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Spitsbergen Odyssey 2018
“At special moments when I have time to watch an undisturbed Polar Bear, I am often struck 
by an overwhelming sense that it is simply where it belongs. A wild Polar Bear is the Arctic 
incarnate. The Arctic is not a forsaken wasteland to a Polar Bear; it is home, and a comfortable 
home at that. For thousands of years, the climate, the ice, and the seals upon which it feeds 
have shaped and finely tuned the evolution of this predator so exquisitely that it has become 
not just a symbol but the very embodiment of life in the Arctic.” - Ian Stirling, ‘Polar Bears’

By Ron Meyers
▲

With global warming 
providing a risk to the habitat 
of the Polar Bear, I felt a need 
to observe them in their 
natural state, while I’m still 
around, but more importantly 
before they have to evolve to 
the changing conditions.

On 17th July 2018, I arrived in 
Longyearbyen, Spitsbergen, 
Svarlbard, Norway, at Lat 78 
deg 08’ N, Long 29 deg 45’ E, 
an old coal mining town and 
the most northerly town in 
the world, to begin a much 
anticipated adventure in 
the Arctic. Accompanied 

the Life Boat Drill, protocols 
for Zodiac excursions and 
landings, Polar Bear Safety 
and Environmental briefings.

At anchor at 1855hrs on 18 
July 2018, Lat 79 deg 07’ N, 
Long 11 deg 48’ E, Wind 4 Kns 
SSE, Air temp 8 deg C, Sea 
temp 5 deg C.

After steaming north along 
the west coast of Spitsbergen 
and into Krossfjorden, we 
awoke to an unbelievable 
panorama, just in front of 
the Lilliebrookbreen Glacier. 
Our first Zodiac cruise was 
to the foot of the glacier, 
thunderously calving as we 
observed Kittiwakes feeding on 
sea life disturbed by the layers 
cascading into the water. Other 
appearances of Arctic bird life 
were from an Arctic Tern and 
Black Guillemots, bobbing on 
the surface.

A second Zodiac cruise in the 
afternoon, after sailing south 
in the Krossfjioden, was in 
front of Fjordende Julibreen 
(The 14th July Glacier), taking 
in the metamorphic cliffs 

ribboned with white quartz. 
High on the rock face were 
Puffins, resplendent with their 
fluorescent orange beaks. 
Also on high, were Brunnichs 
Guillemots. Beneath the 
Kittiwake bird cliffs, many 
Reindeer grazed along the 
shore, whilst 2 tussling Arctic 
Foxes, difficult to see in their 
summer coats, played on the 
hillside. We went ashore and 
familiarised ourselves with 
the many wild flowers and the 
Arctic Tundra.

Smeeenburg (‘blubber-town’, 
named as a result of 17th C 

by 50 other like-minded 
expeditioners from Australia, 
New Zealand, Germany, 
Poland, UK and USA, 8 Staff 
from Switzerland, Canada, 
Australia and UK, 4 Catering/
Bar Staff from the Philippines 
and 21 Crew from Russia and 
Ukraine, we sailed out of 
the Isfjorden with its initial 
overwhelming Arctic scenery 
omnipresent, on the ice 
strengthened, Russian ship, 
Polar Pioneer (526t nett, 1753t 
gross) at around 1800hrs. 
Safety briefings were an 
important feature of the early 
part of the voyage, such as 
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whaling) on the northwest tip 
of Spitsbergen was our first 
sighting of a major haul-out of 
Walrus (Odobenus Rosmarin), 
issuing their hot, cloudy 
breaths to the air above them, 
with a further group lazing in 
the water close to shore. The 
900kg (females) to 1500kg 
(males) are impressive marine 
mammals.

A Zodiac landing at 
Virgohamna to witness from 
high ground, a large haul-out 
of Harbour Seals, peacefully 
basking and swimming in an 
idyllic bay. The scene was 

completed by the easing 
into the frame of the intrepid 
group of kayakers from the 
Polar Pioneer.

The historical site of 
Virgohamna was rich in 
evidence of 17th C whaling, 
derelict building footprints, 
graves, equipment remains 
and blubber ovens, where 
Greenland Whales (Right 
Whales) to 100 tonne, each 
yielding about 100 barrels of 
oil, were hunted. The remains 
of human occupation from 
1896 to 1928 eerily manifest, 
where 5 attempts to fly to the 

▲

▲
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▲

▲

Spitsbergen Odyssey 2018 continued

North Pole by the building of 
Airships - stone anchor cairns, 
each side, along the length 
of the huge hanger, with all 
the collapsed timber roof 
structure, remains of ceramic 
pots/pipes which housed 
Hydrogen Sulphide acid and 
drums which contained iron 
filings - all for the manufacture 
of Hydrogen to inflate the 
airships.

Arriving in the afternoon at 
Hamiltonbukta, an impressive 
glacier, a Zodiac cruise took us 
at the foot of moss and lichen 
covered cliffs, bathed in low 
hanging fog, sighting a Great 
Skua, then whilst navigating 
amongst the off-shore islands, 
aggressively we were attacked 
from above by large numbers 
of Arctic Terns, intent on 
protecting their nests.

Our position at 2020 on 19 
July 2018 was Lat 79 deg 54’ 
N, Long 12 deg 10’ E, Course 
69 deg, speed 8.8 Kn, Wind 9 
Kn ENE, Air Temp 6 deg C, Sea 
Temp 5 deg C.

Our position at 1935hrs on 20 
July 2018 was 81 deg 50’ N, 
Long 22 deg 43’ E, course 83 
deg, speed 3.6 Kn, Wind 2 Kn E, 
air temp 3 deg C, sea temp -1 

deg C. Overnight, in thick fog 
sitting just above the ocean, 
we headed north to the rapidly 
receding sea ice. An entirely 
different vista greeted us, as 
we embraced a new Day. As 
the ship’s hull cracked through 
and displaced the pack ice, the 
ecosystem beneath the ice in 
the form of Minnow sized Arctic 
Cod was exposed to knowing 
flights of Kittywakes, Gulls and 
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▲

Spitsbergen Odyssey 2018 continued

Fulmars, taking full advantage 
of the smorgasbord. A solitary 
Pomarine Skua, visiting from 
Siberia made its’ presence felt. 
The odd seal was observed, 
basking on the ice flows - Polar 
Bear food! At this point, no 
Polar Bears had been sighted.

As the fog lifted with bright 
sunlight exaggerating the 
white pack ice and dark blue 
exposed Arctic Ocean, an 
excursion was arranged to 
land on a suitably stable, thick 
ice flow to participate in some 
frivolous antics, including 
star jumps, cartwheels, an 
impromptu yoga session - all 
at just over 81 deg 51’ N!

Two nutty staff plunged off 
the edge of the ice flow, albeit 
clothed in dry suits.

The kayakers experienced 
paddling amongst the ice and 
snorkelers too, boarded an ice 
flow after enjoying the clear 
water at the ice edge and life 
beneath.

After cutting through the 
ice pack further east before 
heading south and back to 
Svalbard, the Polar Pioneer 
reached 82 deg 03.24’ N, a 
snow ball’s throw from the 
North Pole. What a privilege!

Pre-breakfast, we reached 
the 2km x 105m high island of 
Karl XII - oya, (known for the 
infamous crash of the Italian 
Umberto Nobile’s airship 
Italia in 1928, in his quest to 
reach the North Pole). This 
desolate island came alive 
as we approached in the 
Zodiacs. Nesting Kittiwakes 
on an adjacent cliff provided 
a cacophonous fanfare to 
our approach, and there 
before us on the hillside 
were 2 Polar Bears, one 
grazing on Kittywake scraps, 
another content to quietly 
snooze. Circumnavigating 
the island, we observed Eider 
Ducks along the shore and 
Guillemots on the surface of 
the water. Further on, notified 
by the kayakers, a front row 

seat was afforded, of a Polar 
Bear making his way along the 
beach, occasionally stopping 
to munch on seaweed. What 
a treat, to see this carnivore 
(Ursus Maritimus) in the wild 
and at close quarters.

A further anchorage in the 
afternoon, out of the fog, saw 
the Zodiacs navigating the 
lonely outcrops of Foynoya 
and Brochnoya, where we 
encountered large numbers 
of Walrus close to the 
northern shore, curious of our 

presence. Foynoya revealed 
mesmerising patterns of 
crenelated metamorphic 
basement rock. We made a 
landing and stretched our legs 
up the terraced shoreline.

Visibility was good for the 
divers and snorkelers, who 
were able to see Polar Cod, 
Comb Jellies and large 
numbers of Spider Crabs.

The position at 1800hrs on 21 
July 2018 was Lat 80 deg 28’ N, 
26 deg 29’ E, Course 107 deg, 
speed 10.4 Kn, Wind 10Kn SE, 
air temp 4 deg C, sea temp  
2 deg C.

Look out for the second 
instalment of Ron’s epic 
voyage in the next edition of  
In the Wind.  n
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▲

The accommodation is 
available at the Sports Centre 
on the Isla San Giorgio 
Maggiore, directly opposite 
Piazza San Marco and is easily 
accessed by a No.2 Valporetto. 
These run approximately 
every 12 minutes in either 
direction between The Santa 
Lucia railway station if arriving 
by train, or Piazzale Roma, if 
arriving by bus, and Piazza 
San Marco with the first / last 
stop  before / after San Marco 
being the Isla San Giorgio 
Maggiore. 

For accommodation they have 
nine rooms, made up of single, 
double or triple with coffee 
and tea making facilities in 
each room, and very good free 
wi-fi. The rooms are provided 
with large ensuite bathrooms 
and the Club is designed to 
accomodate people with 
disabilities. 

A simple breakfast can 
be arranged consisting of 
brioche, coffee and water 
or orange juice. A more 
comprehensive breakfast 
was posted on a menu, but 
we never did find out if this 
was available. Our double 
room cost us EUR 80.00 per 
night, very good value for 
Venice we thought! 

All of the rooms look 
directly out across the 
water towards The Lido, 
and as we were there 
during the school holidays, 
June, July and August, 
every day the sailing school 
was in operation with 
young people learning the 
finer arts of sailing in RS 
Feva and Optimist class 
dinghies. 

During our recent stay, 
we found the staff to be 
very friendly and helpful 

and very capable with the 
English language. Most of 
our stay we had the place 
to ourselves, as it seems 
not many people are aware 
of the availability of the 
accommodation. As with a 
lot of Clubs, the facility is 
under utilised by members. 

The office was staffed from 
0900 to 1700 each day 
including week-ends and 
after the staff had departed, 
we had the place to 
ourselves most of the time.

We were told that there is 
normally a bar / restaurant 
on the island just behind the 
church, but at the time of our 
visit this was being restored.

The next island on the 
No.2 Valporetto route was 
Giudecca, where we found 

Compagnia Della 
Vela Venezia
Thinking of a holiday in Venice? Need accommodation?  
Why not try Compagnia Della Vela Venezia, one of our reciprocal Yacht Clubs?

By Richard Court

(HTTP://WWW.COMPAGNIADELLAVELA.ORG/)

❚ Compangnia Della Vela Yacht Club ❚ Verandah outside rooms

PART 1
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▲

reasonably priced Aperol 
Spritz aperitifs and evening 
meals in some some very 
nice bars and restaurants 
patronised mostly by locals.

For something a bit more 
special, the Yacht Club has 
a Club House on the edge 
of Piazza San Marco. The 
Club House is often used 
for functions, so booking 
is essential. The night we 
booked, there were a total of 
24 members dining, so quite 
exclusive! The staff here 
were very friendly and the 
food very good. We had a 
three course meal including 
wine for a cost of EUR 75.00 

and could watch the people 
passing along between the 
Club House and the canal.

We purchased a 7 day pass 
for the Valporetto which 
allowed us to hop on and 
off the Valporettos as we 

wished. The 7 day ticket cost 
EUR 60.00 which although 
this seems expensive, and 
we were only there for 4 
days, this was very good 
value as a single trip ticket 
can cost between EUR 5.00 
and EUR 7.50.  n

❚ San Giorgio Maggiore

❚ Moorings ❚ Yacht Club
❚ Above: Yacht Club basin. Below: Commodore’s Room
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June - July sailing adventures with the hoomans I live with. No real plan other than North is 
warmer and no set end destination. So excited for my first big sailing trip on ‘Huckleberry’. ▲

My sailing 
adventures with 
the hoomans

From the desk of Lucky N
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▲

PREPARATION
Huckleberry isn’t very big 
or cruising comfortable, 
so preparation was key. A 
thorough service, new water 
pump, oils and filter. 

Next important issue - how to 
keep my dog or human food 
frozen or cold.  To enable 
the Engel when motoring or 
sailing we set up a stand-alone 
deep cycle battery capability 
supplementing Huckleberry’s 
in-house batteries via an 
Anderson plug connected to 
flexible solar panels.  

For Navigation, the onboard 
Navman, plus Navionics on 
iPad and iPhone. Offline 
Navionics maps downloaded 
plus Dept of Transport 
nautical maps saved as 
standalone documents. This 
allowed GPS positioning 
when not in Wi-Fi range. Maps 
available at: https://www.
transport.wa.gov.au/imarine/
nautical-charts.asp

PACKING FOR ME
I packed:
• Frozen daily portions of 

cryovacted mince 
• Tins of dog food
• Dog biscuits and Oinker 

treats –the best ever  
dog treat.

• Lots of water.

Then there was my outfits:
• Warm coats for cold days, 

rain coats for rainy days and 
cuteness factor coats

• PJ’s for night night time
• My life jacket
• My toys (was only allowed a 

couple of faves), so hard to 
choose. Purplee + Pinky 

• Then there was my bed and 
blankets.

COOKING ON BOARD
Cooking options were; butane 
gas cooker, convection electric 
hotplate or microwave.  When 
sailing, gas is easiest or if calm 
seas the petrol generator ran 
the hotplate or microwave.  

DINGHY OR ZODIAC
A cruising sailor’s dilemma, 
tow a dinghy or take a zodiac. 
Zodiac fits aboard easily, is 
quick to inflate, is simple to 
launch with the outboard 
using winches and halyard. 
Downside, it can be a tight 
squeeze and if it’s choppy, 
trips ashore can double as  
a bath.

▲

The dinghy allows greater 
exploring or day trip options 
when moored. Downside, 
towing can be painful, water 
ingress or the tow rope can 
snap.  Our dinghy has a custom 
cover for sail towing. We chose 
the zodiac for the trip.

NORTH
Options for the trip include 
Marina hopping, fishing  
town’s moorings, (usually ok, 
if not in use) or anchoring. 
Fishing mooring ropes can be 
huge, so best to use rope to 
secure the line to your cleats.  
I helped to do this on the paw-
deck.  

