985,
without realising, Alisa and
Rita were leading the way
for women and setting the
trend for the surrounding
community. It was only a
short while after presenting
their applications for
nomination of Senior
Membership that their
fellow Members, crew and
friends decided to follow
suit. As we can see pictured
below, at the very same
General Committee meeting
on May 27th, 3 more women
had begun their journey
to Senior membership
and were elected at the
meetings to follow.

❚ Pictured above: The very first Female ‘Senior’ Members of RPYC – Alisa West (left) and Rita Maffescioni (right) –
at the New Members Ceremony in July of 1985

this leading role, Janet will
continue to set a fine example
for our young, eager and
ambitious female generation to
aspire to!

acknowledgment from RPYC
peers of their dedication to
the sport and to the Club.
Both women had been avid
contributors within the
Endeavour class for years; “We
had been sailing at the Club
for years and we thought we
needed to be Members because
of what we can do for the Club
and what it can do for us” (Miss
Maffescioni, as featured in The
West Australian, August 1985).
Making waves in the WA sailing
world saw our New Members
Ceremony feature in The West
Australian newspaper in early
August of 1985, following Ms
West and Miss Maffescioni’s
admission as Senior Members
that year.

From 1966 when the very
first females were elected as
‘Associate’ Members into the
Club – Barbara Seabrook was
one of 8 women admitted on
the 15th of August 1966 - to
2016, when Sylvia Foulkes
became the first woman to
attain her 50 year Membership
pin. Two of our most acclaimed
female Corinthian Members,
Elise Rechichi and Kylie Forth,
have done wonders for women
in the sport of sailing. Both Elise
and Kylie have represented our
Club internationally on various
occasions, both taking out
multiple world championship
titles and Elise winning Gold for
her country at the 2008 Beijing
Olympics.

To drive efforts forward in this
space, over the past 6 months
RPYC have launched and led
an initiative to campaign our
female community, both on
and off water. ‘Ladies in the
Bay’ was governed by both
Members of the General
Committee, and reinforced
by our fantastic female
Members of the Club. It’s goal
is to encourage women to
get involved across all areas,
no matter their interest or
ambition. So far in our on-water
space, RPYC have supported
the development of two female
teams who will represent RPYC
at future sailing events such as
the ‘Women’s State Keelboat
Championships’, RPYC have
also run Women’s only RST
training courses, to encourage
women to feel confident in
all on-water scenarios. In our
off-water space, RPYC has
continued to create fun and
enjoyable events, specifically
designed for female Members
alike to socialise, network and
celebrate their involvement in
the Club. Since the launch of
the initiative, our wonderful
community has come together
to enjoy yoga and meditation
sessions, beautiful twilight
evenings on the bay, and
recently attended our ladies
only ‘Me-Time’ event (pictured
below).

Here at RPYC, we are proud to
recognise our strong female
community and presence across
all areas of our Club. There are
so many significant moments
throughout our Club’s history
that directly highlight how
far this community has come
(especially since the days when
women weren’t even allowed in
the Wardroom!).

One most recent significant
occasion for RPYC was
the election of our Rear
Commodore at the 2019
AGM. After 150 years of Men
succeeding into the roles of
Commodore, Janet Hornbuckle
triumphed as the very first
female to obtain a Flag Officer
position following 7 years
on General Committee. In

RPYC look forward to
developing this initiative
further and providing various
ways for Members to get
involved! We encourage you to
keep an eye out for upcoming
events, and join our Facebook
Group – ‘RPYC Ladies in the
Bay’. For more information, you
can visit our website or contact
Zoe in our office. n

❚ Pictured above: New Members Ceremony (July 1985) saw 5 Women admitted as Senior Members from previous ballots
(from May – July 1985)

▲

Becoming a Member of RPYC
in that era was not as simple
as it is today. Although RPYC
are proud to continue most
stages of the traditional election
process, it was certainly more
complex back in the 1980’s.
To become a Member in 1985,
you firstly had to apply for a
‘Nomination Form’– the strict
rules around Membership
meant these forms weren’t
readily available to the general
public. These submissions for
nomination forms were then
put forward to the General
Committee for assessment, and
only once approved would the
applicant received the form.
This step no longer exists. As is
practiced today, ‘Nominations
for Membership’ are processed
and each name then entered
into a Ballot and presented
at the General Committee
Meeting where Members of
the committee vote to elect or
(kindly) deny each candidate
listed.
For Alisa and Rita, breaking
a 120-year-long tradition
didn’t come without the

❚ RPYC’s 2020 Women’s Teams
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❚ ‘Ladies in the Bay’ Me-Time event saw women come together to enjoy a day of
relaxation and rejuvenation, including a yoga session, an essential oils workshop
and a long lunch on our beautiful balcony (February 2020)
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By Meg McAullay

2020 Australian Youth
Championships
At the beginning of January, a team of Royal Perth sailors travelled to Melbourne, where the
2020 Australian Youth Championships were held at Sorrento Sailing Couta Boat Club on the
Mornington Peninsula.
On the 10th of January,
registration day was held with
a briefing and practice race
scheduled. However, a storm
rolled through that afternoon
with heavy rain and winds
above 35 knots, meaning the
practice race was cancelled.
The strong winds continued
on day 1 of racing providing
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team was also competitive
with both Lawson and Lili
picking up some great results
in the Radials and 4.7’s
respectively. At the end of
day 1, RPYC was leading the
Techno 293s for both girl’s and
boy’s divisions.
Day 2 saw a postponement of
racing due to light winds and
strong current, however racing

eventually got underway with
a light 8-10 knot breeze, which
provided quite a challenge for
our sailors as these conditions
are quite uncommon at home.
Although our techno team
started off slowly in race one,
they came back with force in
the following three races. Jake
took out three consecutive
bullets, and the rest of the
team consistently improved
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sailors with challenging
conditions. The wind averaged
22-25 knots with gusts up to
30 knots, right on the limit
for most sailors. However,
the Royal Perth Techno team
reveled in these conditions
and had a strong presence
with 1, 2 finishes for Will and
Jake in the two races held,
Sam and Jaiya not far behind.
In the Lasers, the Royal Perth

▲

throughout the day. By the
end of day two Jake had a
comfortable lead closely
followed by Will in 2nd and
Sam in 4th, putting some
great results on the board.
Our lasers also performed
well in some super tricky and
shifty conditions, with Lawson
putting down some solid
results and picking up another
top ten finish in the radials. Lili
was also extremely consistent
throughout the day.
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Day 3 involved a long day
onshore, with extremely
light, shifty conditions and
a thick smoke haze from
the bushfires. After several
meetings and 5 hours of
waiting, the decision was
made to abandon racing for
day 3, due to poor air quality
and little breeze.
After a restful day 3, sailors
were at the club early for an
adjusted start time, ready for
a tough last day of racing for

the regatta. After a few hours
of waiting for the wind to fill
and the smoke to clear, sailors
were ordered to go home and
stay indoors, until a decision
was made. The Royal Perth
team decided it was a good
opportunity to go the beach,
making the most of their time
over east. After arriving back
at the club, the decision was
made to abandon racing for
the rest of the regatta, due to
little breeze and thick smoke.
The Royal Perth team did
the club proud, with a strong
performance across the
board. In the Techno 293s,

we had Jake taking out Youth
National Champion, with
Will a close second and Sam
just missing out on third by
1 point. Jaiya picked up first
girl in a competitive fleet with
Meg 4th. In the laser 4.7s, Lili
finished 40th and Lawson
was 19th in the radials. This
puts our dinghy sailors in a
strong position for the various
national championships that
will be hosted here on home
waters in Perth 2021. The
team would like to thank the
club and all our coaches and
parents for their hard work
and commitment. Without
them, it wouldn’t be possible
for us to achieve such great
results. n
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COMMODORE’S MESSAGE
this decision to minimise
the risk of exposure of our
members, volunteers, staff
and guests to COVID-19. Since
making the decision in March
there has been complete
closure of most Clubs with the
exception of some providing
take away food service.

❚ Greg O’Neill
Commodore

Fellow members,
We continue to experience
challenging times. The world
about us has changed so
quickly that I have rewritten
most of this article several
times in the last two weeks.
In Australia, we appear to have
been spared the severe impact
of COVID-19 that has occurred
overseas in the USA, UK, Italy
and Spain to name but a few
affected countries. Amazingly,
the impact of and recovery
from the devastating bushfires
across significant parts of
Australia seems to now hardly
rate a mention in the media.
For the first time at our Club,
and others, organised sailing
and other boating activities
have been cancelled. We made

The easing of restrictions
commencing on May 18 will
see the ability for sailing to
recommence under extremely
tight conditions – a maximum
of 20 people and social
distancing limitations being
adhered to. This, combined
with the limitation of 20
people for dining and no bar
service without meals, has
led us to make the decision
not to recommence organised
sailing. The financial
implications of reopening the
Wardroom for a maximum
of 20 diners are such that it
is not viable, at this stage, to
do so. Despite this, your Club
remains in a strong financial
position.
We will, of course, review this
position on a regular basis
ensuring that the safety of all
Members, volunteers and staff
is treated as our top priority.
By the time you read this
article the situation may well
have changed again. We will
continue to keep you up to

date on the ongoing position
of our Club in relation to
COVID-19 regularly through
email, social media and
website notifications. The
various health authorities
provide detailed protocols
on managing the spread
of COVID-19. The Western
Australian reference point is
www.wa.gov.au.
Onto other matters …
Our Members have been
having outstanding success
in State, National and
International events. My
congratulations to all who
have participated. Of particular
note are the performances in
the Laser Worlds. Matt Wearn
finished in second place in the
Men’s Laser Standard. Ethan
McAullay finished 5th in the
Silver Fleet making him the
highest placed U/21 sailor
in the event. At the other
end of the Laser spectrum,
John Roberson has been
participating in the Masters,
finishing 6th in the Great Grand
Master class at the Oceanic
and Australian Championships
in an international field. The
World Masters was to have
been held in late March but
has been cancelled due to
COVID-19. Chris Pratt, with his
crew of Harmon and Ethan
McAullay, continued his strong

performances in the Etchells
with a win in the recent State
Championships.
Work on the Clubhouse
renovations is progressing
well. As you would be aware,
the opening of the new facility
will be governed by changes
to the restrictions currently
implemented. There have
been some delays in sourcing
of materials but we expect
all to be completed in June.
Stage 2 of the redevelopment
has been put on hold until
the full impact of the financial
situation and COVID-19 can be
assessed. Whilst the Club is
comfortable that the current
project is well within our
funding ability, it would be
inappropriate to commit the
Club to further expenditure in
this environment.
Along these lines, a decision
has been made to defer
placing the order for the Elliott
7 training boats. This decision
will be reviewed in due course.
I am confident that our Club
can weather the storm that
we are all facing. It will require
us to make changes to what
we are doing and how we
do it and I seek your support
through the challenging
months ahead. Most of all we
need to ensure that we look
out for our fellow members. n

Eddie Slobe • 0430 442 775
ed@skymaze.com.au
www.skymaze.com.au

• Commercial Rigging

• Rigging & Mast Repairs

• S/S & Ally Welding/Fabrication

INSURANCE QUOTES & REPAIRS
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VICE COMMODORE’S MESSAGE

❚ Shawn Offer
Vice Commodore

Here we are in April! After a
long hot summer and a fresh
start to a new year filled
with optimism in Western
Australia, we have suddenly
been struck by a global health
epidemic threatening to take
our zest away! In recent years
we have had some turbulent
times in our economy which
might have just been a drill
to prepare us for the real
challenges ahead.
Obviously, it goes without
saying that the health and
safety of Club Members and
the Club’s Management team
are the number one priority.
This will no doubt lead to the
General Committee making
some difficult decisions just
like many of the government,
business and organisations
large and small in our
community. Any decision
cannot be based solely on
economic fundamentals
and the desire to have
fun. It makes writing this
contribution for In The Wind
all the more difficult. It is just
not possible to know what will
or will not occur in the coming
months. I can, however, recap
with confidence some of the
fun we have been having over
summer!
Three very successful events
were held in February. By all
reports, the Yum Cha Night
loaded with fabulous fun and
abundant food. I hear that
most present were nearly
exhausted before mains were
even served. It was obviously
a feast to behold! The New
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Members Night with the
African Themed Dinner event
that followed was wonderful
with over 120 diners and
some very different and
delicious foods that were well
researched. Late in the month
the Ladies of the Club enjoyed
a few Sunday mornings of
health and wellbeing sessions
and of course, some fine food
and beverage. The Ladies in
the Bay Events are part of a
series of events emanating
from some recent suggestions
from female Club members.
The Ladies in the Bay Program
continues in earnest, so keep
an eye out for details in the
Club’s newsletters.
Whilst the numbers at the
Australia Day event at the
Club were down on last year,
this was only due to the
constraints because of the
work on the new Alfresco Area
and the revamped Catalina
Bar. The Food and Beverage
Team has started to work on
narrowing down the long
list of contemporary food
options, working out the
beverages and identifying the
operating hours. The Alfresco
Area will potentially be ready
by the end of July with the
new downstairs kitchen and
Catalina Bar a few weeks after
this. The toilet facilities are
nearing completion.
Recently, the General
Committee held a session
updating and reviewing the
Strategic Plan put in place
at the end of Commodore
Campbell’s term. The
inclusiveness and friendly
nature of the Club’s Members
and Club’s Personnel were
identified once again as
a great asset to the club.
This is constantly the most
positive benefit new members
experience when they migrate
from other clubs. This is a
great attribute and it cannot
happen without the Club’s
Members celebrating RPYC
Club Life the way they do.
Many thanks must go out to
the entire membership who
are always willing to step

forward and help a new face
around the club.
A special shout out to go to
the proactive groups who
embrace new members
so diligently. The current
resurgence of the Power
Group has been fantastic with
some very successful social
boating activities. It has also
been great to witness their
interaction with the sailing
group on the water and at
sailing events. One of those
recent events was the Quiz
Night by the Teams Racing
Group, what a fun-filled and
well-attended evening. The TR
Group was so well-organised
and professional in preparing
for the night, making it very
easy for the club to support
the event. They were obviously
lifting a page out of the Dinghy
Division handbook. Speaking
of which, the Dinghy Division is
to be commended for its hard
work and efforts, particularly
in continuing to integrate with
the other boating groups with
initiatives such as the Dinghy
Division Night Marathon. Then
of course we have the S80
Association of WA who is not
only providing excellent onwater training opportunities
but also great camaraderie in
the Wardroom.
Many new names included
on the Membership Ballot
are coming from the groups
just mentioned. The Dinghy
Division and the S80 Group
have represented well in
the last ballot with 19 new
members. The Power Group
has fostered an environment
that is envied by other boat
owners now waiting to get a
pen at RPYC. These groups
are an asset to RPYC as they
endorse RPYC Club Life
and successfully promote
and provide value from
membership at the Club. The
next Ballot closes on 26 May so
if there is someone you were
wanting to encourage to join
up, please do so before then so
they make the next ballot.
Recently the General
Committee has received

recommendations from the
Membership Sub-Committee to
make some minor adjustments
to our membership categories.
Some only require minor
adjustments that can be
endorsed whilst others will
require approval by the
Membership at the next Annual
General Meeting. Membership
is a hot topic in sailing
circles with the impending
changes to Rule 46. As a club
it is important to factor in the
regulatory requirements and
to pitch an offer that needs to
be more casual in nature and
considered easy. A constant
eye on developing the future
potential requires constant
review in this area.
Lately, the boating office
has been very active on the
water with a very good long
lensed camera! The pictures
recapping some of the
on-water action have been
displayed on the Wardroom
monitor thus creating some
great conversation starters.
Did anyone spot a recent one
of Alan Thomas pushing R6
over the start line?. Anyone
looking for these pictures
can find them on the Club’s
website in the Photo Gallery
link within the LifeStyle
Section.
To keep up to date with all
of the impending changes
to club services, on-water
activities and the building
developments, log into the
Club’s Website or make a
call to check your email
subscriptions. It would be
fair to say that things will not
be normal for some time.
For anyone in forced or selfimposed isolation, happy
streaming. My advice is to
spend some time looking at
YouTube sailing channels.
My two favourites are “SV
Delos” and “Sailing Uma”…
the latter for obvious reasons
but you will need to watch an
episode for the ‘ahhh moment’
to understand why it is my
favourite ;p. Keep safe, keep
clean and remember to be
aware of the risk you pose to
others around you! n
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REAR COMMODORE’S MESSAGE
are not able to reintroduce
keelboat sailing within the
current guidance as for the
majority it would be difficult
to maintain the required
1.5m distance and to avoid
shared surfaces, even when
sailing double handed! Also
we have to consider our Race
Management Team and keep
them safe too.
❚ Dr Janet Hornbuckle
Rear Commodore

Well I’m sure no-one would
have predicted that the
RPYC 155th Summer Sailing
Season would be cut short
by a Viral Pandemic. With
neither organised keel boat or
dinghy sailing and closed club
house facilities RPYC has a
very different feel when I visit
to check on Fortuosity. For a
club such as ours where we
promote social inclusion, the
reality of physical distancing
or worse, physical isolation is
a very sad necessity. Clearly
these measures are essential
to protect the most vulnerable
in our society and reduce
the impact on the health
system. Fortunately, in Perth
the measures introduced
and heeded by the majority
of our population appear to
be working and we seem to
have avoided community
spread. The difficulty for all is
not knowing how long these
measures may need to stay
in place and the economic
and social effects this may
have on our members and
our club as well as society in
general. Be assured that your
club continues to monitor
the advice from the State
Government and we will
return to organised on-water
sailing as soon as possible. In
fact, with relaxation of rules
governing the number of
people that may congregate
to 10, whilst maintaining a
physical distance of 1.5m,
we have just been able to
reintroduce our dinghy sailing
program for single handed
boats. Unfortunately, we
24
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Please stay safe, keep others
safe and be patient rather
than becoming a patient!
Whilst not being able to
enjoy actual sailing RPYC
members have been enjoying
virtual sailing through a
digital Sailing Platform –
Virtual Regatta - in place of
Wednesday and Saturday
afternoon sailing. This is a
free on-line and/or App based
platform. Hop on line and
take a look. We even host
virtual results via Zoom on
Wednesdays to sing to the
winners! This is just one of
the initiatives we have to keep
our members engaged during
the COVID-19 restrictions
and it is likely that we will
continue with Virtual Sailing
into the future. If you’d like to
be involved find out more by
contacting the Sailing Office.
Another change we are
dealing with is Australian
Sailing’s announced changes
to Rule 46 in the Racing Rules
of Sailing which govern our
sport with the rule change
coming into effect on 1
January 2021. [Surely we will
be back sailing on the Swan
River by then?!] From that

date Rule 46 requires ‘that
all crew are members of an
affiliated club and registered
with Australian Sailing’;
currently the rule prescribes
that ‘after three races all crew
of any race shall also be a
club member’. So why the
change? There appears to be
two reasons for revising Rule
46. One is related to funding.
Government funding for sport
is driven by participation
rates and appropriately
Australian Sailing wants to
capture as many participants
as possible. Each member
will be registered with and
receive an Australian Sailing
number, boosting the number
of participants and hopefully
increased Government funding.
This will also help clubs
increase their membership
base. The second is related
to safety. With an increased
focus on safety, registration of
all crew competing in a club
event is essential so that we
have vital details, including
contact information, should an
emergency arise.
Most, if not all sports, require
some form of membership fee
to a club and/or association
in order to participate both
in training and competition.
The difference in the sport
of sailing is that the majority
cost of ‘equipment’ required
to participate is borne by the
skipper of the yacht rather
than the club or association.
However, we certainly would
not be able to compete in
our chosen sport without the
infrastructure provided by our

club or governance that is
Australian Sailing.
RPYC introduced crew
membership several years ago
to encourage as many regular
crew as possible to become
active members of the club.
This coincided with the ability
to pay subscriptions monthly
and resulted in affordable
crew membership for a little
over $1 per day.
The Membership Sub
Committee are reviewing the
implication of Rule 46 and it
is likely that a form of limited
day membership, via SailPass,
will be necessary given that
our constitution requires
members to be nominated
by existing members or via
interview with nominations
being subject to a ballot.
Concurrently we are
exploring potential Apps
and appropriate interfaces
with the club membership
database and Australian
Sailing to enable the required
registration for any new
crew as, whatever happens,
registering the details of your
crew from a safety point of
view for each race must be
easy.
We are aware that some
people who crew regularly
are still not members of our
club or any club affiliated
to Australian Sailing even
with the current Rule 46 in
force. Crew members are
nominated by the skipper
of the boat on which they
usually sail and there appears
to have been reluctance on
the part of some skippers to
sign up all of their crew. To
those skippers I propose an
alternative approach to the
Rule 46 change; embrace
the change (including the
electronic sign on for each
race!) and encourage all
enjoying our sport to become
active members of our club,
thus contributing not only
to the cost of running our
facilities but to the vibrancy of
RPYC and our chosen sport of
sailing. n
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SIGNALS FROM THE ENGINE ROOM
• A complete refurbishment
of Pelican, our favourite
safety and mark laying boat
• Redecoration of the firstfloor bathrooms.
• Redecoration of the main
kitchen