If Marina hopping, Dept 
of Transport provides 
information on regional 
boating accommodation, 
facilities and access maps.  
For Dept of Transport 
operated Marinas the nice 
office people will need:
• Your boat insurance (with 

10m public liability third 
party insurance)

• Onboard gas and electricity 
equipment certified and 
compliant

• For marina electricity use 
of a heavy duty supply lead 
(aka big orange lead).

Dept of Transport Marine 
Facilities Fees and Charges 
2017/18 covers Albany to 
Wyndam. Casual day rate for 
jetty mooring is approx $52.

Finally ready to 
gooooooooo!!!  Delayed, as 
bad weather was brewing. A 
Fremantle Annexe sleep over 
with Uncle Clem was needed. 
He is the nicest and gave me 
good pats. Once the weather 
cleared enough we set sail.  It 
was so exciting with all the 
smells and the sea. Dolphins 
even gave us a special escort 
out of Fremantle.

Jurien Bay was to be the 
first stop as we were keen 
to get into warmer weather 
quickly.  The Fremantle to 
Jurien Bay leg wasn’t all 
smooth sailing and dog treats.  
Making up for less than ideal 
conditions were the whales. 
Mumma whales on the north 
bound highway to have their 
babies in warmth. The girl 
hooman on the graveyard 
helm shift reported the 
surreal experience of being 
surrounded by whales but not 
being able to see them. 

Entering Jurien Bay the water 
was so clear and beautiful, but 
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My sailing adventures with the hoomans …continued
▲

shallow, a go slow and keen 
eye on the depths required.  
Booking ahead with Dept 
of Transport, a jetty berth 
awaited us, with emailed 
instructions on gate lock box 
access and facilities key.  

Just before tying up, we 
were hailed by a power boat 
shouting hello to Huckleberry.  
It was our friend Kevin 

Ferguson from Royal Perth. 
Funny old small world. The 
marina is about a 10-15 
minute walk to the town 
centre or $15 for the bus.

After a few days chilling our 
next overnight stop was a 
mooring in Leeman. It was 
a rocky rolly night, as the 
mooring didn’t offer good 
wind or swell shelter. On to 

Port Gregory and another 
mooring. Zodiac launched 
to head ashore for supplies. 
Great fun was had running 
like a mad whippett up and 
down the beach, even found 
a big turtle to run around and 
around. I was super-fast.  

Our next stop, determined by 
approaching bad weather was 
to be Geraldton. The marina 

is well located, easy walking 
distance to a shopping centre 
and restaurants to stock up on 
dog treats.

The Hoomans visited 
Geraldton Yacht Club. In 
1978 the boy Hooman left 
from Geraldton Yacht Club 
flying the Club burgee on a 
Vanderstadt with Noel Drage, 
for a three year sail around the 

▲
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My sailing adventures with the hoomans …continued

▲

world. The burgee still holds 
pride of place on the Club 
wall.  Noel and my Hooman 
reminisced on a bygone era 
of sailing, their adventures, 
highlights such as being one 
of the first yachts down the 
reopened Suez Canal and a 
few pickles they got into. Too 
many stories for this article. 

Next, a course for Shark Bay, 
with an oopsie on the way.  
My bestie, Purplee, a hand 
sized puppet was tied to the 
deck and I accidently chewed 
through his lifeline and 
overboard he fell. Sails down, 
about turn, luckily the girl 
hooman had a net to rescue 
him. The boy hooman wasn’t 
looking forward to calling Sea 
Rescue to ask them to look 
out for my bestie.  

A spot of fishing on route 
provided a few bald chin 
groper. We even had 
dolphins playing with me 
and Huckleberry for about an 
hour. I desperately wanted 
to join them in the water, but 

my tether kept me onboard. 
The scenery, cliffs and views 
from the water were amazing.  
That night we anchored in the 
shelter of Steep Point. It was 
time to catch some bait fish, to 
use for big pink snapper.  The 
best bit was licking every fish 
landed to help release them.

Next day, we sailed to Nanga, 
an area of Shark Bay. Using the 
Navionics tide indicator helped 
identify the best times to 
transverse banks and shallow 
areas. On a lure we snared a 
couple of Lizard fish and I was 
not happy. Horrible, awful 
creatures that needed a good 
barking at and maybe a howl.

The boy hooman has fished 
Nanga forever and helps the 
Fisheries Department manage 
and protect snapper fish 
stocks. He knows every fish in 
the water. We caught big pink 
snapper, bigger than me. I 
didn’t bark at them.

With a full moon the sailing 
was magical and the weather 

amazing. Next, Denham, 
on a mooring provided 
by the Shark Bay Tourist 
Association for a $20 per day 
donation. I loved cruising to 
shore in the zodiac, lots of 
people waved to me from 
boats, jetties or the shore 
and took my photo. They 
mustn’t see many dogs 
cruising into shore, leaning 
on the front of the zodiac. 
Fancy that!

After enjoying some nice 
warm sunshine, and of 
course, lunch at the pub, 
we headed back to Steep 
Point on anchor.  Hoomans 
were thinking either go 
further North or head home. 
Huckleberry made the 
decision, during the night 
when he snapped his new 
14mm anchor rope. It made 
a very loud noise and woke 
us. Although we had another 
2 anchors on board the 
hoomans decided to head 
south. Another storm was 
blowing in, so we checked 

into Geraldton again. There 
were many yachts waiting for 
better weather windows and 
new friends were made. Even 
a cute little Kelpie girl on a 
power boat.

The girl hooman had Pink 
concert tickets that we were 
loosely planning to be home 
to attend. She hatched a 
plan to fly home, attend the 
concert and head back to 
complete the trip. However, 
the boy hooman decided to 
hop back to Jurien Bay to 
meet the girl closer to home.  
The conditions weren’t the 
best on approaching Jurien, 
so the decision to keep going 
south was made. We then 
just kept going - yep, single 
handed + dog, Geraldton to 
Hillarys nonstop.

During our trip, I turned 6 
months and am a big boy 
now!! Can’t wait for next year 
and maybe a longer Kimberly 
adventure. I passed with 
barking colours and am now 
a salty sea dog.  n
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I’ve had more than my fair 
share of luck in this race. 
The previous eight times I’ve 
done it I’ve always finished 
with a top three place in 
class, and it has been in a 
very eclectic selection of 
boats, including IMOCA 60s, 
old gaffers and Swans.

The conundrum when you 
have eight podium finishes 
on the trot is, do you go 
on chasing those results, 
or step gracefully off the 
pedestal. 

For me the solution to this 
enviable problem started 

More adventures  
of a Laser sailor
I have written about England’s 
Round the Island Race (around the 
Isle of Wight) in these pages before, 
and it remains one of my favourite 
races. It is such a multi-faceted race, 
with strong currents, quirky tides, 
England’s unpredictable weather 
and up to a thousand entries to 
contend with.

By John Roberson

to solve itself in the bar of 
the Royal Ocean Racing Club 
in Cowes, the night before 
last year’s Fastnet race. I 
got chatting to an amiable 
bloke who was about to go 
“around the rock” for the 
first time.

He has a comfortable 45 
footer, and was doing the 
race with a bunch of mates, 
and they planned to do it 
in style, with gin and tonics 
each evening and a cooked 
dinner. We had a few laughs 
and more than a few drinks, 
then I wished them well in 
the race.

I followed their progress on 
the tracker, and they valiantly 
defended last place most of 
the way around the course, 
only allowing themselves 
to be overtaken briefly on a 
couple of occasions. I spoke to 
my new mate Stuart after they 
finished and congratulated 
them of completing the 
course. 

They had really enjoyed 
themselves, and were thrilled 
to have achieved what many 
sailors only dream of. We 
agreed to meet a few weeks 
later at the Southampton Boat 
Show and have a few beers.

Stuart told me the next race he 
wanted to do was the Round 
the Island Race. After a few 
more beers I agreed to join his 
crew, they sounded like a fun 
bunch, and there would be no 
pressure to perform. It was a 
great decision.

We assembled in Cowes on 
a Friday afternoon in early 
July, and I was introduced 
to a very comfortable boat, 
and some lovely people. It 
was very much a family affair, 
including Stuart’s wife and his 
son, another married couple, 
plus a few more friends. My 

▲
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contribution to the weekend’s 
provisions was a case of 
Leeuwin Estate Cabernet 
Sauvignon.

The race would turn out to 
be one of the slowest on 
record, with winds that barely 
nudged 8 knots between 
complete park ups. I quietly 
congratulated myself on 
choosing a well stocked and 
luxurious boat for what would 
be a fourteen hour trip around 
the island.

We cooked a huge breakfast 
on the first leg from Cowes 

to the Needles at the western 
end of the island. At spot 
on midday the first chilled 
bottle of sauvignon blanc was 
opened, then a sumptuous 
lunch was served. I took a 
siesta after lunch. 

I needed a rest because my 
big toe was getting tired from 
pressing the button for the 
electric winch! Thanks to 
the very light conditions the 
cockpit cushions were on deck 
throughout the race. I think 
the most energetic activity of 
the day was applying the sun 
screen!

At 6:30pm we had to phone 
the restaurant we’d booked 
for an evening meal to say 
we’d be late. They said “don’t 
worry, everyone is late, we’ll 
fit you in when you arrive.” 
By this time the red wine was 
open and the nibbles were 
being served, just as well it 
wasn’t windy, we didn’t want 
to spill any wine.

Our final result was 68th out 
of 100 in our class, Stuart 
and his mates were thrilled, 
they’d never done so well in a 
race. I’d had a ball and made 
a load of new friends, and 

I’ve been invited to sail with 
them again.

Now it’s time to get the 
body back in shape, the 
Laser Masters’ Worlds are 
coming up in Dublin (well 
it’s actually near Dublin, but 
the place has an unspellable 
and unpronounceable 
name) at the beginning of 
September. Then it’s on to 
Fiji for the Masters’ Oceania 
Championships, followed by 
a few days with friends on 
their boat in Noumea, and 
home to Freo by the end of 
October.  n

▲
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Unfortunately it was a classic 
situation of hurry up and wait. 
The wind was taking its time 
filling in over the race course 
and the cloud cover wasn’t 
doing the race committee 
any favours. After 3 hours of 
waiting around the decision 
was made to get on the water, 
the breeze was fickle but there 
was enough to get racing 
underway. Our game plan was 
to sail clean, not get caught 
in the bunch on the start and 
sail our own race, trying not to 
get caught up with whatever 
the other boats were doing. 
This plan worked finishing 
the day with a 2nd and a 4th. 
With the team sitting in 4th 
(tied for 2nd) we were in a 
prime position to solidify our 

position on day 2. 

Day 2 brought a much 
more promising 

forecast than the 
previous day, 

however started 
the same with a 

bit of waiting 
around for 

Gertrude Cup
Day 1 of the Gertrude Cup in Cowes, Isle of Wight had arrived with all the teams on the dock 
getting their boats ready.

By Patrick Vos

the wind. Once we made it out 
to the course, the wind was 
perfect with a 10- 15 knot sea 
breeze. The team managed to 
comfortably win the first race 
after nailing the start and some 
rapid boat speed downwind. 
As the wind steadily increased 
we started to struggle with 
boat speed a little bit and were 
having to fight hard for every 
position. At the end of the day 
the team was sitting in 5th 
overall but very close to being 
able to overtake and jump right 
back up onto the podium. 

Day 3 came round bearing a 
solid forecast that the boys 
were getting pumped about. 
The course was set, the wind 
was in and before we knew 
the first race was underway. 
After a solid start the team was 
rounding the top mark in about 
4th or 5th when disaster struck. 
The chasing boats were close 
and absolutely nailed their kite 
set, which sent them rocketing 
straight into the stern of our 
boat causing major damage 
which saw us retiring from 

racing for the entire day. Once 
back on shore both parties 
and the jury discussed the 
incident and all agreed that 
there was no malice involved 
in the incident and that we 
were entitled to redress for all 
races that day. With average 
points of 5.5 for each race we 
dropped down on the leader 
board to 8th. 

Day 4 arrived and the forecast 
was just getting stronger and 
stronger as the regatta went 
on. With winds around and 
sometimes above 20knots 
they were not favorable for 
the team who were slightly 

underweight compared 
to the others. Even so 

we went out and hiked 
hard, picked some 

perfect shifts and 
absolutely sent it 

downwind, picking 
up a 6th, 4th, and 

a 3rd. The boys 
were feeling 

stoked about 
the racing 

and were just wanting more and 
more. Unfortunately three races 
were all it was meant to be for 
the last day. 

The overall results were finalized 
and the team representing 
Royal Perth Yacht Club and Bill 
Steele had finished up 6th (tied 
with 5th). We were a little bit 
disappointed we didn’t finish 
on the podium but with only 10 
points between 1st and 6th we 
were happy to be close. Again 
we want to thank Royal Perth 
Yacht Club for the opportunity 
to represent them at the 
Gertrude Cup. Also a 
massive thank you to Bill 
Steele without whom there 
would have been no West 
Australian team represented 
at the event. Talking with all 
the competitors the future 
is looking promising with 
everyone getting excited 
not only about the World 
Championships coming up 
in Brisbane but also the 2020 
World Championships in 
Fremantle.  n
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GDYNIA, POLAND - 1 JULY TO 8 JULY 2018

Throughout the regatta 
we got quite a spread of 
conditions, both wind 
strength to wave conditions. 
The first day of the event 
was a 12 knot cloud affected 
offshore breeze. I managed 
to really understand the 
conditions and with this 
accompanied by 2 ripper 
starts. I managed to sail 
really well collecting a 2nd 
and 3rd which left me in 3rd 
on count back after day 1. 

Laser Under 21  
World Championship

The Laser Under 21 World Championships this year were held in Gdynia, Poland. This was 
my first real big regatta in the Laser Standard which brought new challenges sailing against 
some of the best youth sailors from around the world over the last few years, with many of 
them being members of their national squads. This regatta had some of the trickiest sailing 
conditions which often saw some of the best sailors deep in the pack.

By Ethan McAullay

Unfortunately day 2 didn’t go 
as well, I had good starts but 
the conditions got the better 
of me which left me not being 
able make decisions on my 
own accord and surrounded 
by a lot of yelling. I sailed 
hard to recover from my bad 
decisions and fought my way 
up to score a 27th and 20th. 

Day 3 brought similar 
conditions to day 2 with a 
real tricky offshore Westerly, 

fortunately I had really good 
starts and made a few better 
decisions scoring a 10th and 
a 11th. That left me in 9th 
place at the half way point of 
the event. This meant I was 
easily in gold fleet which was 
pleasing and with a new focus 
of scoring consistently in the 
extremely unpredictable wind.

Day 4 continued to bring some 
of the most challenging wind 
conditions I have ever sailed 

in and now I was racing the 
69 best sailors in the gold 
fleet. The day just wasn’t for 
me, I struggled in both races 
unfortunately scoring a 29th 
and a 60th. 

Day 5 was welcomed with a 
change in wind to a steadier 
onshore breeze. The wind 
slowly built through the day 
to around 18 knots for the last 
race of the day. Unfortunately 
I never capitalised on my 

▲
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favourite wind, with two 
average starts placing 13th 
and 20th. 

Day 6 started off in the North 
with a light 5-8 knot breeze. 
In the first race of the day 
I sailed reasonably well in 
about 5th after the first lap 
but after a few mistakes I 

fell back to 19th. In the last 
race of the event I had a bad 
start and never recovered 
scoring a 55th. It was quite 
disappointing to finish off 
the regatta with one of my 
worst results. But as I said 
this was a tough venue, 
where no one dominated 
and everyone had bad days.

Before the regatta I went 
in with the goal of top 25, I 
ended up 16th overall out 
of 140 boats and 3rd under 
19 (and trying to be really 
positive, the top 17 year 
old!). I would say that I’m 
a little frustrated to know 
that I was so close to the 
top 10 all week, while still 

satisfied and proud of my 
result. This event has  
brought a great increase in 
confidence and reinforced  
my ability to be a contender 
for this regatta in the next  
few years.

I would like to thank RPYC for 
their continuing support.  n

▲
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GDYNIA, POLAND - 9 JULY TO 17 JULY 2018

2018 Laser 4.7 Youth 
World Championships

I arrived in Gdynia a couple weeks early due to my brother 
Ethan sailing at the Laser Under 21 World Championships. 
This really helped because it allowed me to suss out the 
location and conditions, as well as get some helpful tips from 
Ethan and Caelin (another WA sailor at the U21’s). I met the 
rest of my Australian team towards the end of Ethan’s regatta 
and we had a few days to train before the regatta started.

By Lawson McAullay
▲
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The 4.7 Youth Worlds is 
a very large regatta with 
280 boys and 150 girls. For 
the boys, we were split in 
four fleets of 70 boats. The 
first half of the regatta is 
the qualifying period and 
these groups are changed 
each day. After the third 
day we are allocated into 
the top 70 (Gold Fleet), 
next 70 (Silver Fleet), etc. 
As this was my first world 
championship, my goal 
was to qualify for Gold 
fleet.

The regatta started on the 
9th of July but my fleet 
was not able to get a race 
in because of the really 
light conditions. 

Day 2 of the regatta the 
wind was 7-12 knots 
and we were able to get 
three races done. The 
first race I won and this 
got my regatta off to a 
great start. I then came 
20th in race two and 
unfortunately 53rd in 
race three. Even though 
my excitement was a bit 
short lived it’s nice to 
say I have won a race at 
a world championship! 
On the third day the wind 
was similar and I was able 
to get two top 20 results. 
This meant I had qualified 
as one of three Australians 
(all from WA) for Gold 
fleet.

I started the finals 
in 43rd position and 
unfortunately the second 
half of this regatta didn't 
go quite as well and I 
dropped back and ended 
up placing 53rd overall. 
The second half of the 
regatta was a little windier 
and didn’t suit me as 
much. I’m 14 and still a 
little light and need to eat 
a bit more.

Overall I was proud of my 
performance, winning a 
race and making it to gold 
fleet all in my first world 
championship in the Laser 
4.7.  A big thanks to the 
Club for their support and 
to our Club coach Hamish 
Wiltshire.  n

▲
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Japan International Friends hip Regatta
This year I was fortunate enough to be selected as the Laser 4.7 sailor in the RPYC Dinghy Division 
team that competes in Japan each year as part of our exchange with the Japan Junior Yacht Union.

By William and Meg McAullay

On the 26th of July I left Perth 
airport along with the rest 
of my family and headed for 
Beppu, Japan, to compete 
in the All Japan Junior Yacht 
Club Union International 
Friendship Regatta. When 
we first arrived in Japan we 
spent some time sightseeing 
in Takamatsu with friends who 
had come over to our Mini 
Series regatta, then on the 2nd 
of August we jumped on the 

Shinkansen Bullet Train and 
headed to Beppu located in 
the Oita prefecture.

After three hours on the train 
we arrived at Beppu station 
and lugged all our bags and 
the sail tube to the hotel. 
After dropping off our gear 
we headed for a look around 
the Beppu Junior Yacht Club, 
where we would be sailing on 
the Inland Sea. It was quite 

handy having the hotel right 
next to the club. The next day 
we got our charter boats and 
went out training, we quickly 
realised that Beppu did not 
receive much wind and it was 
also very choppy, meaning 
it was going to be a very 
challenging regatta where 
boat speed and momentum 
were key, the slippery 
concrete launching ramp was 
also a challenge in itself. 

The opening ceremony 
followed in the evening, 
where we also met our 
homestay host families. The 
opening ceremony was very 
traditional. We saw them 
cut up a whole tuna which 
we then ate as sashimi. We 
had Nagashi Somen (soba 
noodles sent down a bamboo 
tube with water) and saw 
some traditional Japanese 
drumming. We also exchanged 
gifts with the host club. 

The first day of the regatta 
started slowly with only 2 
races being completed in the 
morning session. I managed to 
place 2nd in all the races that 
morning, chasing the tail of 
the Hong Kong sailor in both. If 
I had fought a bit harder to win 
the boat end and be the first 
to push right, I may have been 
able to come away with a win.

In the afternoon session 
there was less wind than the 
morning and the chop had 
been kicked up by the slight 

▲
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Japan International Friends hip Regatta
breeze from the morning 
making the conditions very 
tricky to sail in. When we 
finally started a race, I had 
a brilliant start and first 
upwind. I was 50 meters away 
from rounding the top mark 
in 1st place before the race 
was timed out and we were 
sent back in. Safe to say I 
wasn’t very happy about this. 
Although I was very grateful 
for all the light wind training I 
had been doing prior to going 
away, it was clearly paying off. 

That night I had shabu shabu 
for dinner with my host family 
(like a Japanese style fondue). 
It was one of the best meals I 
ate there. 

The next day started very 
slowly, after rigging the boats 
and getting ready to go out we 
were told to wait onshore as 
there was not enough wind. 
After waiting for a few hours 
we were given the all clear 
and we headed out to the 
race course. Today there was 
slightly more wind which we 
were all grateful for. I ended 
up finishing 4th in the race 
that we completed as I got 

▲

▲
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Japan International Friendship Regatta continued

rolled off the start and I was 
unable to push far enough left, 
getting stuck in the middle 
and having to play a catch up 
game for the rest of the race. 

That afternoon the closing 
ceremony and results were 
held. I ended up with some 
silverware finishing 2nd 
overall, which I am very happy 
with. That night we headed 
over to the Korean Barbecue 
restaurant next to our hotel 
and had dinner with the Kiwi 
and Hong Kong teams before 
we all went our separate ways. 
It was great fun socialising 
and getting to know other 
sailors from around the world. 
I would like to thank my 
coaches, Royal Perth Yacht 
Club and most importantly 
my parents for giving me the 
opportunity to attend and 
perform as well as I did at this 
regatta. 

William

On the 3rd, 4th and 5th of August, I was given the 
opportunity to compete in the International Friendship 
Regatta, held at Beppu Junior Yacht Club, Japan. Beppu is 
in the southern end of Japan and is known for its amazing 
onsen hot springs. Going to Japan and competing against 
international sailors was both challenging and a lot of fun!

and safety briefing, we gave 
out gifts before dinner. Then, 
we got to watch a chef cut 
up a 40 kg tuna fish. While 
this happened, a long stick 
of bamboo was mounted on 
crates, with water and soba 
noodles running down it, 
which we had to catch them 
and eat. We met our homestay 
families, and went to their 
house. Doing homestay 
was an amazing and very 
interesting thing to do. It was 
very cool to live in a foreign 
culture for 2 nights.

The next day, we got to the 
Yacht Club early and rigged. 
Luckily, there was enough 
wind for a couple of races. The 

light, shifty conditions were 
tricky to sail in. In the first 
race, I had a bad start and first 
beat. I made up some ground 
on the downwind and picked 
the shift on the upwind, 
finishing 26th. The next race, 
I sailed in clear air, rounding 
the top mark mid fleet. I 
maintained my position, 
finishing 17th. After lunch, the 
wind had died completely. We 
started a third race and I was 
doing well, but the fleet timed 
out rounding the top mark. 
Overall, I was placed 22nd 
after the first day.

On Sunday, we had until 12:00 
to start a race. We waited 
for the wind, waiting for the 
committee to say we weren’t 
going out, until finally, at 
11:30, the AP went down and 
we launched. We had the most 
wind for the whole weekend, 
with 7 – 10 knots. We only 
had time for one race before 
the closing ceremony, which 
was my best for the regatta. 
I had a clear start and first 
beat, rounding the top mark 
8th, but unfortunately I lost a 
few boats on the downwind, 
finishing 16th. 

The closing ceremony 
saw Australia placing 3rd 
international team. Overall, I 
came 19th, which I am proud 
of. My results improved with 
every race and I learnt a lot 
from this regatta.

Meg

▲

We arrived in Beppu on 
Thursday, 2nd of August. 
When we got to the Yacht Club 
on Friday, we met the other 
international sailors from 
New Zealand, Hong Kong and 
South Korea. Then, we were 
allocated boats to use for the 
weekend. After all the boats 
were rigged, we went out for 
some training and a practice 
race. The bay was protected 
by mountains, which were 
pretty, but blocked the wind, 
leaving us with about 2 – 3 
knots to sail in. These hot, 
light wind conditions meant 
we didn’t get to finish a race 
before the opening ceremony. 
After a Japanese ceremony 
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FRANCE VS AUSTRALIA WINE DINNER
Japan International Friendship Regatta continued



IN THE WIND 10 : 201824

COMMODORE’S MESSAGE

❚ Mark Hansen 
Commodore

We will, as usual, open our 
Summer Season on the 
second Saturday in October, 
being 13 October. This year 
there has been a lot of thought 
into how we could improve 
our day to make it more 
family friendly, and keep the 
“opening” atmosphere going 
throughout the afternoon 
and into the evening. I will be 
very keen to hear what the 
response from the members 
is afterwards. Look for all 
the details in the rest of the 
magazine, but note the start 
times of the proceedings and 
the racing. I am very excited 
about the plans, and everyone 
needs to keep everything 
crossed to make sure we get 
good weather!

The Power Boat time triallers 
have been doing a magnificent 
job in organising not only the 
usual participation, but the 
reintroduction of running 
the Seafarer Trophy. There is 
a “Power” report which will 
have a lot more information in 
it, but I must first congratulate 
the Power Committee who 
have been putting in a 
tremendous amount of work 
to ensure the event should 
go without a hitch. Secondly, 
congratulations must go to 

all the other Time Triallers 
who frankly have come 
together to show what a 
fun and social time they 
have. But the other big 
congratulations/thanks 
must go to all the other 
members who have put 
their hands up to help 
out when called upon to 
provide the manpower for 
checkpoints. We have such 
great comradery between 
our various sections that 
I do not wish to even call 
them that - everyone is a 
member of our Fabulous 
Club.

I reported at the AGM 
that our building 
redevelopment is 
progressing, albeit slowly. 
Unfortunately, there are 
some matters over which 
we have no control, but do 
be assured that it is still a 
very high priority. I hope 
that in one of these editions 
soon I will be able to report 
that we have finally started.

I will let you get into 
reading all the news of 
what is happening around 
the rest of the Club!

Fair winds.  n

We are shortly about to open 
another Summer Season. The 
Winter Season has come and 
gone in what seems like a flash. 
Time flies when you are having 
fun, and I think there has been 
a lot of fun happening around 
the Club. Our Wednesday 
Winter series took a bit of a 
battering with some days of 
insufficient wind, followed by 
a number of days when I think 

we were all thankful not to be 
out there. Remember, however 
much you think that the Club 
should be running a race on 
very windy days, we have a 
duty of care to our support 
personnel as well as being 
mindful of our sailors.

This edition has proved to 
be a bumper edition! I am 
sure you will enjoy the usual 
reports from the Committee 
members, but it is very 
encouraging to see all the 
fleet reports flooding in to 
keep members informed. Of 
course that is also added to by 
the various exploits that our 
members get up to that they 
kindly share with us all.

It was RPYC’s turn to host 
the Offshore Prize night this 
year in June. It was a very 
well attended event and 
congratulations to Ian Ball and 
Hilary Arthure for organising 
such a fabulous event.

MEMBERSHIP
Karen Koedyk, Membership Chair

Welcome to our new Members – October 2018
The Commodore, Flag Officers and members of General 
Committee welcome the following new Members to Royal 
Perth Yacht Club:

Mr Paul Gorgolis, Mr Gavin & Mrs Michelle Rutherford, 
Master Thomas Ellis, Master Thomas Ostergaard, Miss Eve 
Pedersen, Mr R Lee, Dr J Lukeman, Mr R Mellor, Mr Robin & 
Mrs Diane Parsons, Master Iggy Bulnes, Ms Linley Plowman, 
Mr Laurent Tutenuit, Mr Kieran Lee, and Mrs Trish Ford.

Royal Perth Yacht Club in conjunction with Royal Freshwater Bay Yacht 
Club, are pleased to invite you to a Private Viewing of this historic 
exhibition by Tony Hewitt and Denis Glennon AO. With wines care 
of Voyager Estate, join us to mark the completion of a remarkable 

Australian adventure, this collection is the first of its kind – exhibited 
on a scale never before attempted.

THURSDAY 4TH OCTOBER
Central Park | 152-158 St Georges Terrace, Perth WA 6000

Arrival: 6pm for 6:30pm start
Parking is available underneath Central Park for $6.50 for the evening 

through Bookabay.com.au

RSVP: Please call Tracy on 9389 1555 or email reception@rpyc.com.au  
by Thursday 27 September.

You’re invited to a Private Viewing of 

GIRT BY SEA
Australia as never seen before
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GENERAL 
WASTE

BREADSMEAT FRUIT & VEGPACKAGING STYROFOAM

JOIN US AND DO YOUR PART TO PROTECT OUR ENVIRONMENT

RECYCLING
CANS  
& TINS

PAPER CARDBOARDGLASS &  
PLASTIC

COFFEE  
CUPS

JOIN US AND DO YOUR PART TO PROTECT OUR ENVIRONMENT

JOIN US AND HELP
PROTECT THE
ENVIRONMENT

WE NEED YOUR HELP TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE!
Do your part in protecting our environment.