❚ Stuart Walton
General Manager

• Annual maintenance on
many of the other Club
boats including ORPYC
which no longer has a hole
in its side!

as we can. The bathrooms
are almost ready to put into
service and all I can say is
Wow, they look superb, the
kitchen equipment will be
arriving in the next 10 days
which will allow us to start
the commissioning process.
Menus are in the final stage
of development and testing
so we will shortly start to
show you photographs of

the delicious food that the
chefs are going to produce.
With the new downstairs
kitchen and bar combined
with the fabulous shaded
dinning and entertaining area
I genuinely believe RPYC is
going to become the place to
be.
Be patient and stay well –
great times lie ahead for a
great Club. n

• Improvements to a lot of
administrative procedures
and policy revisions.

COVID-19
You will by now have read the
Commodores article detailing
our decision with respect to
competitive sailing and food
and beverage. We are very
hopeful that we will return to
something closer to normal in
mid-June. While in this semi
shut down state the staff have
been working hard on all sorts
of projects including but not
limited to:
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• Gardening, previously
undertaken by a contractor,
is being done by staff to
reduce costs.

THE CRAWLEY
RENOVATIONS ARE
NEARLY FINISHED!
As mentioned by the
Commodore we have
experienced some delays with
delivery of materials however
we are pushing ahead as fast
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MONKEY FIST NIGHT MARATHON
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DIVISION 1 REPORT
Division 1 sailing continues
to be challenged with low
turnout at the start line. Since
the last report, we have had
eight Trophy Days with only
a handful of boats that are
consistently sailing each week.
To start off the sailing after the
holiday season, unfortunately
there were no Division 1
starters for the Fremantle
Volunteer Sea Rescue Trophy
Day held on 11 January. The
Act Belong Commit Trophy
Day was held on 18 January
and the following weekend
was the Hyatt Regency Perth
Trophy Day with Boom and
Waitipi the only Division 1
boats competing. Rob and
Nigel split the races with first
on handicap honors. The
Rokeby Dental Surgery Trophy
Day was held on 8 February
with Hitchhiker, Cougar, and
Boom finishing on handicap in
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that order. The CDM Trophy
Day on 15 February was made
up of two windward/leeward
races in the late afternoon
with Wasabi the only Division
1 starter. The Coronation
Cup Team has been utilizing
Wasabi as a training boat, and
owner Nick White allowed
the team to enter for training
purposes. On 22 February, the
Bricklanding Trophy Day was
held. This Trophy is unique in
the sense it was established
to give the boats sailing for
fastest pennants to have a
trophy specially for the boat
recording the fastest elapse
time around a special course.
Boom won it this year by
a margin of almost 47
minutes in light conditions
and a wind direction that
favored sailing with an
asymmetrical spinnaker.
The Wembley Cargo
Trophy Day was
held on 7 March
with Commodore
Mike Campbell the
sole starter. On 14
March, Boom and
Waitipi were the
only entrants for the
Monkey Fist Trophy
Day, finishing in that
order.

Rob Scharnell, Fleet Representative
Until next report, sail safe
and fast! n
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ETCHELLS REPORT

Robbie Gibbs, Fleet Representative

ETCHELLS 2020 WA
STATE CHAMPIONSHIPS
The Etchells WA
Championship was held on 7
and 8 March 2020, organised
by Royal Freshwater Bay
Yacht Club and hosted by
Fremantle Sailing Club.
The Championship was
the third this summer
held on the course waters
of the upcoming World
Championships in November
this year.
Under Race Officer, Kim
Laurence, and his excellent
race management team,
16 crews completed all
nine races. Predominantly
south westerlies of 7 to 16
knots and plenty of moves
in wind direction meant the
Fremantle track was far from
one way and results could
not be guaranteed until the
finish line was crossed.
For Royal Perth Yacht Club,
first place went to my Azure
team of Ethan McAullay on
mainsheet, Harmon McAullay
on bow and myself on helm.
Next from RPYC were former
State Champions Rat Pack
with Grantham Kitto, Brad
Moore and Ethan Prieto-Low
who were edged out from 3rd
to finish 4th on a countback.
Chris said “We had a great
result. Consistency and
never giving up until the
finish line, saw us with 2’s,
3’s, 4’s and a 5th to count
against our opposition that
were up and down in the
fleet. Unfortunately, a race
win alluded us, but we did
what we set out to do and it
puts us three wins in three
regattas this summer. It’s
probably time to sell the
boat, never sail again and
resign to telling stories at the
club bar. We won’t be doing
that!
It was a tense last race which
could have gone a number
of ways, positions changed
significantly throughout the
race and the result hinged
on only a few boat lengths
ROYAL PERTH YACHT CLUB NEWSLETTER

❚ Past Commodore Chris Hardy (and also donor of the Bolero State Championship Trophy), Chris Pratt, Harmon McAullay
and Ethan McAullay

at the finish. Well done also
to Michael Manford and his
crew on The Croc for their
second place and to Peter
Ahern and his crew on Yo!.
Amongst the various
veterans of the class, two
youth teams were standouts
in the fleet. The Monkey Fist

team of Alastair Young, Tom
Blaaw, Conor Nicholas and
Charlie Toyn with a first race
bullet and finishing 5th overall
edging one place ahead of the
Chicken Soup team of Mark
Whittington, Shelly White, Mia
Lovelady and Richard Maher.
Youth were all through the
fleet.

Royal Perth Yacht Club was also
represented by Forte with Mark
Crier, Robbie Gibbs and Blair
Spaulding who suffered from
the closest of UFD’s in the first
race and Team Chicken Soup.
It was also great to see a team
from Fremantle Sailing Club out
racing too. n

FINAL RESULTS
Place Sail No.

Name

Team

1

AUS1400

Azure

Chris Pratt, Ethan McAullay, Harmon McAullay

2

AUS1402

The Croc

Michael Manford, Dean McAullay, Nick Gray

3

AUS1422

Yo!

Peter Ahern, Gordon Blaauw, Sean Gregory

4

AUS1462

Rat Pack

Grantham Kitto, Brad Moore, Ethan Prieto-Low

5

AUS1440

Highlander

Martin Webster, Ryan Donaldson, Bjorn Nielsen, Em Horne

6
AUS1289
		

Monkey Fist
Youth Team

Alastair Young, Tom Blaauw, Conor Nicholas, Charlie Toyn

7
AUS1359
		

Chicken Soup
Youth Team

Mark Whittington, Shelley White, Mia Lovelady, Richard Maher

8

AUS1320

Chilly Bin

Dirk Van der Struyf, Richard Rowell, Travis Keay

9

AUS1022

Screaming Plum Doug Kerr, Luke Paterson, Greg Kerr

10

AUS1433

Forte

Mark Crier, Robbie Gibbs, Blair Spalding
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ENDEAVOUR 24 REPORT
ENDEAVOUR 24 STATES –
2019-2020
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Tiger (Bob Davis) also right
up there as he always is at the
start.

Breeze (Man Singh) was using
their almost new number 2 jib,
and made a good start, close
behind Mindarie, with Little

Sailing in a gentle sea breeze
of 10 knots, with the first mark
being Bricklanding, everyone
settled into a steady and fairly

Defending Champion Mistral
(Mark Dymond) thought
he would give everybody a
chance this year and decided
to wait until everyone else had
started before approaching
the line. Mark has used this
technique before and it’s
worked out well – would he
enjoy the same success again?

long beat to windward.
As the fleet settled down,
Vagabond (Tony Finch)
worked his way to the front,
with Amber (Peter Cook)
working hard at learning to
skipper again after spending
most of the last 12 months
crewing on Far 9.2’s, and Argo
(Barry Rosen) also sailing well
but not quite on the pace with
the front runners.
Mistral showed off their
windward speed and
gradually working their way to
the front, although Vagabond
found a lucky shift and was
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The Endeavour 24 States were
held this year on Saturday
March 7th. Due to declining
numbers of those willing and
able to race with spinnakers,
it was decided to make this
a Jib and Main race, and to
make the Championship one
race only, utilizing the normal
Saturday Royal Perth start
team and courses. This turned
out to be an inspired decision,
with seven yachts sailing on
the day, the best turnout since
RPYC opening day.

Mindarie (Ian Passmore) had
obviously been reading many
sailing books of late, and
made a brilliant start at the
boat end, leading the fleet
away. Unfortunately, Ian’s
crew had been reading comic
books, and were not aware
they need to bring the sails
in, so Mindarie slowly drifted
back thru the fleet whilst Ian
got them all onto the same
page.