As part of the Club’s environmental initiatives, recycling 
bins have now been introduced around the site.

To make it easier to get involved, we’ve placed stickers on all bins to let you 
know what can be placed inside:

GENERAL  
WASTE

Look out for the bins  
with the red lids

RECYCLING 
Look out for the bins  
with the yellow lids
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VICE COMMODORE’S MESSAGE

❚ Greg O’Neill 
Vice Commodore

week as well as adding in 
the occasional extra night, 
reviewing and simplifying the 
food offerings, creating a more 
friendly atmosphere before 
and after the twilight sail and 
developing a way to link those 
who want to sail with skippers 
happy to share their boat. 
“Tinder for Twilights” has 
been suggested. There are a 
range of other enhancements 
that will be included as well.

Wednesday sailing has 
been challenging with three 
cancellations due to high 
winds, one abandonment due 
to no wind and several light 
wind days. Even so, numbers 
have been consistently high 
and the atmosphere in the 
wardroom on Wednesday 
evening has been great. The 
Frostbite series has been well 
supported and enjoyable 
racing has been the order 
of the day. The Club has 
been well represented in the 
offshore series this winter with 
Club members enjoying some 
excellent results. 

Even power time trialling 
has been affected by the 
inclement weather with 
one of the State Heats being 
cancelled late in the morning 
due to storms. The usual 
gathering of Time Triallers in 
the wardroom for lunch prior 
to heading out to compete 
continued as planned with 
nearly 40 people enjoying a 
very social afternoon. The 

Fellow Members,

It hardly seems possible that 
a year has passed since I 
wrote my first article as Vice 
Commodore. There has been 
a whirlwind of activity through 
this time with a range of new 
initiatives being progressively 
worked on as outlined at 
the recent Annual General 
Meeting. Our task now is to 
complete the implementation 
of these initiatives whilst 
working on the development 
of the next group. I strongly 
believe that we need to target 
a small number of initiatives 
and do them well, rather than 
spreading our resources too 
broadly.  

We have some exciting 
plans for the coming 
summer season with closer 
engagement of off-water 
activities and sailing, creating 
a more social style at the Club 

to encourage family members 
and friends to join us on 
Saturdays. We will be running 
organised social events with 
Saturday sailing once a month 
through the season. More 
detail will be released on 
these events closer to Opening 
Day. Captain Sail is also 
organising jib and main racing 
this summer season, initially 
once a month. Expect to 
receive an invitation from her 
if you haven’t been regularly 
sailing on Saturdays. 

Speaking of Opening Day, 
this year we will be having a 
more inclusive party style day 
with the aim of encouraging 
families and non-sailing 
members to come down 
and enjoy the day. There 
will be activities on the lawn 
whilst sailing is underway 
to keep families and friends 
entertained. 

We recently held a review of 
our social sailing activities 
with a particular focus on 
Twilights. Approximately 50 
members attended and a long 
list of comments, ideas and 
suggestions was developed 
in a workshop setting. We 
have refined these into 
common themes and will 
be implementing some of 
these for this twilight season. 
Whilst yet to be finalised, 
these could include starting 
twilights from the start of 
the summer season, staying 
with the same night every 

cancelled State Heat has been 
rescheduled for the morning 
after the Combined Mess Night 
which will be very interesting, 
to say the least. Preparation for 
the Seafarer Marathon trophy 
is well underway with very 
strong volunteer support for 
check point boat duty from the 
sailing fraternity, well done!

The number of Club members 
participating overseas through 
the winter has been amazing. 
I’m sure that more details will 
be provided in other articles. 
Dinghy Division has been well 
represented in a number of 
Regattas around the world. 
Matt Wearn has continued 
his strong performances with 
2nd place in the Laser World 
Championships in Denmark 
recently. Kylie Forth will be in 
Scotland for the World Blind 
Sailing Championships in late 
August and Harmon McAullay 
will be participating in the Finn 
Silver Cup in Slovenia. 

With Opening Day just around 
the corner, it is time to get 
boats ready for the season. 
Hard stand bookings will 
be harder to secure as we 
get closer to the start of the 
season. I suggest you start 
early so you can be competing 
strongly from the very first 
Saturday. 

I look forward to seeing you all 
on Opening Day, if not before.

Fair winds  n
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REAR COMMODORE’S MESSAGE

Once again, we find 
ourselves right back at the 
start of the sailing season. 
It has been a busy winter 
period for the Standing 
Committee around the Club 
with a few changes ahead 
starting with an exciting 
‘Opening Day’, a new twilight 
format, the modified 
summer sailing season and 
some work we have been 
doing on House Committee. 
Now where to start…..?

I will start with the weather. 
Whilst there is a drought on 
in the east we have been 
getting a drenching here in 
the west. I am hopeful that 
after a few cancelled races 
during winter, we will have 
a regular sailing season 
this summer (not like the 
last one). This would mean 
better twilight cruising 
and will allow our Sunday 
afternoon activities to occur 
this year. We were so excited 
about them last year only 
to have one washed out 
and then washed out the 
next! It was a fine day for 
Jon Sanders’ homecoming 
thankfully. 

The snack menu has 
arrived!! The Team in the 
Wardroom now offer snacks 
beyond the lunch service 
cut-off time of 3pm. Snack 
menu items are available 
from 3pm to late everyday 
except Tuesday Night Dining 
and Wardroom Grill. So if 
you want to bring some 
friends down to the Club on 
nice summer afternoons, you 

❚	 Shawn	Offer 
Rear Commodore

can expect more than the 
view, drinks, cheese and 
a pie, chips or sandwich. 
The appetising snacks 
will certainly appease the 
rumbling stomachs once 
the drinks are flowing! 

Even better than the above 
news is the arrival of some 
lounge furniture for the 
downstairs area! The GM 
has been busy during 
winter purchasing some 
umbrellas to keep the sun 
off and some furniture for 
us to lounge on. This is 
especially great news for 
the parents of the juniors 
in the Dinghy Division 
and the social and crew 
members of the Club who 
do not necessarily have a 
boat to kick up their heels 
on.  This is all in an effort 
to get us ready for life at 
sea level, - that is, after 
the refurbishment to the 
Clubhouse which is due 
to start in the early part of 
next year. The GM has an 
update for you in his report 
overleaf. 

As well as the snack menu, 
and furniture, this summer 
the Club is also offering 
catering options for boat 
owners. The GM and House 
team have been working 
hard to develop the items 
and we hope there will 
be some uptake on this 
initiative. Look online 
for the order forms and 
be mindful to follow the 
instructions carefully. 

What the General 
Committee and the House 
Committee are especially 
hoping to see this year is 
a more social Club. We are 
trying hard to come up with 
ideas to get more social 
with each other around the 
Club. There has been talk 
of playful ‘Jetty Wars’ so 
we all get to know our pen 
neighbours as well as social 
games at Twilight Cruising 
evenings. We are also 
gathering ideas to more 
generally increase member 
participation at the events 

around the Club. If you have 
any ideas to share please 
email the Club or any of the 
General Committee team. 
Gary Gliddon on House 
Committee had a great idea 
to load the boats up, cruise 
over to Elizabeth Quay, 
and do a Fromage Tour or 
Scotch Tour around the 
small bars in the CBD! 

The House Support Scheme 
(HSS) next clicks over at 
the end of November. If 
you are yet to use your HSS 
consider coming down for 
an event such as Opening 
Day, Oktoberfest Buffet, 
The Governor’s Cup Social 
Event on the Lawn or 
Melbourne Cup Day.  

Being more social does not 
mean only being social, 
feel free to bring your work 
colleagues and business 
associates down to Royal 
Perth Yacht Club so they too 
can get an idea of how good 
a lunch we offer and how 
spectacular the view is over 
the river. 

As we move through 
the Club grounds and 
the marinas this year 
please be mindful of two 
things. Firstly we have 
reintroduced recycling 
bins around the Club as 
you walk on to the jetties. 
Please separate your 
rubbish as you would at 
home and deposit it in the 
same manner (loose) in 
the bins as you leave. We 
need to make this work 
and just a little attention 
on board boats will make 
this a success for the Club 
and the environment more 
broadly. Secondly, security, 
unfortunately at this time 
is not just an issue for 
boat owners who board 
the boats. October and 
November are always the 
high tide mark for crime 
also. Please keep an eye 
out on the boats either 
side of you and report any 
suspicious activity to the 
Club or the police. The Club 
has recently made another 

significant investment in the 
security around the Club to 
increase protection for our 
members. 

For those of you who were 
not able to get to the RPYC 
Annual General Meeting 
held in July, there are 
copies of the presentations 
available in the members 
publication section of the 
website. Whilst you are 
on the website you may 
also be interested to look 
at a newly inserted page 
explaining how the General 
Committee, Standing 
Committees and Sub 
Committees fit into the 
overall governance picture. 
This is especially helpful 
information to those who 
may one day consider a 
crisp white uniform and 
epaulettes! 

Talking of uniforms it will 
not be long until you see 
your General Committee in 
their Square Rig uniforms 
opening the Club for 
the 2018/2019 Summer 
sailing Season. The Club’s 
Management Team are 
stepping up Opening Day a 
notch or two with changes 
to the format and increased 
activities for people who 
are not participating in 
keelboat or dinghy racing. 
So, if you are a powerboat 
owner looking for some 
involvement, please get in 
touch with Kate. For others 
who like to remain more 
on shore than on the water, 
there will be plenty to watch 
and do when the races are 
underway. 

As always the pro shop is 
busy around Opening Day. 
Get in early and get your 
size before the rush. Do not 
forget the super convenient 
option of ordering online 
and collecting from the 
Wardroom!! 

I look forward to seeing you 
all at the Club on Opening 
Day and over the season 
ahead. Fair winds and 
following seas to you all.  n
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SIGNALS FROM THE ENGINE ROOM

❚ Stuart Walton 
General Manager

THE BEST KEPT SECRET 
IN THE CLUB! 
It occurs to me that many 
boat owning Members 
may not be aware that 
the owners of all penned 
boats in the Club are full 
members of Fremantle Sea 
Rescue. The Club pays an 
annual fee to FSR as part 
of our community support 
program. Obviously if you 
break down or are in danger 
FSR will come to your rescue, 
as is their charter. What 
you may not be aware of is 
that if, when calling them 
by phone or radio, you tell 
them that you are a member 
of the Royal Perth Yacht 
Club they will tow you back 
to your pen. This is a huge 
benefit because FSR are only 

obliged to tow you to the 
nearest safe harbour if you 
are not a member of their 
group. Imagine breaking 
down at Garden Island and 
they drop you off in Success 
Harbour.  You have now got 
to try to get your boat back 
to Crawley. An expensive and 
time consuming task.

Members will also have 
observed that we provide 
the group with a special deal 
to keep some of their rescue 
boats in our marinas. This 
again is a demonstration 
of our support for FSR 
whose volunteer crews put 
themselves at risk to keep us 
safe when out on the water.

OPENING DAY
With Opening Day just 
around the corner it’s 
time to let you know that 
following a review of social 
sailing attended by about 
50 members we have 
taken on board many of 
the suggestions made. 
The Vice Commodore has 
summarised some of the 
themes that came out of the 
review in his article however 
in simple terms the plan is 
that:
• The Twilight season will 

run from the first Thursday 
after Opening Day and 

every Thursday thereafter 
closing on the last 
Thursday before Closing 
Day.

• The food offerings will 
be simplified with some 
dishes suitable for children

• Music will generally be 
broadcast from our in 
house sound system.

• Childrens entertainment 
and games will be 
available.

• Some new furniture has 
been purchased to provide 
a more relaxed dining 
experience for those 
smaller groups who have 
no intention of sailing but 
simply want to come and 
enjoy a relaxed meal on 
the lawn.

The aim is to make Thursday 
evenings as much a social 
event as a sailing one.

You will hear more about 
the final plans in the lead up 
to the first event, however 
it’s going to look and feel 
different.

DON’T FORGET 
CHRISTMAS IS NOT FAR 
AWAY! 
Now is the time to book your 
Christmas function be it for 
family and friends or your 

work colleagues. Talk to 
Annabelle in the office, she 
has got some great deals 
on offer including the use 
of a marquee on the lawn. 
The new furniture we have 
ordered for use on the lawn 
including market umbrellas 
will make the lawn the 
place to be.

SNACK MENU
The introduction of our new 
bar snack menu in August 
has been a great success, at 
long last you can buy light 
food items from 1500 until 
close.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Don’t forget that our Spring 
Garden Party including 
the Opening of the 154th 
sailing season is on the 
13th October. Please note 
this year, the ceremony 
starts an hour later at 2pm. 
This year, there are a heap 
of activities taking place 
on the lawn for Members, 
family and friends while 
sailors are out on the water.  
We also welcome the return 
of the Powerboats and their 
Sailpast. It’s all happening – 
so make sure you save  
the date.  

I look forward to seeing you 
at the Club soon.  n

Eddie Slobe • 0430 442 775
ed@skymaze.com.au

www.skymaze.com.au

•  Commercial Rigging •  Rigging & Mast Repairs •  S/S & Ally Welding/Fabrication
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Ford and Doonan will design 
and install the system you 
really want using only the 

best components. All backed 
by dedicated after-sales 

service and maintenance.  
Invest in the best. Talk to the 

market leaders. WA’s most 
awarded air conditioning 

professionals since 1985.

Resident ia l  •  Commercia l  •  Industr ia l

BUNBURY 9791 4466 • CANNING VALE 9456 4824 
• JOONDALUP 9301 4288 • KARDINYA 9331 8800 

• MANDURAH 9581 6888 • OSBORNE PARK 9244 5688
• CITY WEST 9322 8666 • MIDLAND 6270 9300

www.fordanddoonan.com.au

ENJOY YEAR-ROUND 
AIR CONDITIONED COMFORT

Phone 1800 AIR CON or your nearest showroom

When you Want the best

CAPTAIN SAIL’S REPORT

❚ Dr Janet Hornbuckle 
Captain Sail

Waters and then the Perth City 
lights shine with increasing 
brightness as we headed back 
around Matilda Bay, followed 
by a BBQ on the lawn as I got 
to meet new friends and make 
great memories. An experience 
that I’m sure you’ll agree should 
be shared! One suggestion 
was a form of ‘Twilight Tinder’ 
to match boats with new 
members and guests keen to 
go out on the river. We haven’t 
got anything as sophisticated 
as that yet however, if you’ve 
got a spare ‘berth or two’ on 
any evening please let the Club 
office know and we will match 
you up with other members 
who are keen to experience 
twilight sailing. We’d love both 
Sail and Power to enjoy our 
Twilights and Social Sailing 
Program so whichever type of 
boat you own come on down, 
bring your family and friends 
and join in the fun on and off 
the water. Look forward to 
seeing you there!  n

I’d also like to thank those 
that attended our ‘Twilight 
and Social Sailing’ Feedback 
Session. It was great to see 
so many people actively 
participate in the session 
and put forward their ideas. 
You certainly provided 
great ideas about what you 
would like to see and also 
clarity about what you think 
needs to change to increase 
participation in ‘Twilight 
Sailing’ at RPYC. We have 
listened and Twilights will 
be returning to a regular 
Thursday evening slot starting 
at the beginning of the 
Summer Sailing season. In 
addition, we will have ‘Special 
Event Twilights’. 

I recall joining the Club and 
being given the opportunity of 
experiencing RPYC Twilights. 
It was great to watch the 
silhouettes of yachts under 
full sail in the setting sun 
as we headed into Melville 

helm and sail trim as we sailed 
into Matilda Bay and also 
spinnaker trim as we headed 
back to the Club.  Getting the 
spinnaker down certainly 
needs a lot more practice! The 
conditions were great for our 
new recruits to consolidate 
their crew and helming skills 
and begin to learn about sailing 
with a spinnaker rather than 
under frenetic conditions on 
a summer Saturday afternoon 
with the ‘Freo Doctor’ at full 
blast. All on board agreed that 
we will lock-in some training 
sessions ready for next season. 
Hope to see other crews out 
there training too.

Thank you to the skippers 
and crew that participated in 
the 2017-18 Frostbite Series. 
I hope you enjoyed Sunday 
afternoons at the Club and 
we certainly need to look at 
potential Footy clashes when 
we are planning next year’s 
Frostbite start times!  

As you read this edition of In 
The Wind spring will be well on 
its way as we prepare for the 
154th RPYC Sailing Season.   
Don’t forget to nominate your 
boat and register your crew 
prior to Opening Day and 
download the Racing Calendar 
from the RPYC Website directly 
into your electronic diary.

Following discussions at 
Race Sail we have introduced 
a couple of new events in 
the calendar responding to 
requests from our sailors.  
The first is a series of three 
Saturday windward-leeward 
racing events starting at 16:30 
rather than the usual 13:30 on 
December 1st, February 23rd 
and March 23rd. These events 
will coincide with planned 
social functions into the 
evening so bring your friends 
and families down to enjoy the 
Club’s hospitality. In addition, 
we will be having a monthly 
Saturday Jib and Main race.  
So if you don’t usually race on 
Saturdays either because you 
are too busy, or don’t have a 
regular or experienced crew 
please come and join in! We’d 
love to see you out there. 

The cold, wet, windy Winter 
of 2018 has not been kind to 
sailors. Having been a regular 
Wednesday afternoon sailor 
for 14 years I cannot remember 
as many races being cancelled 
due to inclement weather or 
abandoned or shortened at the 
first mark (!) due to no breeze. 
I thought it seldom rained on 
Wednesdays until this year! 

This afternoon I sailed in the 
last Frostbite of the 2017-
18 season. The light North 
Easterly breeze didn’t make 
it much further than Outer 
Dolphin so most of the Division 
A boats didn’t make it to our 
second mark Deep Water Spit.

Fortuosity drifted with no 
breeze in her sails whilst 
enjoying the glorious winter 
sunshine, got tangled in the 
South of Perth fleet on their 
way to Robins and finally with 
crew agreement decided to 
motor home realizing that 
we were not going to make 
it to the finishing line even 
with a shortened course. We 
were just going to pull the 
sails down and crack open 
the beer when I noticed there 
was still breeze coming off 
the Freeway. With two new 
recruits on board - Kieran 
and Alicia, both graduates 
of the RPYC Helm and Crew 
course –I thought it would be 
perfect to motor over and take 
advantage of the breeze that 
was there. We had gone out 
for a sail after all! 

The breeze was perfect for 
Kieran and Alicia to practice 



IN THE WIND 10 : 201830

CAPTAIN DINGHIES REPORT

❚ Andrew McAullay 
Captain Dinghies

Well another season is upon 
us, and with such a busy 
winter, it has come around 
quickly.

Since the last issue, Ethan 
and Lawson McAullay 
Travelled to Gdynia, Poland 
for the Laser U21 and 4.7 
Youth World Championships, 
RPYC sent a team to Beppu, 
Japan, for the JJYU Regatta, 
And Matt Wearn competed 
in the Sailing World 
Championships in Aarhus, 
Denmark.

Ethan sailed a quality 
regatta finishing 16th in a 
134 boat fleet. Ethan started 
out strong with a couple 
of podium finishes, easily 
qualifying for the Gold fleet 
finals. He maintained his 
good form enabling him to 
finish with a great result. 
While Lawson in his first 
World Championships sailed 
extremely well to make the 
gold fleet finals, along the 
way winning a qualifying 
heat. He finished 53rd in a 
fleet of 275.

The RPYC team of Meg 
McAullay, Sam Best and 
William McAullay sailed a 
strong regatta in Beppu. 
Sam and Meg in the Optimist 
and William in the Laser 4.7, 
picked up a 3rd in the teams 
event, behind New Zealand 
and Hong Kong.

The conditions weren’t 
to our teams liking, with 
0 – 5 knots, extreme heat 
and high humidity. William 
adapted quickly and finished 
2nd overall, while Meg and 

▲
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CAPTAIN DINGHIES REPORT

Sam took a little longer to 
acclimatise finishing stronger 
as the regatta went on.

Meanwhile, in Denmark, Matt 
won a silver medal at the 
Sailing World Championships 
as he continues his campaign 
towards Tokyo 2020. Matt was 
only 2 points behind the gold 
medal winner Pavlos Kontides 
from Cyprus and 9 points 
clear of third.

At the same time, Genevieve 
Wickham attended an 
Australian Sailing training 
camp in Melbourne, after she 
was selected in the Australian 
Para Sailing Squad. Genevieve 
will receive competition 
support for the Para World 
Sailing Championships 
in Sheboygan, USA in 
September. Genevieve will be 
sailing the Hansa 303.

Congratulations and good 
luck.

With such a well attended 
winter season, we at the 
Dinghy Division are very 
excited about this year’s 
summer. Our Optimist Green 
fleet is close to capacity, while 
our Silver and Gold fleets 
continue to grow. RPYC would 
have close to the largest Laser 
4.7 fleet on the river, with our 
other Laser fleets benefiting 

from this growth. The 
Windsurfing fleet continues 
to thrive, and this season we 
will be introducing Friday 
evening social board racing. 
We will be working with 
Windsurfing WA to promote 
our windsurfing activities 
and to continue developing 
our youth program. If you 
are keen to join in, it doesn’t 
matter what type of board 
you have, contact Goldy or 
myself for more information. 

With such high demand 
for our training programs 
and as such Club boats, if 
you have been using a Club 
supplied boat for more 
than 12 months we can 
not guarantee that you will 
have continued use, as new 
sailors will be given priority 
allocation for use in our 
new sailor programs. We 
strongly encourage sailors 
to purchase their own boats 
and boards, to help with 
process, Goldy has put 
together a register of boats 
and boards available from 
Club members. If you are 
looking for a boat or board 
or have one for sale, contact 
Goldy.

Speaking of Goldy, most 
would be unaware that he 
has recently spent three 
weeks in the Cook Islands. 

He was asked by the IOC to 
conduct coach education 
programs as a part of their 
Emerging Nations Initiative. 
Well done Chris, a real feather in 
your cap and great for the Club.

If you are interested or 
know of someone who is 
interested in getting involved 
in the Dinghy Division, 
contact myself or Goldy at 
sailtraining@rpyc.com.au.  n

▲
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NEW MEMBERS AND GUEST CHEF NIGHT
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WHEN CAN YOU  
DINE AT THE CLUB?
BREAKFAST
SUNDAY  8:30am - 11:00am

LUNCH
MONDAY TO SUNDAY  11:30am - 3pm 
Bar Snacks and A la Carte menus

DINNER
TUESDAY NIGHT  6pm - late 
Buffet - changes weekly
FRIDAY NIGHT  6pm - late 
Grill - A la Carte

RPYC 
upcoming  
events for  
your diary

13TH  
OCTOBER

16TH  
OCTOBER

18TH  
OCTOBER

6TH  
NOVEMBER

17TH  
NOVEMBER

20TH  
DECEMBER

RPYC Opening of the  
154th Sailing Season

 
Tuesday Night Oktoberfest Buffet

 
Opening Twilight

 
Melbourne Cup

 
Governor’s Cup

Christmas Sundowner
Christmas Twilight

save  
thedate

2018

BRING ALONG YOUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS 
THIS SPRING FOR A FANTASTIC FEAST  
IN THE WARDROOM
Open from 6pm, you’ll enjoy a Buffet meal  
for only $30 per person.

A GREAT NIGHT AT THE CLUB FOR ALL AGES 

Tuesday Night Dining books out quickly – so please 
call 9423 5511 or email bookings@rpyc.com.au to 
make your reservation.

TUESDAY NIGHT DINING
ROYAL PERTH YACHT CLUB

ONLY
$30pp
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ETCHELLS REPORT Mark Crier, Etchells Fleet Captain

Etchells are always busy 
locally, internationally or 
on the eastern sea board so 
generally this is an easy article 
to write.

I’m actually spoiled for choice 
on the best bit of news.

Could it be Ray Smith winning 
the Mooloolaba Etchells Mid 
winters or is it a recap of the 
Gertrude Cup regatta and a 
6th place overall that the RPYC 
Etchells youth team achieved 
at Cowes in June?

NO, IT’S THE UPGRADE TO 
OUR CRANE JETTY THAT 
STEALS THE LIME LIGHT.

After much discussion, we 
must thank the Club for the 

extension to the floating 
jetty and the horizontal slats 
incorporated in to the existing 
piled dock wall. This is sure to 
keep the local Shipwright poor 
this year with less gel coat 
repairs .

Seriously, the Mooloolaba 
mid-winter Australasia 
championship win by Ray 
Smith on The Cure with Dave 
Clark, Alan Smith and young 
Angus Sherrington was an 
outstanding effort. I was there 
also competing (28th in a 44 
boat fleet) and the conditions 
for the regatta, post a storm 
the night before day one, saw 
light winds and lumpy seas.

The results show it all came 
down to the last race with 7 

potential winners possible 
and a matter of a place 
needed by Ray from the hot 
NZ crew on Cruel Jane to steal 
the win. Both teams ending 
the series on 26 points with 
Ray winning on count back.

Our RPYC Etchells young guns 
team of Patrick Vos, Adam 
Negri and Cam Seagreen 
pictured here with Bill Steele 
competed in the Cowes 
Gertrude Cup also fared well, 
not quite as well as RAY, but 
still managed a respectable 
equal 5th (6th on count back). 
So we look forward to more 
youth involvement next year 
in our fleet.

With regards to the Etchells 
fleet youth and women’s 
initiative programs we ran last 
season, this coming season, 
we are offering a ladies helm 

instead of a ladies team. This 
means crew can be mixed but 
still encouraging the uptake 
of female involvement in the 
Swan River Etchells fleet.

So if you’re reading this and 
interested please contact me 
on markcrier@ritekwa.com

Upcoming events see 5 local 
WA boats competing, 4 of 
them RPYC fleet Etchells in 
the Queensland states as 
the pre worlds event in early 
October, followed by the 
2018 worlds from the 22nd 
October till 27th, both held 
from RQYS.

So good luck to Bill Steele, 
Grantham Kitto, Ray Smith 
and myself.

Happy sailing.  n
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FARR 9.2 REPORT

RPYC FARR 9.2 CLUB 
CHAMPIONSHIPS
Over the summer season, 
RPYC hosted a series of six 
club heats for the Farr 9.2 
fleet, within the regular 
division 2 starts. The great 
conditions over summer 
meant that all six were 
completed, and were well-
attended by the fleet.

Results for the club 
championship events are 
calculated against a flat 
handicap, so it’s all down to 
the sailing on the day. Winning 
first place over four of the six 

races, Itinerant (Commodore 
Mark Hansen) took the overall 
trophy, Seahawk (Pat Jones) 
was not far behind in second, 
and third place went to 
committed contender Frenzy 
(Murray Rowe).

HYATT REGENCY PERTH 
SUMMER SERIES
Evidently, racing every 
weekend isn’t sufficient for the 
majority of the 9.2 teams, so 
Wednesday events were again 
popular for a mid-week sailing 
fix over summer. Racing as 
part of division B, the Farr 
fleet were well represented in 

▲
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FARR 9.2 REPORT Jeremy Kerr, Farr 9.2 Association Secretary

▲

final results: Farrlap (Andrew 
Hossen) and Itinerant shared 
equal standings at third place, 
and Equalizer (Ian Barron 
/ Peter Hugo) took second 
place.

LADY SKIPPERS’ TROPHY
One of the most anticipated 
events on the Farr 9.2 calendar 
is the annual Lady Skippers’ 
Trophy, which has been an 
opportunity for some of the 
regular crew to take the helm.

As per tradition, this year’s 
race was run as part of a RPYC 
Thursday Twilight sail, held 
on the 1st of March. Four of 
the Farr 9.2 fleet competed in 
the race, working with slightly 
stronger than usual winds 
during the evening. Final 
results for the race were:
1. Itinerant - Astrid Hansen
2. Farrlap - Sarah Liddiard
3. The Black Smoke -  

Laura Ellwood
4. Frenzy - Yolande Bennett

Congratulation to all those 
who competed.

WINTER SAILING
The cold weather being no 
impediment to a day out 
on the water, the majority 

of the Farr 9.2 fleet at RPYC 
continue to sail regularly over 
winter, mostly as part of the 
Wednesday racing series. 
This season, Farr Far Away 
(James Baker) has joined 
the Wednesday racing too. 
James and Helen have also 
kindly supported the prize-
giving this year, with the 
introduction of a trophy for 
the 9.2s participating in the 
Wednesday winter racing 
series, to be presented at the 
pre-season gathering in early 
October.

Further afield, three of the 
Farr 9.2 fleet have been sailing 
in Fremante Sailing Club’s 
inshore series over winter. 
Eufarria (George Carter, 
FSC), Igawa (David Atkinson, 
SoPYC) and Toravean (Ken 
Stokes, RPYC) are competing 
regularly. Igawa has been 
doing particularly well, with a 
third, second and first in IRC 
results.

Although Dragonheart is 
listed for sale, John Da Silva 
reports that he has been 
spending time cruising 
recently, between his current 
home port of Dawesville, 
heading south to Bunbury and 
Busselton.