By Tony Finch
▲

first to brick landing, followed
by Mistral, Little Tiger, Amber
and then Breeze.
Downwind performance
showed that those who sail
regularly on Wednesday have
an edge, with Mistral reaching
the front and Little Tiger and
Amber making large gains
over Vagabond, who was
constantly looking over the
side to try and find the bucket
that must have been tied to
his keel.
The order of Mistral,
Vagabond, Little Tiger, Amber
then Breeze held steady

for the next few legs of the
course, with Mistral gradually
extending their lead on every
leg of the course.
The final part of the course
was Robins, Outer Dolphin
and then Knot spit. It’s not
entirely clear what happened
to Little Tiger at this stage, but
they proceeded to take a short
cut and pass Outer Dolphin
on the incorrect side. It may
have been that the navigator
opened the road map they
were using to navigate at
the wrong page (Rob never
came to the bar after the

race to explain himself so
this is quite plausible) or it
may be that the entire crew
were enjoying a refreshing
beverage and failed to keep a
look out. After finishing their
cans, they turned around
and corrected their mistake,
dropping from third to fifth.
The pressure was then on
Bob to make up to his crew,
and he sailed a brilliant leg
from Poplar to Crawley,

making up the two places he
had lost.
The 2019-20 back to back
Champion is Mark Dymond
and the Mistral crew, with
Vagabond second and Little
Tiger third, with Little Tiger also
taking out the handicap results.
It must have been a great day
judging by the good turnup and happy faces in the
Wardroom afterwards. n

KAREN KOEDYK WINS
ENDEAVOUR 24 LADIES
SKIPPERS RACE.
The event took place Tuesday evening Feb 18 as planned.
With strong support from the Endeavour community, a
happy and successful occasion was experienced by all
involved.
The weather was a warm and balmy night with breeze
fairly steady from the East at about 8-10 knots. Course
twice around the bay, Matilda, Poplar, Crawley, RPYC and
finish before sundown.
Karen Koedyk (RPYC Committee) on Little Tiger was
the winner but only picking up the lead at Crawley on
the first time around up from Poplar, finishing ahead of
Annette Koenders in England Expects, 2nd and Michelle in
Breeze 3rd. Peta Holmes on Amber then Jan Fairclough in
Mindarie.
Apart from these 5 yachts it was good to have
participation from other Endeavourites including Peta
Holmes from Ishta, Barry Rosen from Argo and our Hon
Secretary Len Roy.
Ron Carterton from the larger Adrenalin Rush was our
efficient starter, help also from RPYC including Safety
Boat and our RPYC Commodore Greg O’Neill being on
hand to present the pennants afterwards.
Bob Davis
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OFFSHORE REPORT

ISOLATED INCIDENTS OF
SAILING OFFSHORE
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Royal Perth Yacht Club has
had four yachts participating
regularly in offshore races
this season. They are Atomic
Blonde, Huckleberry, Wasabi
and Wyuna. Wasabi sails in
Division 1 and the other three
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Returning to the ‘Offshore
Season’ after the Christmas
break, all seemed normal.
The Hillary’s Weekend, The
Bunbury and Return Ocean
Race and the Mandurah
Weekend events to look
forward to in the normal
passage of the calendar and
season. As I write this report,
it is the week of the Naturaliste

and Return Ocean Race. Your
Club is the OA, and it is full
steam ahead; the landscape is
certainly changing, it remains
to be seen if the seascape does
too.

Hilary Arthure, Representative

▲

in Division 2. In early February
the Christmas cobwebs were
blown away during the Pot of
Gold race to Hillarys. Atomic
Blonde was 1st in Div 2 IRC
and PHS; Huckleberry was 4th
on IRC and 3rd on PHS. Both
skippers were delighted with
their bags of gold. It is the
only race of the season with a
cash prize…paid in $2 coins!
The return race the next
morning (the Shepherdess
Cup), allowed Huckleberry to
romp home to a 1st on both
IRC and PHS.

Mid- February means the
Bunbury and Return Ocean
Race. Atomic Blonde and
Huckleberry took their
place on the line as the
RPYC entries in a fleet of 16
yachts. Departing on Friday
evening, with a light breeze
aft of the mast most of the
way to Bunbury. Spinnakers
and Code Zeros were the
sails of choice. After turning
in Bunbury Harbour, a nice
south westerly filled in;
meaning a kite home too! All
sailors agreed it was a great
sail; balmy weather and
lovely breeze. Atomic Blonde
(skippered by Mike Finn), was
4th IRC and Huckleberry 5th.
Huckleberry was 1st on PHS,
smiles all round.

The biggest fleet of the year
traditionally assembles for the
Mandurah weekend. This year
there were 40 entrants across
two divisions. Two races,
the Halls Head Ocean Race
and Point Robert Return are
placed either side of a warm
welcome and great hospitality
at the Mandurah Offshore
Fishing and Sailing Club.
All four of the ‘usual’ RPYC
suspects entered. Wasabi
was stacked for the weekend
with a glamour crew; She was
5th on IRC and 1st on PHS.
Atomic Blonde (with Mike Finn
skippering on Saturday and
Simon Torvaldsen on Sunday),
won in Division 2 IRC and
Huckleberry was 4th. It was so
good to see a large crowd of
RPYC sailors enjoying the fun.
There are an increasing group
of Club- members scattered
across the fleet on Crush,
Checkmate and Joss.
Take care everybody.
Standing by… n
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S80 REPORT

S80 SOUTH-WEST
CHAMPIONSHIPS
The crystalline waters of
Koombana Bay was the
venue for the 2nd annual S80
South West Championships
held over Saturday and
Sunday of the Australia
Day weekend. Five teams
from Perth - 2 boats (Grand
Piano and Fusion) making
the journey offshore, while
SoPYC contender (Shadowfax)
journeyed by road on a
purpose built jinker/trailer
combination on its maiden
journey, courtesy of KBSC’s
Phil Slee. The two other
teams, made up of crews from
Balancing Act and Frakka,
borrowed local S80s for the
event making a total of 12
boats in the competition.
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Consistency places were
taken out by Shadowfax (Mark
Gooding) 1st; Flying Circus
(Annette Koenders) 2nd and
White Noise (Bill White) 3rd.
The event honourable
mention goes to Grand Piano

(Tony Strickland) crewed
by an all women team of
trainees from the S80 Sailor
Development Programme.
Apart from any on water skills
they may have developed,
they made quite a splash in
their colourful uniforms – see
photo.
Congratulations go to KBSC
for such a well organised
event and social calendar,
which for the first time
included S97 competitors.
This annual event is now fixed
in the KBSC S80 calendar and
can only gain in popularity
and support in future years.
Plans are already being
developed to transport more
boats by road from Perth next
year.

S80 STATE
CHAMPIONSHIPS
The S80 State Championships
held on Owen Anchorage
over the Labour Day weekend

couldn’t quite eclipse the
standard set in Bunbury with
only 11 contenders mixing it
for the silverware. Four boats
from KBSC made the journey
once again, making it the
fourth year running that our
Bunbury friends have taken
part, further cementing a truly
great competitive atmosphere
and friendly relationship.
A superb race management
effort was put in by Pamela
Strickland and her team, with
some difficult calls in the
prevailing conditions. Going
into the last day with still 2
races left to sail and no clear
cut outcome, meant some
careful assessments needed
to be made on course laying
and number. Then the first
90 minutes were lost due to
high winds and gusts up to 30
knots, meaning the morning’s
programme was cut back to
one single race due to time
limits. This meant that a 7
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The light to moderate
southerly breezes shifting SW
and strengthening, but flat in
the protected waters, turned
out some exciting sailing for

the 7 race series over 2 days.
Racing was typically close
with the local fleet standing
out for the most part. KBSC
contender Rum Runner (Ray
Leguire) demonstrated a
virtuoso performance with
some superb tactical calls
to take out 4 first and 3
second places to give him the
championship on 10 points.
Last year’s SW Champion Miss
Behavin (Phil Slee) managed a
sound 2nd place on 15 points
and Fusion (replacement
skipper Simon Plunkett)
pulling off a creditable 3rd
place on 30 points, just slightly
ahead of Shadowfax (Mark
Gooding) after count back.

Jeff Crookes, Fleet Representative

▲

race programme was reduced
to a 6 race event. A decision
that won wide support from
competitors, given the seastate and breezes.

State Championship in a well
deserved achievement. Fiona
did point out that her tactician
played a key role and her crew
were in great form.

If the States is about hard
work and preparation, that
certainly paid off for those
who went the whole nineyards with their campaign.
The nature of S80 competition
leaves little room for error and
one bad tactical decision or
duff tack can cost dearly.

Second place overall went to
Shadowfax (Mark Gooding SoPYC) who was always up
there and did an excellent job
in the conditions. Mark and his
crew have sailed remarkable
well all season and have
featured in States podium
placings over the past couple
of years. I think they are
destined for greater things.

For the most part this year
racing was close with very
little time lost from first to
last, but it was Balancing Act
(Fiona McCabe) taking out 3
first places and 2 third places
to finish on 9 points to win
the title. Fiona and her crew
were impressive throughout
and put in a splendid effort
making all the right calls.
Fiona is the first woman
skipper to take out an S80
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A well deserved third place
went to En Garde (Rishi
Origioni - KBSC) who with
his team drew on some
very obvious training and
preparation work to remain
close to the front of the
fleet all weekend. Rishi and
team not only get the most
improved award, but also get
the gong for the best dressed

team with superb colour
coordination - right down to
the boats anti-foul.
Outgoing champion Miss
Behavin (Phil Slee - KBSC)
managed a creditable 4th
place. Rum Runner (Ray
Leguire - KBSC) - unable
to match his South West
Championship winning form,
came in mid-fleet behind
Escape (Darrin Tinley) giving
KBSC boats 3rd, 4th, 5th, and
6th placings.
Consistency awards went
to Uncle Louis (Jenny
Richardson) in 1st place;
Surcouf (John Guhl) 2nd place
and Hobo (Chris Carpenter MBSC) 3rd place. Chris also
deserves a special mention
for his performance, not only
because he is a recent (2019)
graduate of the S80 Sailor
Development programme,
but almost all of his crew
are current members of the

current S80 programme. Well
done to Hobo.