▲
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Farr 9.2 Report continued

▲

SUMMER SCHEDULE
As we approach Opening 
Day, the Farr 9.2 
Association’s racing and 
social schedules are being 
finalised – association 
president Andrew Hossen 
has been studiously working 
the Farr 9.2 sailing events 
into the hosting Clubs’ 
calendars. Once again, this is 
looking to be a great season 
of sailing, with the Swan 
River Metro Series and State 
Championships comprising 
the central events. 

The social program 
continues into 2019 as well, 
starting off with the pre-
season cocktail party having 
just occurred by the time of 
publication. We’ll be running 
the traditional events this 
year as per usual – the social 
raft-up in late Summer / early 
Autumn, the prize night after 
the season’s racing, and the 
Farr 9.2 Association’s AGM & 
lunch to prepare for the next. 
Get in touch with us if you’d 
like to be a part of these 
events.

▲

SNACKS MENU
AVAILABLE FROM 3PM* TO LATE EVERYDAY

*Meal periods such as Tuesday Night Dining and Wardroom Grill excluded.

MARINATED OLIVES $9
with roasted red peppers and toasted 
sourdough. 

SPICY WEDGES $9
with sour cream and sweet chilli sauce.

ONION RINGS $9
with smokey bbq sauce.

POPCORN CHICKEN $12
with herb salt and Thai sweet chilli sauce.

MOROCCAN LAMB  
SKEWERS $14
with yoghurt dip.

COCONUT AND LIME  
PRAWNS $14
with spiced mayo sauce and fresh lemon.

MARGARET RIVER BRIE $15
or Mature cheddar or Blue cheese, fig paste 
and quinoa crackers.
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SEASHELLS
NIGHT SERIES
Overall winner receives a weekend for two 
at any of the Seashells Resorts in WA
For more information, please contact Hayden on 
9423 5504 or boatingoperations@rpyc.com.au

TAKE PART IN A GREAT SERIES 
OVER THE SEASON AND TEST 
YOUR SKILLS SAILING AT NIGHT

23RD OCTOBER
20TH NOVEMBER
 18TH DECEMBER

22ND JANUARY
 19TH FEBRUARY

 19TH MARCH
23RD APRIL. 

▲

JOIN IN!
The Farr 9.2 fleet are always 
keen to welcome newcomers 
– both for serious sailing and 
not-so-serious social events. At 
present, we have a couple of 
ways to get involved. If you’d 
like to join one of our boats, a 
few teams are looking for new 
crew – either for occasional fill-
in spots or regular racers. Email 
Jeremy on secretary@farr92.
asn.au to get in touch.

For those looking for a 
more solid commitment 
– Drangonheart, a Farr 9.2 
currently based at FSC, is for 
sale. Members may recognise 
Dragonheart by her previous 
name, Farrari, under which 
she has raced at RPYC. It would 
be great to see Dragonheart 
return to the Club and join 
the vibrant Farr 9.2 fleet here. 
More details are available on 
the Association’s website, 
at www.farr92.asn.au, or 
see the postings on the Club 
noticeboard.

All the best for a great sailing 
season!  n
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Rottnest 
Island

Fremantle

Mindarie
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LEG 3: April 28

NORTHERN  
TOUR
APRIL 26TH-28TH 2019

THREE DIVISIONS:
Racing, Cruising and Power Cruise in Company.

ENTRY FEE:
$230  (If you hold a current Rottnest Island Mooring or Admission Pass).
$280  Which includes Landing Fees for two people.
Entry includes mooring fee for Mindarie Marina and complimentary nibbles  
at Mindarie and Rottnest.

For all information, the NoR and to 
enter, please visit www.rpyc.com.au
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GOVERNOR’S CUP      17TH NOVEMBER, 2018

START AT RFBYC AND FINISH AT RPYC. 
Stay	on	after	results	with	live	entertainment,	meals	and	drink	specials.

Nominations close on Wednesday 7th November at 1800. 

For more information, please contact Hayden on 9423 5504 or 
boatingoperations@rpyc.com.au

OKTOBERFEST
TUESDAY 16TH OCTOBER, 2018

Enjoy an Oktoberfest 
inspired themed buffet 
with dishes and treat 
yourself to a German beer.

$40  

$20
Book on 9423 5511 or 
bookings@rpyc.com.au

for children 
under 12.

per  
person
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OFFSHORE REPORT Hilary Arthure, Representative

A WILD WINTER ON WATER
Whilst winter is often the 
time of the year that many 
sailors retreat indoors, away 
from the wild weather; the 
hardy Offshore sailors head 
out to participate in the FSC 
Valmadre Cup and Winter 
Series. This year, there was an 
additional trophy at stake- the 
Champions Trophy.  

In late June, six RPYC yachts 
went under the bridges to 
avail of the hospitality of 
the Annexe and Fremantle 
Sailing Club. Ocean Ranger 
and Wasabi in Division 1; and 
Atomic Blonde, Cougar, Terra 
and Perie Banou II in Division 2 
represented us.  

The Arlene Race on 23rd June 
was sailed in benign and light 
conditions.  In Division 1, Hugh 
Warner’s Ocean Ranger sailed 
to 3rd place in YAH. In Division 
2, Cougar blitzed the pool 
achieving a 1st in both IRC 
and YAH, followed by Atomic 
Blonde (skippered by Mike 
Finn) who was 2nd on IRC. The 
second race of the series, The 

Ensign Race was sailed on 
7th July. In Division 1, Nick 
White sailed Wasabi to 3rd 
position on YAH. In Division 
2, Royal Perth scooped the 
pool with Atomic Blonde 
1st, Terra 2nd and Cougar 
3rd in IRC as well as Terra 
being 3rd in YAH. This race 
was sailed in steady 15knot 
breezes, which suited our 

Division 2 entrants. Special 
mention must be made of 
Jon Sanders, who also raced 
this event on Perie Banou II. 
It was wonderful to see him 
join the fleet.  

Winter weather intervened 
at this point. The following 
two Valmadre events were 
cancelled the day before 

each one was to have been 
sailed; as strong fronts 
swept in from the southwest. 
The series was therefore 
concluded after two races. The 
Champions Trophy consisted 
of these two races, and six 
windward/leeward races 
sailed on the Sunday following 
the Valmadre races.  Atomic 
Blonde was the only RPYC 
yacht to participate in that. All 
races sailed were cumulative. 
Atomic Blonde was 3rd in this 
inaugural event.

Congratulations to Atomic 
Blonde who won the Division 
2 spoils by one point from 
Cougar; Terra was 3rd. A clean 
sweep for RPYC.

Since the last edition of In the 
Wind, RPYC was very proud to 
host the ORWA Awards night 
and Presentation Dinner. One 
hundred and sixty guests 
were treated to an excellent 
feast in the beautifully 

▲
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OFFSHORE REPORT Hilary Arthure, Representative

decorated River Room. Our 
guest speaker, Chairman 
of Australian Sailing, Matt 
Allen, was engaging and 
entertaining. Peter Bell  
was polished and witty as 
the MC.

ORWA is so appreciative of 
the help from Royal Perth 
in organizing this successful 
event. Sailors and guests 
were delighted with our 
evening of celebration of the 
2017-18 offshore season; 
with the presentation of 
the Siska Trophy to Indian 
(RFBYC), and her skipper 
Craig Carter.

Before the meal commenced, 
the presentation for the Cape 
Naturaliste and Return Race 
was finally held. This beautiful 
trophy was presented to Craig 
Carter by Commodore Mark 
Hansen.

It seems the offshore season 
never stops! By the time you 
read this, the 2018-19 season 
of races will have commenced. 
The first race on 15th Sept 
is the George Law Race. 
Hopefully there will be a good 
turn out of the RPYC Yachts 
with lots of red numbers 
on the water for the season 
opener.  n

▲
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On the day of the ugly derby 
while West Coast and the 
Dockers were beating each 
other up, Mark Hanaford and 
his trusty crew were getting 
ready for the 2018/19 sailing 
season. S97 Deja Vu and 
others from various fleets and 
divisions experienced perfect 
frostbite conditions on the 
beautiful winter Swan.

S97 REPORT John Bailey, Fleet Representative

As the footy tragics were 
bellowing at Optus Arena, 
Mark, Jane and their mates 
were relishing the twelve knot, 
cool southerly on an almost 
empty aquatic arena where 
the only raised voices were 
those of encouragement.

While most S97s have been 
permanently assigned to 

their pens since the Digger’s 
Cup, Simon Plunkett’s 
Terra has been seen off 
Fremantle mixing it with the 
big boys in the Valmadre 
Cup. After winning the 

Fremantle Harbour Race last 
season, Simon has gained 
a formidable reputation as 
one of WA’s finest keelboat 
helmsman. During this 
ocean series, shortened due 
to storms, Terra achieved a 
commendable third place.

Looking forward to Opening 
Day. See you on the water.  n
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CHRISTMAS
IS THE 

SEASON OF GIVING

Whether it’s an evening under the stars with your 
colleagues, or a festive dinner surrounded by 

family and friends; give the gift of a Royal Perth 
Yacht Club experience with a range of End-of-Year 

celebration and fine-dining options.





END-OF-YEAR
CELEBRATIONS
AND EVENTS
Extend your Yacht Club membership 
privileges to your work colleagues 
and spend your company Christmas 
or End-of-Year party with us at RPYC.
Packages start at $60 per person for 
a two-course feast, with traditional 
Christmas favourites catered by Hyatt 
Regency Perth. Buffet and three-course 
options are also available.

Earn World of Hyatt points and  
discover the unique membership 
benefits available when you book an 
event with us.

LET US TAILOR AN EVENT FOR YOU.

Contact Annabelle on 9389 1555  
or catering@rpyc.com.au  
to	find	out	more.

CHRISTMAS
SUNDOWNER

  20TH DECEMBER
Invite your friends, family and work 
colleagues along to our Members 
Christmas Sundowner. 
Relax and enjoy the festive celebrations 
with platters, beverages and 
entertainment amongst the beautiful 
surrounds of Matilda Bay. Perfect for 
smaller groups of up to 20, our Christmas 
Sundowner offers you the opportunity to 
celebrate the season as the sun sets over 
the sparkling Swan River.

From 3:30 - 6:30pm
$60 pp – Inc Gold Beverage Package 
$50 pp – Inc Silver Beverage Package

Contact Tracy on 9389 1555 or 
reception@rpyc.com.au  
to	find	out	more.
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POWER BOAT REPORT

It seems like a lot has 
happened in the life of the 
Power Boat community since 
our last report. Gale force 
winds were the forecast for 
the day of the Lloyd Anderson 
event to be held at Claremont 
Yacht Club. Everyone was 
manning their phones 
awaiting the cancellation 
call, but it didn’t come and 6 
of our boats braved squalls, 
whiteouts and torrential rain 
to compete. 

CPYC State Heat 2 was held in 
much better conditions than 
the previous event. We had 
some technical issues on Pure 
Indulgence and all our timing 
systems failed at the second 
last checkpoint leaving us 
naviguessers floundering. 
Remarkably we only lost 4 
seconds at this in spite of our 
difficulties. 

We had our first RPYC 
checkpoint team on duty for 
this event, the Commodore, 
Carl Pettersson and Paul Odd 
manned the Outer Dolphin 
spit on Pelican. As we are 

competing regularly in the 
CPYC events we have been 
asked to assist with volunteers 
and many of our members 
have kindly offered their help. 
Time Trialling is no different to 
sailing in this regard, without 
our volunteers we could not 
compete.

State Heat 3 was scheduled to 
be held in similar conditions 
to the Lloyd Anderson, 
with both competitors and 
volunteers in mind CPYC made 
the decision to postpone 
this event to a later date. 
Being already halfway to the 
Yacht Club when this call 
was made, we all decided 
to continue with our results 
presentation and enjoy lunch 
in the Wardroom. We ended 
up with a long table of 26 
members and friends who 
kept Cathal busy for most of 
the afternoon. 

State Heat 4 has also just 
been held, we had 7 boats 
competing at this event 
with several away enjoying 
warmer climes. At this event 

we were joined by several of 
our new-to-checkpointing 
volunteers either on ORPYC 
manning Concrete spit or on a 
boat enjoying the competition 
side of things. We had our 
regular raft up following the 
event and then headed down 
to Claremont Yacht Club for 
the CPYC Heat 4 Prize Night.  
Ray and Gary Smith on Noah 
Gendah received 1st on 
consistency for Heat 4 and 
were rewarded with the much 
coveted apple strudel. 

As our activities in the 
power boat community have 
increased it became apparent 
that we needed to have the 
people already performing 
duties on Regatta Committee, 
CPYC Committee and within 
the time trialling group to 
form a committee and work 
together to promote power 
boat activities at RPYC both 
competitively and socially. 
This was ratified at a recent 
Regatta meeting and we are 
now a sub-committee of 
Regatta working toward a 
common goal. Mark Busio our 

Power Boat representative on 
Regatta heads our committee 
with Mike O’Loughlin as CPYC 
representative, John Allpike as 
Technical Delegate and myself 
as Communications Officer. 
Our exciting news was shared 
with our time trialling group 
earlier in July. 

Preparations are well and 
truly in hand for the Seafarer 
Marathon event, which may 
have been run by the time 
this issue, comes to print. 
A lot of work has gone into 

▲
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POWER BOAT REPORT Diane Hansen

uploaded into the Checkpoint 
program. We have received 
immeasurable help from Garry 
Morrison and Bernie Kaaks 
in regards to setting up the 
program and advice in the 
running of the event. 

To date we have over 30 
volunteers who have kindly 
offered to assist us on this day 
and to them we owe a debt 

the reinstatement of this 
time trialling event. We have 
had a lot of help from Kate, 
Hayden, Kelly and Jon (our 
archivist). We are using the 
same course that has been 
historically used albeit with a 
few changes because of the 
differences in the speed zones 
around the river. New course 
maps needed to be created 
and the course needed to be 

▲

of gratitude. As mentioned 
earlier if it wasn’t for our 
volunteers we would not be 
able to compete.

Many of our power boats 
have volunteered to assist 
at the Camp Quality event 
coming up in September. 
Some of the children in 
wheelchairs struggle on a 
sail boat so this is a perfect 

Offering people with disabilities 
the opportunity to sail.

Club of Dalkeith

solution for all. So watch 
out for those pirate boats 
with the far-reaching water 
canons. 