BLUEBIRD
S80 Bluebird was purchased
by Stuart Game (SoPYC)
from the estate of the late
Tony Johnson and has sat at
Southern River on a jinker for
several years. Stuart’s wife
Sue donated Bluebird to S80
WA following Stuart’s passing
last year. Because S80s
are very well represented
at KBSC with some 13
boats at the club - up to 8
racing frequently – the S80
committee assigned Bluebird
to KBSC to ultimately become
an S80 training boat offering
the same programme
available on the Swan River.
Work has already started on
rejuvenating Bluebird with
completion anticipated by
next summer, at which time
we will work closely with
the S80 sailors at KBSC to
establish the programme. n
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S97 REPORT

The 2019/20 Sailing Season
has to date, for the s97s,
proved to be one of keen,
close, competitive racing and
full of FUN!
Post Xmas, Jolie Breeze and
Hornet’s Nest accepted the
invitation from Koombana
Bay Sailing Club, Bunbury,
to sail south and compete
in the s80/s97 South West
Championships over the
Australia Day Long Weekend.
And what a regatta it was!
Our Bunbury hosts were so
welcoming & accommodating
to ensure the event went off
with a bang (even arranged
a huge Sky Show on Sunday
26th - yes, just for us !!!!!).
Competing boats amounted to
Ocean Cowboy, owned by the
notoriously competitive Talbot

IN THE WIND

The s97 Championship was
won by Anthony Talbot on
Ocean Cowboy, in 2nd Place,
David Hepburn on Jolie
Breeze and 3rd, Ron Meyers
on Hornet’s Nest. 1st on
Consistency was Ron Meyers,
Hornet’s Nest.

KBSC were very generous
with ‘Lotsa Loot’, in the form
of Pennants, embossed wine
glasses, wine and champagne,
and more wine.
Perhaps it was the additional
cartons of wine aboard, which
found Hornet’s Nest securely
‘on the putty’, when trying
to depart its’ mooring for
Mandurah on the morning
after the event????

The Windward Leeward Series
of 8 races for the s97s, held by
South of Perth Yacht Club, was
completed on Saturday 1st
February. The last 4 races saw
very close racing in a torrid
20kn+ Sea Breeze, the courses
being too short for any boat to
attempt a Spinnaker hoist.
The Series winner was Simon
Plunkett on Terra, 2nd was
Ron Meyers on Hornet’s Nest
and 3rd, John Bayley on
Hejira.
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family, ex RPYC s97, Stress
Management, Jolie Breeze
and Hornet’s Nest.

Ron Meyers/Maxy D’Alesio, Fleet Representatives

▲

1st on Consistency was
Hornet’s Nest, 2nd Terra and
3rd Hejira.
The s97 State Championships
were held on Owen
Anchorage, Cockburn Sound,
over the long weekend
February 29, March 01 and 02,
2020, based out of the RPYC
Annexe.
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On the Start Line were 8
competing boats, all but one
representing RPYC, namely
Total Recall, Déjà Vu, Hornet’s
Nest, Hejira, Terra, Silver
Fern and Jollie Breeze, with
Skallagrig from RFBYC.
Victorious, after 6 Heats for the
Frank Farrelly Championship

Trophy, following torrid
Easterly breezes, was Alastair
McMichael for the 2nd year
in a row, on Silver Fern.
Congratulations, Alastair,
State Champion 2020!
Second on Championship
points was Mark Hannaford on
Déjà Vu.

Third home was Simon
Plunkett on Terra.
The s97 Consistency Trophy
was also won by Alastair
McMichael on Silver Fern,
2nd was Maxi D’Alesio on
Total Recall and 3rd was Mark
Hannaford on Déjà Vu.
A very competitive and well
organised Regatta. n
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FARR 9.2 REPORT

At our last update in January,
we were half-way through the
Farr 9.2 Metro Series, with four
of eight heats completed so far.
Competition has been fierce,
with a different over-the-line
winner for each of those races.
Farrlap (Andrew Hossen)
stands at the sharp end of the
championship ladder, with
Itinerant (Mark Hansen) two
points behind.
With another three heats done
now, the series results are
still very close, with yet more
members of the fleet taking
home the coveted fastest flags.
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Itinerant overtakes Farrlap as
first on the progressive results,
but only by a single point. This
also gives us a fifth winning
boat over the five heats so far.
The next heat in the series, on
the 8th of February, was hosted
back at Royal Perth Yacht Club,
as the Farr 9.2 Association’s
Max Hayes Memorial Trophy.
Max was highly regarded by
the Farr 9.2 fleet, and his name
appears on various items of
the Association’s silverware, as
a previous owner of The Black
Smoke.

Heat five was the first for the
new year, hosted by Royal
Freshwater Bay Yacht Club.
Very light winds tempted
the crews to bring out their
larger genoas in the pre-start
area. However, a sea breeze
coming in up just minutes
before the start caused some
last minute sail changes, and
the consequent bustle of
activity on foredecks across
the fleet. At the start, Itinerant
broke away to a quick lead,
and held it through the race,
finishing first across the line, as
well as on handicap. Chasing
behind was Lionheart (Warren
Westaway) and Elusive (Richard
Brisbane-Cohen), second and
third respectively. Handicap
results matched the over-theline sequence for those first
three boats.

Conditions for the day’s racing
were quite variable, with
small but unpredictable shifts
keeping the fleet busy. Very
keen to get racing, almost
all of the fleet crossed early,
causing the start team to have
to shoo the spiders off the first
substitute flag for a general
recall. Much better behaved
the second time around, the
fleet made a clean start, with
Elusive and Farrlap sneaking
away from the crowd and
staying ahead for the rest of
the race. Elusive managed to
hold out for a 16 second lead
ahead of Farrlap at the finish
line, finishing fastest. The Black
Smoke (Jeremy Kerr) crossed
next, in third. Handicap results
had Elusive also at first, Farr
Fetched (Bruce Meakins)
second and both Seahawk (Pat
Jones) and Farrlap equal third.

With this win, and our first drop
added to score calculations,

That makes yet another boat
taking fastest for the metro
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Jeremy Kerr, Farr 9.2 Association President

series – six for six! With their
win in this race, Elusive jumps
to the top spot in progressive
results, but only on countback,
as Farrlap sits in second with
equal points. Only one point
away, Itinerant places in third.
Changing tack from the
metro series, the next event
in the Farr 9.2 Association
schedule is the Lady Skippers’
Championship, held as part of
a RPYC Thursday night twilight.
The original forecast was for
a straightforward light sea
breeze, but the wind has its
own plans, turning up much
stronger and gustier than
expected; the smaller jibs and
reefing lines were brought out,
and the competition getting
serious. After a quick refresher
on what a number 5 course
flag looks like, the fleet sailed
a course around the Matilda
Bay area, with two laps of
Matilda, Poplar and Crawley
marks. Farr Fetched (Sarah
Liddiard) broke out to the front
of the fleet early, finishing first.
The Black Smoke (Jen Leen)
chased closely in second, and
Farr Far Away (Helen Baker)
finished third. A lot of credit
to Helen, this was her first
race skippering, and in tough
conditions too!
Back in the metro series,
the fleet sailed over to
Claremont Yacht Club for their
Commodore’s Cup event, as
heat seven. Quite a polarising
race for the fleet, the course,
run since 1905, has us sailing

laps around Freshwater bay.
Lacking a solid upwind leg, this
race is often decided on both
quick crew work and shifts in
various parts of the bay. As if
by an unspoken round-robin
arrangement, the race lead
changed multiple times during
the race, but Lionheart made
excellent use of a couple of
lucky lifts, as well as some
clever spinnaker runs, to take
first and fastest. Itinerant
finished second across the line,
and Seahawk third. Handicap
results had Farr Fetched at
second, and Seahawk third.
Evidently the fleet had a
fantastic time out on the course,
with our reporters spotting a
couple of curious spinnaker
arrangements during the race,
some minor unscheduled sail
repairs, and a few instances of
boats sailing around in small
circles.
With their win in this race,
Lionheart becomes the first
boat in the 2019/2020 Metro
Series to win two heats. For the
championship results, their
second place at CYC brings
Itinerant back to the top of the
ladder, Farrlap second and
Elusive third. There’s only one
point between each placing,
so there will be plenty of tough
competition for the final heat
in April!
Before then though, the
fleet will be heading south
to The Cruising Yacht Club in
Rockingham for their State
Championships, held on the
28th and 29th of March. Like
previous years, a packed
schedule of both windward/
leeward and around-thebuoys races decides the State
Champion of the Farr 9.2s for
2020. Stay tuned for updates.
The Farr 9.2 fleet are always
keen to welcome newcomers –
both for serious sailing and notso-serious social events. If you’d
like to join one of our boats, a
few teams are looking for new
crew – either for occasional
fill-in spots or regular race
commitments. Email the
Association on secretary@
farr92.asn.au to get in touch. n
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RACE MANAGEMENT

Phillippa Berkhout, Representative

As we draw near to the
end of the season, the
Saturday Race Management
team looked back and
collectively said “Whew!
We have facilitated a lot of
sailing – in the river and
ocean”. We don’t know how
our team leader, Pamela
Strickland, maintains
such a pace and works!
Committee meetings,
Saturdays – sometimes
morning and afternoon,
Sunday mornings, Retros,
Tuesday nights, Thursday
twilights, special regattas
such as the S80/S97 State
Championships, Champion
of Champion, Women’s and
Youth Keelboat States! Wow!
All in the course of a normal
season. Congratulations and
thank you Pamela. You are a
great RM boss.
The business of the
2019/2020 season has
exposed our small number
of volunteers, especially
for the safety and mark
boats. If you want to give
something back to your
Club, please consider
volunteering for these
positions. There will also
be some training to come.

Remember, you don’t have to
commit to every special event.
Your safety and that of the
crew on Challenger remains
a RPYC priority. With this in
mind, there is now a ladder on
board. It attaches to the marlin
board and allows people to
climb easily onto Challenger.