If you are interested in 
joining in on the power boat 
activities at the Club either 
competitively or socially 
please contact Kate at 
sailassist@rpyc.com.au and 
she will be able to help you.  n
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COME SAILING AGAIN…
YOU ARE NEVER TOO OLD
Radio Sailing is a fun, 
enjoyable and sometimes 
challenging sport that is 
suitable for the beginner 
weekend sports person or 
professional sailor. From 
social members to Australian 
and World Champions, the 
sport caters for most ages, 
both male and female.

Today the racing of Radio 
controlled yachts is conducted 
Worldwide, in many European 
Countries, United Kingdom, 
Canada, Thailand, Japan, 
New Zealand, Australia 
and, believe it or not, in the 
Shetland Islands off Scotland. 
Estimated registered boats 
exceed 5000.

RADIO CONTROLLED BOATS REPORT Ian Lunt, Fleet Representative

Over the past decade or 
two a range of craft have 
been developed including, 
those now sailed in Western 
Australia, the International 
One Metre Class, Dragon 
Force .965m., .650m, “A” 
Class and Mable Head the 
most popular.

The International One 
Metre, better known as the 
IOM is a most competitive 
with strict rules as to Class 
requirements.  Each craft 
must be no longer than one 
metre, all up weight fully 
rigged must not exceed 
4.0kg. The Keel blade and 
weight (bulb) must weight no 
less than 2.5kg. Interestingly 
the hull shape can be 
redesigned, and is constantly 

subject to shape etc, however, 
the sails and rigging must be 
within the Class rules as to 
size, shape, material, there 
can be no changes without 
approval by the International 
Class Association.

The same set of rules of sailing 
apply to each class with 
Racing conducted like the “big 
boats” as per the International 
Racing Rules with very few if 
any exceptions.

Although Sailing and Racing at 
any of the Clubs is by nature 
competitive, do not let that 
deter you it is also fun and a 
most enjoyable pastime.

Within Western Australia there 
are 5 Metropolitan Clubs plus 
Busselton and Albany.

Having been instrumental 
in establishing the Albany 
Radio Sailing Club Inc I find, 
on my return to living in Perth 
and returning to RPYC after 
nearly 20 years away, that 
not so many years ago some 
enthusiastic Members of 
RPYC did in fact enjoy sailing 
the IOM’s at the Club. 

If there are members who 
would be interested in 
perhaps viewing the IOM 
Class with a thought in  
mind that perhaps a  
Sunday morning get  
together/sail could be 
arranged then please let the 
Club know or contact me, 
Ian Lunt (RPYC Committee 
member 1993-1997), on  
0412 532 239.  n
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Winter has been, enjoy a delicious Sunday BreakfastSUNDAY 
WARDROOM
B R E A K F A S T

8:30am - 11am.  Book now on 9423 5511 MAINS
Two eggs on ciabatta toast …$10

Chia pudding… 
with fresh fruits, yoghurt, berry coulis …$12

Eggs Benedict… 
Poached eggs, toasted ciabatta, ham,  
spinach and rich hollandaise sauce …$18

Pancakes… 
with banana, toffee sauce, roasted pecans …$15

Open Toasted Bagel… 
Served with smoked salmon, spinach,  
poached egg, avocado, tomato and  
hollandaise sauce …$18

Breakfast burrito… 
Bacon, egg, sausage, spiced beans,  
cheese and avocado salsa …$16

Skipper’s Kippers… 
Served with toasted sourdough,  
scrambled eggs, grilled tomato, spinach …$18

RPYC Big breakfast… 
Toasted sourdough, bacon, pork sausage, 
grilled tomato, hash brown, beans and  
fried egg …$23

SIDES
(can be added to any main dish)

Grilled Bacon …$5
Beans …$4
Grilled chorizo sausage …$5
Hash brown …$4
Sautéed mushrooms …$4

BEVERAGES
Apple, Orange,  
Pineapple Juice …$3.00
Coffee …$4.50
Selection of teas …$4.50

Chicken liver pate
WHAT YOU WILL NEED
500g chicken livers
3 rashes of bacon
1 large brown onion
4 cloves of garlic
1 tspn fresh thyme leaves
¼ cup brandy
1 cup cream
150g butter

PREPARATION

Trim livers and soak in milk overnight. Rinse and dry on some 
paper towel. Roughly chop onions, garlic and bacon. Fry the 
onion in some butter then add garlic and bacon, once onions are 
soft add the livers and sauté. Deglaze the pan with brandy then 
add some cream and the remaining butter. Season well. Cool 
slightly then blend to a fine smooth paste. Put in ramekins or set 
in a terrine mould.

CHEF’S 
CORNER
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SAILABILITY www.sailabilitywa.com.au

After six years with Sailability 
Ann Hodgkinson married in 
March and decided to ‘retire’ 
- early of course ! We would 
like to thank her publically for 
her leadership, organisation, 
enthusiasm, hard work and 
humour which has helped 
move Sailability along to the 
current stage. I have been 
volunteering at Sailability 
for over two years and come 
from a family of seafarers. I 
have sailed most of my life; 
on cargo ships; in VJ’s and 
Cherubs then graduating 
to keel boats and sailing in 
Australia, USA, Europe and 
UK including in the ISC’s 
Round the Island Race, one 
of the world’s largest sail 
races. My passion though is 
square rig ships and I have 
been a regular crew member 
on board ‘Eye of the Wind’ 
cruising the south Pacific and 
Europe and in various Tall 
Ship Races in the northern 
hemisphere.

Since taking over Sailability 
in June I have been getting 
to grips with the organisation 
and meeting the wide variety 
of people involved. We have 
a great Committee and band 
of Volunteers who help run 
the programs and are always 
looking for fresh faces to 
help out either practically or 
financially. It’s not only sailing 
there’s a lot of the background 
work that needs to be done 
as well – especially 
in the fundraising, 
maintenance, and 
social media areas. 
We are reapplying 
for funding from 
Healthways (Act 
Belong Commit 
messaging) 

who have been a great 
supporter and I would also 
like to thank all of you who 
over the last year have made 
donations to Sailability or 
specific causes within it. 
Special thanks go to the 
Rotary Club of Dalkeith for 
their continuing support; and 
the von Felten family, Gary 
Griffiths, Tony Carson and CR 
Kennedy & Co who have all 
been very generous.

Our weekly programs will start 
up again in October, which we 
expect to be over subscribed, 
and we’ll be having some 
Volunteer training and ‘busy-

bee mornings’ in the lead 
up. Genevieve Wickham 
and Robert Crofts have 

been using the Sailability 
Hansa 303’s training 
hard for the 2018 Para 

World Championships 
in Sheboygan, USA 

next month. Genevieve 
has been selected to be 
part of the Australian Para 
Sailing Squad and recently 
attended a training camp at 
Royal Brighton Yacht Club 
in Victoria. Robert is self-
funded and after Sheboygan 
is heading to Hiroshima, 
Japan in October for the 
2018 Hansa Class World and 
International Championships. 
Very exciting. Kylie Forth 
(‘Lost at See’) has also been 
training hard in readiness for 
the 2018 Blind Match Racing 
World Championships in 
Rhu, Scotland in September 
and she has been busy with 
fundraising opportunities to 
help with the costs. 

We are planning our AGM 
in September and do drop 
by and say hello to us in 
Sailability when you are 
passing as it is always great to 
feel part of the Club at large.  n

By Lou Chambers
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ENTRUST YOUR MOTOR YACHT TO AN AUTHORISED DEALER

                         

FOR MARINE PROPULSION, POWER GENERATION & GYRO STABILIZERS

Genuine OEM Parts     Gold Standard Warranty 
Factory Trained & Certified     Insurance Compliant

Diagnostic Software     On-Demand Support

•
•

•

WWW.PLEISUREMARINE.COM.AU     9337 9569 - 0403 740 001     15 JONES STREET, O’CONNOR • •

A WEDDING  
LIKE NO OTHER
We all know that our views of the Swan River 
and city skyline are simply exquisite. Pair this 
with the five-star dining prepared by Hyatt 
Regency Perth and you have a wedding like 
no other. 

Extend your Yacht Club membership 
privileges with a loved one and ensure their 
special day is the essence of perfection. 

Availability ranges throughout 2019 & 2020, 
contact Annabelle on 9389 1555 or  
catering@rpyc.com.au to have a package 
tailored to the occasion.
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FROM THE Archives
THE OVER BOARDERS CLUB
The Archives are seeking information of a little known Club 
called The Over Boarders Club. This Club was established 
to recognise a crew member that had fallen overboard 
during an ocean race and lived to tell the tale. The recipient 
was given a gold pin called the Rampart Dolphin together 
with a certificate issued by the appropriate Committee. 

It is believed that there have been several recipients but 
we have only one recorded, i.e. John Guhl. John has 
provided us with a copy of his Certificate and allowed us 
to photograph the Pin. If you have any further information 
regarding this unique Club, please contact the Archives to 
allow the info to be recorded.

SALLY’S GREAT GREAT 
GRANDFATHER 
During July, we had the pleasure of being able to provide 
information from our Archives to Sally Lewis the great great 
granddaughter of WG (Bill) Green. Sally was unaware of his 
sailing career and his long term involvement in Royal Perth Yacht 
Club and the immense support he gave over many years as a 
member. Bill was awarded Honorary Life Membership in 1949 for 
exceptional service to the Club. We were able to provide her with 
news clippings, historical notes, and more importantly a photo of 
the first Naturaliste showing the spreading of Bill’s ashes at the 
rounding mark. Sally was very interested to know about Rugged 
so we have put her in touch with Len Randal who was a personal 
friend of BG. Ken Court has also arranged for Sally to have a 
Twilight sail on Rugged in a few weeks’ time. We wish Sally well 
on her project of researching her Family History.



ROYAL PERTH YACHT CLUB NEWSLETTER IN THE WIND 53

Contact details:  
Direct line to Archive Room 08 9386 1897 or 08 9389 1555 

email: clubarchivist@rpyc.com.au

QUIZ
Due to the fact that In The Wind is delivered over 
several days into various suburbs, the Quiz winner 
will now be drawn from the hat rather than first 
received.

Quiz Number 53 for July
Which of the following is not a sailing vessel:
A. sloop
B. trireme
C. killick
D. barge
E. felucca
F. dhow
G. jukong

The Answer is kiiick which is the earliest form of 
an anchor. This Quiz attracted over 20 entries but 
there can only be one winner. 
The first correct entry drawn was Alastair McMichael.  
Alastair please call to the Archive Room to collect your  
fine bottle of RED.

RECENT DONATIONS TO THE ARCHIVES
We would like to thank the following Members and Friends of RPYC. 

For general access to records, Family and Club History inquiries, give 
us a call or drop down to the Club and visit you’re Club Archives.

• Graham Owens – Set of old RPYC Cuff Links.
• Peter Tomlinson from Sydney – Several Nautical Books.
• Rob Vasey – a copy of Swan River Postcards.

By Jon Readhead – Club Archivist

“Among national assets, archives are the most precious; they are the gift of one generation to another and the  
extent of our care of them marks the extent of our civilization”.

Quote by Arthur Doughty, July 1916 during the battle of the Somme.

QUIZ
PRIZE

HORACE RUMBLE AWARD
Congratulations to Helen Baker who was awarded the Horace 
Rumble Award at our recent AGM. Helen’s contribution of 20 years 
as a Voluntary Starting Official is a great achievement and much 
appreciated by Club Members. Helen is the 21st recipient of this 
Award which was first issued to Keith Ruthven in 1978.

The criteria for this Award are as follows:
“The Horace Rumble Award was created to recognize the very 
exceptional service or achievement by Club Members or those non-
members who serve or have served the Club in a paid or honorary 
capacity who, through personal effort or achievement brings 
exceptional honour to the Club, the sport of yachting generally, 
or as a non-competitor, has served the Club over many years in a 
yachting related capacity.”

Horace Rumble Award recipients are nominated and approved by 
General Committee. Well done Helen.

Quiz Number 54 for September
A pair of old Royal Perth Yacht Club Cuff Links has recently been 
donated to the Archives.

Can you explain why they can no longer be used?

First correct entry drawn wins. Please email your entry to:  
clubarchivist@rpyc.com.au or by phone to Jon on 0408 945 611.

WHERE DO 
COMMODORES  
COME FROM? 
A question often asked of David Magnus is: “where 
does Royal Perth Yacht Club continue to find such 
splendid men to fulfil this prestigious position’.

David’s witty reply is “sometimes we just choose an 
Itinerant, sometimes we find one Just Cruisin down 
the River, but By and Large, if their Batteries aren’t 
Included, then Heaven can Wait.
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ACCOMMODATION

ACCOMMODATION - DINING
HYATT REGENCY PERTH
Tel: 9225 1234
Fax: 9225 1241
Email: perth.regency@hyatt.com
Website: www.perth.regency.hyatt.com
Perth’s premium 5 star luxury hotel featuring 367 guest 
rooms and suites. Leisure facilities such as a heated 
outdoor swimming pool, flood-lit tennis court, sauna 
and fitness centre as well as fantastic dinner venues 
and event spaces.

SEASHELLS BROOME
Tel: 9194 1500
Email: broome@seashells.com.au
1, 2 and 3 bedroom apartments set in lush tropical 
gardens, 300m from Cable Beach.  Swimming pool, 
BBQs, free in-house movies, free Wi-Fi and parking.

SEASHELLS FREMANTLE
Tel: 9387 0800
Email: fremantle@seashells.com.au
Studio, 1 and 2 bedroom fully self-contained 
apartments located on levels four and five of the new 
Richmond Quarter development just 1.5km from the 
city of Fremantle. Rooftop tapas and cocktail bar.  
Free Wi-Fi and free secure parking.

SEASHELLS MANDURAH
Tel: 9550 3000
Email: mandurah@seashells.com.au
Absolute beachfront location on Comet Bay.  1 and 2 
bedroom self-contained apartments and villas with 
ocean or marina views. Heated infinity pool and spa, 
BBQs, tennis court and conference facilities for up to 
100 delegates. Free Wi-Fi and parking.

SEASHELLS SCARBOROUGH
Tel: 9341 9600
Email: scarborough@seashells.com.au
1, 2 and 3 bedroom fully self-contained apartments 
overlooking Scarborough Beach.  Choice of two 
swimming pools (one heated), sauna, free in-house 
movies, free Wi-Fi & free secure parking.