Sailors, an unusual
situation occurred towards
the end of the season. The
individual recall flag was
deployed (not unusual).
Boats did return but the
flag remained flying.
Why?? In this instance a
yacht was still coming out
for the start but sailing
on the course through
the now competing fleet.
This meant that she was
OCS and until she started
correctly or 4 minutes, the
X flag remained flying. So to
avoid confusing your fellow
sailors, if you are late for
the start, it’s a good idea to
keep clear of the course, or,
if possible, leave the pen
earlier particularly in light
Easterly winds.
We also dusted off the
General Recall flag. When
deployed, there was some
confusion amongst the
division (as it is such a
rare event). If the Race
Officer calls a general recall
(if there are too many
unidentified boats over the
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line, or if a sudden wind shift
pushes boats over), every
boat must come back, and we
re-start their sequence again.
The division does not go to
the back of the fleet and start
last. So…if you are part of a
general recall, come back as
quickly as you can and stay
close!
See you out on the water.
Saturday Race Management
Team. n
IN THE WIND
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NEW MEMBERS NIGHT
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Volunteering at RPYC
ACT, BELONG, COMMIT!

We belong to a wonderful Club. For many members, RPYC is the place we come to indulge
our passion of ‘messing around in boats’. Our Club is also a place to socialise and meet new
friends. Being accepted as a member is a form of belonging.
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I got an up-close look at
what they do during the
recent S80 and S97 State
Championships. Under the
leadership of the RO, Pamela
Strickland, courses were laid
and pulled, moved and reset;
the safety boat patrolled, and
ORPYC provided a starting
platform from which it
was all coordinated by her
amazingly skilful team. I
learned how to use the box
of tricks I was issued with for
laying marks in the correct
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However, if all members
only acted and committed
to being on yachts and boats
we couldn’t race. In order for
the racing to occur, we need
our Race Management Team.
This group of committed
volunteers turn up early
and leave late on Tuesdays,
Wednesdays, Thursdays,
Saturdays, Sundays….in fact
any day. They are just as
passionate about their role, as
the sailors are on the water.
They are also very skilled.

MEMBERSHIP
Andrew McAullay, Membership Chair

Welcome to our new Members – April 2020
The Commodore, Flag Officers and members of General
Committee welcome the following new Members to Royal
Perth Yacht Club:
Mr Jacob Salter, Mr Carl Scarvaci, Miss Caitlin Shaw,
Mr Roshan Singh, Mr Jason and Mrs Amy Haines and their
daughter, Thea, Mr Tony and Mrs Diane Newnham,
Dr Grant Walsh and Mrs Brigitte Savy-Walsh, Mrs Charmaine
Blackburne, Mrs Joan Brown, Mr Marty Helean, Mr Jeremy
Fox, Mr Connor Shaw, Ms Adele Joslin, Mr David Manners,
Miss Eimhear O’Doherty, Mr Rick Blair, Mr Nils Blumann.
▲

position; and it all happened in
a spirit of fun and camaraderie.
Onshore activities were equally
well coordinated by kind
volunteers. There was even
fresh homemade CAKE!
The Race Management team
need us, all of us, as much
as we need them. Could I
encourage each and every
member to volunteer at least
once or twice a year to help.
There are also courses available
via AS to learn the particular
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skills of Race Management. I
bet, Pamela, Anna, Philippa
and the others long for the
day they can have the odd
race day off, in the knowledge
that there is another skilled
team on duty. It is an
amazing learning experience
but also tons of fun, as well
as a way of truly belonging
to our Club. Please talk to
Travis or Dean in the office if
you would like to volunteer
or learn more. Act, commit
and then belong. n
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SAILABILITY

The 2019 ‘Volunteer of the
Year’ trophy was awarded
to Anton Rogers. Anton has
been volunteering here for
five years taking out one
of the colourful Hansa 303
Dinghy’s each week with a
lucky participant. Generally
the boats go out for an hour
and where possible Anton
encourages the participants
to be as involved as they are
able. He has a long pedigree
of sailing dinghys and we are
lucky to have him helping
out. Anton was 10 years old
when he started sailing a
Mirror Dinghy, progressed
to be Captain of Sailing at
school and then went on
to sail 12-foot, 16-foot an
18-foot skiffs winning a few
significant events along the
way. In 1973, he joined the
Sydney University Sailing
Club, sailing Lightweight
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By Lou Chambers

Sharpies. That year as part of
the crew of Pooh Corner, he
was Intervarsity Champion
and had some success in
the State and National
championships. After retiring
in 2015, he was delighted to
hear about the Sailability
organisation, because it gave
him an opportunity to sail and
to teach people less fortunate
than himself some sailing
skills and just enjoy being out
on the water. ‘I enjoy working
with the organisation greatly
and being part of a team of
Volunteers, who do real work
helping people’ said Anton.
A successful RPYC 2020 Mini
Series was held in February
and Act Belong Commit Hansa
303’s and Liberty’s competed.
There was a selection of
sailors from Albany who came
up and the Co-ordinator which

www.sailabilitywa.com.au

was exciting. The sailing
was over two days with
many competitors in various
classes, support folk and
Volunteers all making the
event a great success. Tracy
Odiam, Rob Crofts and Mike
Cull took out the top podium
positions in the Liberty
Division; with the Hansa
303’s dominated by the
Albany sailors with Harriet
Paterson, Suzzette Evans
and Robert Cridge taking
out the honours. Hosting
and trading stories with the
Albany sailors was a lot of
fun in readiness for the WA
State Hansa Championships.
This year the WA Hansa
Class Championships 2020,
were held at Princess Royal
Sailing Club Albany, Feb
14 – 16. The weather was
quite changeable with
four seasons in a day and
at times gusts of up to 20
knots. Grant Alderson,
Australian Para Sailing Coach
spent the weekend at the
Championships supporting
the fleets and conducting
intensive coaching on the
water. The racing was
competitive with many races
determined by less than a
boat length. Rob Crofts, Mike
Cull and Tracy Odiam took
out the Liberty class; and
Rob Crofts, Harriet Paterson
and Suzzette Evans took out
the Hansa 303 Singles. PRSC
competitors won all medals
in the Hansa 303 Doubles.
Overall a great result for Rob
Crofts who has been training
hard and out in all weathers

to improve his skills. It is
really great that we are
seeing a growing competition
within WA of the Hansa Class
which are boats for people of
all abilities – you too could be
racing in one of these boats !
In February we had the
pleasure of taking out some
young folk from Aim High
which is a social club for
young adults with Down
Syndrome. The Members
are supported by an
experienced Group Leader
and other Volunteers who
enjoy a range of activities
together and try share life
skills. We had three keel
boats go out with fantastic
Volunteers who gave up their
Saturday morning to help
out. Everyone had loads of
fun and we even recruited a
couple of the group to come
back and join Sailability and
sail in the dinghy’s.
Social Sailing on Wednesdays
and Thursday has continued
and we are at absolute
capacity with people still
ringing, hoping to join
Sailability programs.
The weather has been a
bit tiresome with a few
sessions cancelled due to
thunderstorms but overall we
are enjoying a great second
half of the season. Sadly the
COVID-19 may hamper our
pleasure as it is impacting
all walks of life currently. It is
unpredictable and we have
a lot of medically vulnerable
people sail with us so we are
being aware and cautious. n
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FREMANTLE
Annexe

and advised by our Health
Authorities in this unusual
time.
On a more jolly note we saw
the ever vibrant crews of
S80’s and S97’s enjoy what
I think has been one of the
best State Championships
held here in the last few
years, liaised and managed
as ever by the efficient
regime of Jeff Crooks. Most
definitely a good time was
had by all.
❚ Clem Rogers
Harbour Master

As we enter the winter phase,
life has taken an unexpected
turn for everyone as a result
of Covid-19. By the time you
read this article hopefully
much more will be known
about the impact it will have
had on our lives, here at the
Annexe we will have been
doing our utmost to ensure
the environment is kept as
clean as possible. We ask that
each and everyone visiting the
Annexe respect each other and
take all necessary personal
precautions as recommended
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Held on its regular calendar
date of the Labour Day
weekend 29th Feb -2 March
the Annexe came alive so
there’s never a dull moment.
Congratulations to all those
taking part in the event, in
particular Balancing Act (S80)

and Silver Fern (S97) taking
the silverware, the weekend
finished up with lots of social
banter and a tasty paella
lunch.
Generally the Annexe has
been quieter than what
would be expected for the
time of year, whether it has
been impacted by weather
or financial constraints
filtering through it is hard
to tell, but there has been a
definite downturn on general
movements of vessels.

ELECTRICAL SHORE
POWER CABLE IN DATE
TAGGING-UPDATE
Following on from my last
edition, the members with
shore power cables that were

not compliant by 31st March
would have received their
notices, which leads on to the
usual winter reminder….
…..MOORING LINES need to
be checked.
Already a number of boats
have been identified with
worn out and frayed lines
and no weights on the chains.
These members, as with
power cables, will be notified
prior to the full onset of
winter weather conditions to
replace doubtful lines.
By the time this issue hits
the mat I trust and hope that
all the potential concerns
over Corona virus have been
diverted to past history,
wishing every one well. n
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FROM THE

Archives

During the past few weeks we have had an unusual large
number of inquiries re Power Boats, Yachts and Past
Members.
Barbara Olsson nee Trethowan called in to gain some family
history knowledge of her Great Great uncle Dr W Trethowan
a Past Commodore (1913 – 1915) and Honorary Life Member
of Royal Perth Yacht Club. From the Club’s Data Base and
Archive Collection, we were able to provide Barbara with Dr
Trethowan’s Membership resume and copies of his original
Membership Document and a copy of his Boat Register for
his power boat Keiwa. Barbara was also presented a copy of
Sailing on the Swan.
The Club Archives were also visited by Michael Taylor and
Margueriti and a family member Susan Bredstell. They were
also conducting Family Research on The Fan and her sister
ship Gymea formerly sailed at Royal Perth by Chris Pratt.
Michael’s interest in The Fan stems from his uncle Les Brown
who sailed with Wally West on The Fan for many years and
Susan is the daughter of Les Brown. Michael has recently
acquired Gymea, a 21 Foot Restricted Class which he is
in the process of restoring. We have managed to contact
Club Member Chris Pratt, a previous owner of Gymea who
sailed this craft at RPYC for some time. The Pratt family had
owned the yacht since 1948 when she was purchased by Dan
Medwell the grandfather of Chris Pratt. Gymea was sold back
to Sydney in 2011. Gymea is listed on the National Maritime
Heritage Register.

❚ Astrea

❚ Gymea
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Family research was also required on the yacht Astrea (The Bird).
Astrea was a Rater that was owned by Leslie French, the father
of Marilyn Jones who contacted us for some history of the yacht.
We were able from our Historical Yacht Photo Records, to furnish
her with some photos including crew members and several news
clippings re her sailing performances. Marilyn mentioned in her
email of a large framed photo of Astrea that was hanging in the
family home for many years, but sadly in the passing of time was
lost. Through some vigorous research, we have now located this
family photo which was donated some time ago to Fremantle
Sailing Club. We have put Marilyn in touch with FSC Archivist
Carolyn Jupp who will reunite Marilyn with the photo.
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By Jon Readhead – Club Archivist

GERALDTON FISHERMAN’S
CO–OP
A couple of years ago, John Fitz from Dongara asked If I could
help the Geraldton Fisherman’s Co-Op to organize and establish
an Archive to control the vast number of paper documents and
Journals they have in their collection. After a couple of trips to
Geraldton, the Co-Op Archive Group has managed to sort through
many bundles of documents, discarding those that are unwanted
and some that are severely damaged by mould. I conducted a
work shop in Geraldton in February providing information on
preparing Documents and Journals for storage and Registration.
The Co-Op Group are well on the way to completing this function
and when complete we will provide a Data Base for their
collection to be registered

QUIZ
Quiz Number 61 for a nice bottle of Red:
Who is the esteemed Club Member, 18 years old at
the time, seen sailing his Moth Impact. He was last
seen sailing an Endeavour.
There were a significant number of entries but
no Winner. No it was not Commodore Mark
Fitzhardinge but none other than club member
Bob Davis.
Quiz Number 62:
Where would you put a “baggy winkle” on your
yacht?

QUIZ
PRIZE

First correct entry drawn wins.
Please email your entry to:
clubarchivist@rpyc.com.au or by phone to Jon
on 0408 945 611.

BOOK DONATIONS
Members, we love receiving your donations of Books, however
if you could hold off your Book Donations until after our Club
renovations are complete as secure storage is at a premium.
Many Thanks.

RECENT DONATIONS
TO THE ARCHIVES
We would like to thank the following Members and Friends
of RPYC.
•

Todd Back– a large collection of Maritime books

•

Skip Lissiman – a large collection of America’s Cup Sailing
Books including some out of print editions.

•

Nick White – A large photo of Australia II

•

Christina Browning – America’s Cup 1987 Official First Day
Cover.

•

Bruce and Jeanette Meakins – A Rare 1899 Navigation Book

QUOTE OF THE DAY
Be an encourager, the world has plenty of critics already.

For general access to records, Family and Club History
inquiries, give us a call or drop down to the Club and visit
your Club Archives.
Contact details: 0408 945 611 email:
clubarchivist@rpyc.com.au
Please note that the direct line to the Archive Room has been
disconnected until renovations have been completed.

“Among national assets, archives are the most precious; they are the gift of one generation to another and the
extent of our care of them marks the extent of our civilization”.
Quote by Arthur Doughty, July 1916 during the battle of the Somme.
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MEMBERS SERVICES DIRECTORY
ACCOMMODATION

BOATING SALES

ARCHITECTS

CRAIG STEERE ARCHITECTS

VICSAIL YACHTS W.A.

Craig Steere

Tony Bewsher
Tel:
9336 5533
Mobile: 0438 389 957
Fax:
9336 5599
Email:
tony@vicsailwa.com
Website: www.vicsailwa.com
Yacht Brokerage, WA distributors for Catalina Yachts,
J Boats, Lagoon, Walker Bay, Sessa Marine and Rocna
Anchors.

SEASHELLS BROOME
Tel:
9194 1500
Email:
broome@seashells.com.au
1, 2 and 3 bedroom apartments set in lush tropical
gardens, 300m from Cable Beach. Swimming pool,
BBQs, free in-house movies, free Wi-Fi and parking.

SEASHELLS FREMANTLE
Tel:
9387 0800
Email:
fremantle@seashells.com.au
Studio, 1 and 2 bedroom fully self-contained
apartments located on levels four and five of the new
Richmond Quarter development just 1.5km from the
city of Fremantle. Rooftop tapas and cocktail bar.
Free Wi-Fi and free secure parking.

SEASHELLS MANDURAH
Tel:
9550 3000
Email:
mandurah@seashells.com.au
Absolute beachfront location on Comet Bay. 1 and 2
bedroom self-contained apartments and villas with
ocean or marina views. Heated infinity pool and spa,
BBQs, tennis court and conference facilities for up to
100 delegates. Free Wi-Fi and parking.

SEASHELLS SCARBOROUGH
Tel:
9341 9600
Email:
scarborough@seashells.com.au
1, 2 and 3 bedroom fully self-contained apartments
overlooking Scarborough Beach. Choice of two
swimming pools (one heated), sauna, free in-house
movies, free Wi-Fi & free secure parking.

SEASHELLS YALLINGUP
Tel:
9750 1500
Email:
yallingup@seashells.com.au
1 and 2 bedroom fully self-contained apartments
and studio rooms set in 4.5 hectares of spectacular
gardens that lead to Yallingup beach. Adjacent to the
heritage Caves House Hotel with bar, restaurant and
conference facilities. Free in-house movies, free Wi-Fi
and free parking.
www.seashells.com.au

ACCOMMODATION - DINING

HYATT REGENCY PERTH
Tel:
9225 1234
Fax:
9325 8899
Email:
perth.regency@hyatt.com
Website: www.perth.regency.hyatt.com
Promo code: PTNER
Luxury hotel located on the foreshore parklands of
the picturesque Swan River. Featuring 366 spacious
guestrooms and suites, award-winning dining,
dedicated meeting and events spaces, new fitness
centre and an outdoor heated swimming pool to
complete your home away from home experience.

AIR CONDITIONING

FORD & DOONAN
Kyle Doonan
Tel:
9331 8800
Mobile: 0413 957 023
Fax:
9331 6600
Email:
kyle@fordanddoonan.com.au
Web:
www.fordanddoonan.com.au
Residential and Commercial Experts. Established 1985
Perth’s Most Awarded Air Conditioning Company.
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Looking after you through a reliable, enjoyable
process to build your unique project for you, your
family or business.
08 93804662 www.craigsteerearchitects.com.au

BANKING - CORPORATE
BUSINESS AND RETAIL

ST. GEORGE BANK
Brett Douglas
Tel:
0422 841 171
Email:
douglasb@stgeorge.com.au
Proud bankers to Royal Perth Yacht Club. Whatever
business you’re in, whatever finance you need, Brett
is here to provide advice and banking solutions to
help suit your needs. Call Brett today.

BUILDERS

LEVISTA HOMES
John Rocca
Tel:
9209 3636
Fax:
9249 8808
Mobile: 0418 917 099
Email:
johnr@levistahomes.com.au
Website: www.levistahomes.com.au
A Builder you can Trust!
We are a family run business with over 30 years
experience in residential and commercial projects.
John and his son Jason will look after your project
from the beginning to the end until they hand you the
key to your home or investment property. If you are
looking for a hands on builder give John a call today.

BUS SALES

BUS CENTRE WA
BANK - OWNER MANAGED

BOQ SUBIACO
Tania Watton
Tel:
08 9287 9288
Mobile: 0400 267 267
Fax:
08 9287 9299
Email:
tania.watton@boq.com.au
Because BOQ Subiaco is owned and managed by local
businesswoman Tania Watton, if there’s something she
can do to help you with your banking, she will.

BOATING REPAIRERS

BAY MARINE
MAINTENANCE
Jeff Hillbrick

Tel:
9386 7059
Mobile: 0418 926 145
Fax:
9389 8990
Email:
admin@baymarine.net.au
Website: www.baymarine.net.au
Onsite resident shipwright to RPYC. Qualified staff for
all boat repairs and maintenance.

BOATING SALES

MULTIHULL SOLUTIONS
Mark Elkington
Tel:
1300 855 338
A/Hours: 0401 045 228
Mobile: 0401 045 228
Fax:
07 5444 3792
Email:
info@multihullsolutions.com.au
Website: www.multihullsolutions.com.au
Multihull Solutions is Asia Pacific’s leading new and
pre-owned multihull specialist. Representing many of
the world’s leading brands such as Fountaine Pajot,
Fountaine Pajot Motor Yachts, ILIAD Catamarans
and NEEL Trimarans as well as offering Asia Pacific’s
largest range of quality pre-owned multihulls, we are
the first in service and choice. Contact our team today.

Paul McGovern
Tel:
08 9351 2080
Mobile: 0418 927 460
Fax:
08 9351 2011
Email:
pmcgovern@ahg.com.au
Website: www.yutongbuscentre.com.au
Bus Centre WA is Western Australia’s only exclusive
Yutong sales dealership. Yutong is the largest bus
manufacturer in the world, selling over 71,000
units in 2016. We sell four Yutong models which
are available for immediate delivery. The Goanna
(27 Seats), The Blue Tongue (45 Seats), The Brumby
(53 Seats) and our Brumby School Bus (53 Seats).
We also offer hassle free finance to get you on the
road sooner. Give us a call today.

COMMERCIAL VEHICLES

FIAT PROFESSIONAL WELSHPOOL
Paul McGovern
Tel:
08 9351 2020
Mobile: 0418 927 460
Fax:
08 9351 2011
Email:
pmcgovern@ahg.com.au
Website: www.fiatpw.com.au
At Fiat professional we stock the Ducato, Scudo
and Doblo range. We are pretty much your one stop
shop when it comes to Fiat commercial vans. Sales,
Service, Parts and Accessories, Finance and Fleet, all
available at our showroom here in Welshpool.

DENTIST

ROKEBY DENTAL SURGERY &
IMPLANT CENTRE
Justin Float B.D.Sc (WA)
Tel:
(08) 9381 6611
Email:
info@rokebydental.com.au
Website: www.rokebydental.com.au
Providing comprehensive dental services suitable for
the whole family. General Dentistry | Dental Implants
| Children's Dentistry | Cosmetic Dentistry.
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MEMBERS SERVICES DIRECTORY – continued
DENTIST

WEST COAST DENTAL CARE

COOPER & LOURIE FAMILY
OPTOMETRISTS

Paul Gorgolis
Tel:
(08) 9205 1855
Mobile: 0406 766 502
Email:
info@westcoastdentalcare.com.au
We offer a complete range of dental services
from simple fillings, advice on oral hygiene to the
most modern hi-tech procedures in cosmetic and
restorative dentistry.

FREIGHT - NATIONAL/
INTERNATIONAL

WEMBLEY CARGO - AUSTRALIA
Alistair Ritchie
Tel:
9380 6166
Mobile: 041 796 3037
Email:
manager@wembleycargo.com
Website: www.wembleycargo.com
National and International Freight, Customs,
Warehousing, Boat Transport, Container Sales.

GLASS AND GLAZING

Geoff Cooper

BODEKERS FAMILY LAWYERS
& MEDIATORS
Shannon Bodeker
Tel:
9323 7711
Email:
info@bodekers.com.au
Website: bodekers.com.au
Facebook: p.facebook.com/bodekerslawyers/
Highly experienced and personalised service.

LUNCH TIME CAFÉ

HIGH BENCH ESPRESSO
Kingsley Phillips
Tel:
9226 0735
Address: 35 Outram Street
West Perth, WA 6005
Email:
info @highbenchespresso.com.au
Monday - Friday
Di-Bella Coffee, Breakfast & lunch. Try West Perths
Favourite Nasi Goreng. Greek Lamb Souvlaki Friday.

MARINE ELECTRONICS SALES - SERVICE

WALSHS GLASS
Tel:
(08) 9366 6666
Fax:
(08) 9455 2640
Email:
enquiries@walshsglass.com.au
Thinking Glass, Think Walshs! Walshs supply and
install Splashbacks, Frameless Showers, Mirrors/
Robes, Pool Fencing and Balustrades. Walshs also
specialise in Timber Glazing, Double Glazed Units and
Energy Efficient Performance Glass.

Mobile: 0423 148 600
Email:
info@jtmi.services
Website: www.jtmi.services
Professional cloud brokerage and IT services to enable
businesses to develop without the hassle of onpremise IT operation costs. JTMi Services can provide
as little as fixing your computer to setting up the IT and
phones for new/relocated offices, to cloud readiness
packages. JTMi Services can broker the best deal with
cloud providers to meet your business requirements.
Call our IT Consultant today.

LEGAL

LAVAN LEGAL
Dean Hely
Tel:
9288 6760
Mobile: 0412 907 373
Fax:
9288 6001
Email:
dean.hely@lavanlegal.com.au
Lavan Legal is Western Australia’s largest
independent law firm and one of its oldest legal
practices. Lavan Legal values its position as legal
adviser to Royal Perth Yacht Club.

ROYAL PERTH YACHT CLUB NEWSLETTER

Stephen Migro
Tel:
9445 8380
A/H:
0409 290 455
Mobile: 0409 290 455
Fax:
9445 8391
Full range of printing services including Computer to
Plate and Digital Printing

REAL ESTATE, AUCTIONS &
DEVELOPMENTS

PeterTurner

Joan Gebbie

Tel:
9335 2716
Mobile: 0401 039 432
Fax:
9335 2381
Email:
info@maritimeelectronics.com.au
An extensive range of everything electronic for your
boat plus an on-site workshop operated by fully
qualified technicians.

MARINE INSURANCE

Mobile: 0414 666 785
Office:
9386 8255
Email:
joan.gebbie@acton.com.au
Personal and Professional Service in all aspects of
Real Estate

Western Australia’s leading integrated
property group.
Address: 1050 Hay Street, West Perth, WA 6005
Tel:
08 9429 5777
Website: www.blackburne.com.au/
Our powerful combination of property development,
real estate and finance supports our clients at every
step on their property journey.

Tel:
08 9252 1325
Mobile: 0405 144 296
Email:
annie@scruffydogdesigns.com.au
For all your graphic design and advertising needs.

James Morris

PRINTING AND COPYING

OPTIMA PRESS

DALKEITH

Annie Bramley

JTMI SERVICES

Tel:
9386 8581
A/H:
9386 3908
Mobile: 0412 911 729
Fax:
9386 3908
Email:
c.and.l@bigpond.net.au
Providing personalised professional eyecare and
quality eyewear since 1980. We aslo bulk bill where
eligible. All types of contact lenses supplied including
day/night lenses.

MARITIME ELECTRONIC
SERVICES

GRAPHIC DESIGN

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
SERVICES

OPTOMETRIST

LEGAL

State Manager – WA: Carina Campo
Tel:
Mobile:
Fax:
Website:
Email:

+61 8 6462 1884
0401 563 198
+61 8 6462 1892
www.clubmarine.com.au
carina.campo@clubmarine.com.au

MOTOR VEHICLE DEALERSHIP

AUDI CENTRE
PERTH
Peter James
Tel:
9231 5888
Fax:
9231 5811
Email:
sales@audicentreperth.com.au
RPYC members are entitled to special benefits.
Please contact us for more detail.

TO ADVERTISE IN RPYC MEMBERS
SERVICES DIRECTORY
Contact:
Kelly Scott
Marketing Manager
T:
08 9423 5500
E:
marketing@rpyc.com.au

SAILING OUTINGS

SWAN RIVER SAILING
Andy Fethers
Tel:
Mobile:
Fax:
Email:

9386 9488
0404 420 885
9386 9433
andy@swanriversailing.com
georgia@swanriversailing.com
Corporate & leisure sailing on our fleet of Foundation
36 yachts based at Royal Perth yacht Club.

SAILMAKERS

UK SAILMAKERS
Geoff Bishop

Tel:
9336 2161
Mobile: 0417 336 216
Fax:
9336 1678
Email:
uksailmakers@iinet.net.au
Website: www.uksailmakers.com
When design & engineering of a sail goes beyond sheer
numbers & hype. When sailing is your passion. When
sailing is not just an everyday activity, it’s what seduces
your soul… That’s what drives us. If you’re passionate
about your sailing… who makes your sails?
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MEMBERS SERVICES DIRECTORY – continued
SOLAR ENERGY SYSTEMS

ADVANCED ENERGY
Martin Willis
Mobile: 0402 023 023
Email:
martin@castelligroup.com.au
Website: advancedenergy.net.au

STRATEGIC ADVERTISING

WELLBEING

ADVERTISE STRAIGHT TO
YOUR TARGET AUDIENCE

BODYSCAPE

Contact Kelly Scott at RPYC

Website: www.bodyscape.com.au
Email:
hello@bodyscape.com.au
Address: 35 Stirling Highway, Nedlands 6009
Bodyscape is founded on a balanced approach
to yoga and wellbeing. Check out our newly
launched Members Hub, an online platform
delivering premium at-home practices.

Rosanna Susanto

Tel:
9389 1555
Email:
marketing@rpyc.com.au
Website: www.rpyc.com.au
Do it today and reap the rewards from advertising
with Royal Perth Yacht Club’s bi-monthly full colour
magazine In the Wind.

TRAVEL AGENTS

YOUR “TRAVEL PROFESSIONAL”
AER supplies quality commercial solar systems
correctly matched to your actual electricity usage
profile usually combined with competitively priced
Electricity with an excess buyback facility.

STOCKBROKING

Pamela Hughes
(Polythene Pam R737)
Tel:
08 9275 1964
Mobile: 0418 114 379
Email:
pam@ststravel.com.au
All travel needs provided by friendly & personalised
professional service. Over 30 years experience with-in
the travel industry.

ARGONAUT SECURITIES

YACHT RIGGING

Kevin Johnson
Tel:
9224 6880
Mobile: 0412 379 379
Fax:
9224 6899
Email:
kjohnson@argonaut.com
Website: www.argonaut.com
Argonaut is a full service advisory, stockbroking and
research investment house with offices in Perth and
Hong Kong.

TRUCK AND BUS SALES

WA HINO

Paul McGovern

SKYMAZE INDUSTRIES

Tel:
9351 2000
Mobile: 0418 927 460
Fax:
9351 2011
Email:
pmcgovern@ahg.com.au
Website: www.wahino.com.au
Everything Hino – that’s what we do at WA Hino. We
sell new and used Hino trucks and buses, we organise
finance and insurance, we provide expert servicing,
body-building and on-site repairs, and we stock
thousands of genuine Hino parts on our shelves. Plus
we sell used trucks and buses of all other makes and
models – not just Hinos.

Eddie Slobe
Mobile: 0430 442 775
Email:
ed@skymaze.com.au
Website: www.skymaze.com.au
• Commercial Rigging
• Yacht Rigging & Mast Repairs
• Mast Lowering Systems
• Bimini Frames
• Bowrail Repairs
• Onsite Welding Service
INSURANCE QUOTES & REPAIRS

ROYAL PERTH YACHT CLUB

www.rpyc.com.au

ADVERTISING
Editor

Kelly Scott
Marketing Manager
Royal Perth Yacht Club
T:
(08) 9423 5500
E:
marketing@rpyc.com.au
“In the Wind” is published 5 times per year and
provides an excellent medium to promote your
business to 2000 members and community
organisations.
To advertise in “In the Wind” please contact the
Editor at the number above.
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1/8 Page: 87mm wide x 65mm high

$150 incl. GST

1/4 Page: 87mm wide x 130mm high
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$400 incl. GST

Full Page: 210mm wide x 297mm high plus 3mm bleed
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Trusted to protect your
boating lifestyle

Australia’s No. 1 provider of boat
insurance for more than 40 years
Phone: 6462 1888
Email: wa@clubmarine.com.au

clubmarine.com.au

Insurance is issued by Club Marine Limited (Club Marine) ABN 12 007 588 347 AFSL No. 236916 as agent of the insurer Allianz Australia Insurance Limited (Allianz) ABN 115 000 122 850
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53040.
AFSL No.
234708.
Club
Marine
is aNEWSLETTER
related body corporate of Allianz. Before making a decision, please consider the Product Disclaimer Statement (PDS) available by phoning
1300 402