SEASHELLS YALLINGUP
Tel: 9750 1500
Email: yallingup@seashells.com.au
1 and 2 bedroom fully self-contained apartments 
and studio rooms set in 4.5 hectares of spectacular 
gardens that lead to Yallingup beach.  Adjacent to the 
heritage Caves House Hotel with bar, restaurant and 
conference facilities.  Free in-house movies, free Wi-Fi 
and free parking.

www.seashells.com.au

BOATING SALES

MULTIHULL SOLUTIONS
Mark Elkington
Tel: 1300 855 338
A/Hours: 0401 045 228
Mobile: 0401 045 228
Fax: 07 5444 3792
Email: info@multihullsolutions.com.au
Website: www.multihullsolutions.com.au
Multihull Solutions is Asia Pacific’s leading new and 
pre-owned multihull specialist. Representing many of 
the world’s leading brands such as Fountaine Pajot, 
Fountaine Pajot Motor Yachts and NEEL Trimarans as 
well as offering Asia Pacific’s largest range of quality 
pre-owned multihulls, we are the first in service and 
choice. Contact our team today.

BANK - OWNER MANAGED

BOQ SUBIACO
Tania Watton
Tel: 08 9287 9288
Mobile: 0400 267 267
Fax: 08 9287 9299
Email: tania.watton@boq.com.au
Because BOQ Subiaco is owned and managed by local 
businesswoman Tania Watton, if there’s something she 
can do to help you with your banking, she will.

THE AHIMSA VILLAS  
(SEMINYAK)
David Upstone
Tel: 9364 5500
Mobile: 0411 281 922
Fax: 9364 5600
Email: amanda@waproperty.net
Ultimate boutique villa complex run by Australian ex 
pat.  Close to Bali Deli and awesome restaurants.  
2/3 beds, private pool. Excellent location/facilities 
and wonderful staff.

BUS SALES
BUS CENTRE WA
Paul McGovern
Tel:  08 9351 2080
Mobile: 0418 927 460
Fax: 08 9351 2011
Email: pmcgovern@ahg.com.au
Website: www.yutongbuscentre.com.au
Bus Centre WA is Western Australia’s only exclusive 
Yutong sales dealership. Yutong is the largest bus 
manufacturer in the world, selling over 71,000  
units in 2016. We sell four Yutong models which  
are available for immediate delivery. The Goanna  
(27 Seats), The Blue Tongue (45 Seats), The Brumby 
(53 Seats) and our Brumby School Bus (53 Seats).  
We also offer hassle free finance to get you on the 
road sooner. Give us a call today.

AIR CONDITIONING

FORD & DOONAN OSBORNE PARK
Ray Smith
Tel: 9244 5688
Mobile: 0413 957 037
Fax: 9244 5677
Email: raymonds@fordanddoonan.com.au
Web: www.fordanddoonan.com.au
Residential and Commercial Experts. Established 
1985 Perth’s Most Awarded Air Conditioning 
Company.

BOATING REPAIRERS
BAY MARINE  
MAINTENANCE
Jeff Hillbrick
Tel: 9386 7059
Mobile: 0418 926 145
Fax: 9389 8990
Email: admin@baymarine.net.au
Website: www.baymarine.net.au
Onsite resident shipwright to RPYC. Qualified staff for 
all boat repairs and maintenance.

BANKING - CORPORATE  
BUSINESS AND RETAIL

ST. GEORGE BANK
Brett Douglas
Tel: 0422 841 171
Email: douglasb@stgeorge.com.au
Proud bankers to Royal Perth Yacht Club.  Whatever 
business you’re in, whatever finance you need, Brett 
is here to provide advice and banking solutions to 
help suit your needs. Call Brett today.

FORD & DOONAN
Kyle Doonan
Tel: 9331 8800
Mobile: 0413 957 023
Fax: 9331 6600
Email: kyle@fordanddoonan.com.au
Web: www.fordanddoonan.com.au
Residential and Commercial Experts. Established 
1985 Perth’s Most Awarded Air Conditioning 
Company.

ARCHITECTS
CRAIG STEERE ARCHITECTS
Craig Steere

Looking after you through a reliable, enjoyable 
process to build your unique project for you, your 
family or business.
08 93804662 www.craigsteerearchitects.com.au

VICSAIL YACHTS W.A.
Tony Bewsher
Tel: 9336 5533
Mobile: 0438 389 957
Fax: 9336 5599
Email: tony@vicsailwa.com
Website: www.vicsailwa.com
Yacht Brokerage, WA distributors for Catalina Yachts, 
J Boats, Lagoon, Walker Bay, Sessa Marine and Rocna 
Anchors.

TO ADVERTISE IN RPYC MEMBERS 
SERVICES DIRECTORY
Call the Editor
Kelly Scott
Public Relations Officer
T: 08 9423 5500 
E: marketing@rpyc.com.au

BUILDERS

LEVISTA HOMES
John Rocca
Tel: 9209 3636
Fax:  9249 8808
Mobile: 0418 917 099
Email: johnr@levistahomes.com.au 
Website: www.levistahomes.com.au
A Builder you can Trust!
We are a family run business with over 30 years 
experience in residential and commercial projects. 
John and his son Jason will look after your project 
from the beginning to the end until they hand you the 
key to your home or investment property. If you are 
looking for a hands on builder give John a call today.
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COMMERCIAL VEHICLES
FIAT PROFESSIONAL WELSHPOOL
Paul McGovern
Tel:  08 9351 2020
Mobile: 0418 927 460
Fax: 08 9351 2011
Email: pmcgovern@ahg.com.au
Website:	 www.fiatpw.com.au
At Fiat professional we stock the Ducato, Scudo 
and Doblo range. We are pretty much your one stop 
shop when it comes to Fiat commercial vans. Sales, 
Service, Parts and Accessories, Finance and Fleet, all 
available at our showroom here in Welshpool.

OPTOMETRIST
COOPER & LOURIE FAMILY 
OPTOMETRISTS
Geoff Cooper
Tel: 9386 8581
A/H: 9386 3908
Mobile: 0412 911 729
Fax: 9386 3908
Email: c.and.l@bigpond.net.au
Providing personalised professional eyecare and 
quality eyewear since 1980. We aslo bulk bill where 
eligible. All types of contact lenses supplied including 
day/night lenses.

MARINE INSURANCE

State Manager – WA: Carina Campo
Tel: +61 8 6462 1884 
Mobile: 0401 563 198
Fax: +61 8 6462 1892
Website: www.clubmarine.com.au
Email: carina.campo@clubmarine.com.au

FREIGHT - NATIONAL/
INTERNATIONAL

WEMBLEY CARGO - AUSTRALIA

Alistair Ritchie
Tel: 9380 6166
Mobile: 041 796 3037
Email: manager@wembleycargo.com
Website: www.wembleycargo.com
National and International Freight, Customs,  
Warehousing, Boat Transport, Container Sales.

INSURANCE & RISK CONSULTANTS
GIBBSCORP
Peter Gibbs
Tel: 9254 0350
Mobile: 0418 940 691
Fax: 9254 0355
Email: peter@gibbscorp.com.au
Website: www.gibbscorp.com.au
More than just Insurance!  
Insurance & Risk Advisers to the RPYC, Duyfken, Swan 
River Sailing and the World Match Racing Tour. Get the 
best for yourself, by dealing with the local experts.

MOTOR VEHICLE DEALERSHIP

AUDI CENTRE  
PERTH
Peter James
Tel: 9231 5888
Fax: 9231 5811
Email: sales@audicentreperth.com.au
RPYC	members	are	entitled	to	special	benefits.		 
Please contact us for more detail.

LEGAL

LAVAN LEGAL
Dean Hely
Tel: 9288 6760
Mobile: 0412 907 373
Fax: 9288 6001
Email: dean.hely@lavanlegal.com.au
Lavan Legal is Western Australia’s largest 
independent	law	firm	and	one	of	its	oldest	legal	
practices.  Lavan Legal values its position as legal 
adviser to Royal Perth Yacht Club.

DAVID YU B.O.SC DENTAL SURGEON
David Yu
Tel: 9335 3481
1st Floor, Atwell Arcade, Fremantle, Corner of Market 
Street and Cantonment Street 

ROKEBY DENTAL SURGERY
Justin Float B.O.Sc (WA)

Tel: (08) 9381 6611
Fax: (08) 9380 4417
Email: info@rokebydental.com.au
Website: www.rokebydental.com.au
Advanced cosmetic and implant dentistries in the 
parklands of Subiaco.  Nervous, why not have your 
treatment whilst you were sleeping?

DENTIST

GLASS AND GLAZING

WALSHS GLASS

Tel: (08) 9366 6666
Fax: (08) 9455 2640
Email: enquiries@walshsglass.com.au
Thinking Glass, Think Walshs!
Walshs supply and install Splashbacks, Frameless 
Showers, Mirrors/Robes, Pool Fencing and 
Balustrades. Walshs also specialise in Timber 
Glazing,	Double	Glazed	Units	and	Energy	Efficient	
Performance Glass.

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 
SERVICES

JTMI SERVICES
James Morris
Mobile: 0423 148 600
Email: info@jtmi.services
Website: www.jtmi.services
Professional cloud brokerage and IT services to enable 
businesses to develop without the hassle of on-
premise IT operation costs. JTMi Services can provide 
as	little	as	fixing	your	computer	to	setting	up	the	IT	and	
phones	for	new/relocated	offices,	to	cloud	readiness	
packages. JTMi Services can broker the best deal with 
cloud providers to meet your business requirements. 
Call our IT Consultant today.

REAL ESTATE, AUCTIONS & 
DEVELOPMENTS

DALKEITH
Joan Gebbie
Mobile: 0414 666 785
Office:	 9386	8255
Email: joan.gebbie@acton.com.au
Personal and Professional Service in all aspects of  
Real Estate

PRINTING AND COPYING
OPTIMA PRESS
Stephen Migro
Tel: 9445 8380
A/H: 0409 290 455
Mobile: 0409 290 455
Fax: 9445 8391
Full range of printing services including Computer to 
Plate and Digital Printing

MARINE ELECTRONICS -  
SALES - SERVICE

MARITIME ELECTRONIC 
SERVICES
Greg Hansen/PeterTurner
Tel: 9335 2716
Mobile: 0401 039 432
Fax: 9335 2381
Email: info@maritimeelectronics.com.au
An extensive range of everything electronic for your 
boat plus an on-site workshop operated by fully 
qualified	technicians.

LUNCH TIME CAFÉ
HIGH BENCH ESPRESSO
Kingsley Phillips
Tel: 9226 0735
Address: 35 Outram Street  
 West Perth, WA 6005
Email: info @highbenchespresso.com.au
Monday - Friday
Di-Bella	Coffee,	Breakfast	&	lunch.	Try	West	Perths	
Favourite Nasi Goreng. Greek Lamb Souvlaki Friday.

GRAPHIC DESIGN

Annie Bramley
Tel: 08 9252 1325
Mobile: 0405 144 296
Email:	 annie@scruffydogdesigns.com.au
Website:	 www.scruffydogdesigns.com.au
For all your graphic design and advertising needs.

www.rpyc.com.au

Call the Editor
Kelly Scott
Public Relations Officer
T: (08) 9423 5500 
E: marketing@rpyc.com.au

TO ADVERTISE IN RPYC MEMBERS 
SERVICES DIRECTORY
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SAILING OUTINGS
SWAN RIVER SAILING
Andy Fethers
Tel: 9386 9488
Mobile: 0404 420 885
Fax: 9386 9433 
Email: andy@swanriversailing.com 
 georgia@swanriversailing.com
Corporate & leisure sailing on our fleet of Foundation 
36 yachts based at Royal Perth yacht Club.

TRUCK AND BUS SALES
WA HINO
Paul McGovern
Tel:  9351 2000
Mobile: 0418 927 460
Fax: 9351 2011
Email: pmcgovern@ahg.com.au
Website: www.wahino.com.au
Everything Hino – that’s what we do at WA Hino. We 
sell new and used Hino trucks and buses, we organise 
finance and insurance, we provide expert servicing, 
body-building and on-site repairs, and we stock 
thousands of genuine Hino parts on our shelves. Plus 
we sell used trucks and buses of all other makes and 
models – not just Hinos.

YACHT RIGGING
TASKERS
Mark Reid
Tel: 9437 9222
Mobile: 0414 908 075
Fax: 9437 9233
Email: mark@taskers.com.au
Website: www.taskers.com.au
“HIGHEST QUALITY”
• Custom made spars, fittings and rigging for all 

yachts large and small
• New masts stepped and tuned
• Masts removed and full refurbishments available
• Mast inspections, repair and maintenance
• Insurance repairs and replacement

SKYMAZE INDUSTRIES
Eddie Slobe
Mobile: 0430 442 775
Email: ed@skymaze.com.au
Website: www.skymaze.com.au
• Commercial Rigging
• Yacht Rigging & Mast Repairs
• Mast Lowering Systems
• Bimini Frames
• Bowrail Repairs
• Onsite Welding Service

STRATEGIC ADVERTISING
ADVERTISE STRAIGHT TO  
YOUR TARGET AUDIENCE 
Contact Kelly Scott at RPYC
Tel: 9389 1555
Email: marketing@rpyc.com.au
Website: www.rpyc.com.au
Do it today and reap the rewards from advertising 
with Royal Perth Yacht Club’s bi-monthly full colour 
magazine In the Wind.

TRAVEL AGENTS
YOUR “TRAVEL PROFESSIONAL”
Pamela Hughes 
(Polythene Pam R737)
Tel:  08 9275 1964 
Mobile: 0418 114 379
Email: pam@ststravel.com.au
All travel needs provided by friendly & personalised 
professional service. Over 30 years experience with-in 
the travel industry.

SAILMAKERS
UK SAILMAKERS
Geoff Bishop
Tel: 9336 2161
Mobile: 0417 336 216
Fax: 9336 1678
Email: uksailmakers@iinet.net.au
Website: www.uksailmakers.com
When design & engineering of a sail goes beyond sheer 
numbers & hype. When sailing is your passion. When 
sailing is not just an everyday activity, it’s what seduces 
your soul…   That’s what drives us. If you’re passionate 
about your sailing… who makes your sails?

RECRUITMENT CONSULTANTS
PLACER MANAGEMENT GROUP
Jan Spriggs
Tel: 6364 5222
A/H: 9328 6441
Mobile: 0418 933 982
Fax: 6364 5233
Email: jan.spriggs@placergroup.com.au
A premier West Australian owned Recruitment 
Consultancy that specialises in end to end 
recruitment solutions for office professionals and 
executive placements.  Temporary and Permanent 
Staffing solutions. 

STOCKBROKING
ARGONAUT SECURITIES
Kevin Johnson
Tel: 9224 6880
Mobile: 0412 379 379
Fax: 9224 6899
Email: kjohnson@argonaut.com
Website: www.argonaut.com
Argonaut is a full service advisory, stockbroking and 
research investment house with offices in Perth and 
Hong Kong.

ADVERTISING
Editor
Kelly Scott
Public Relations Officer
Royal Perth Yacht Club
T: (08) 9423 5500 
E: marketing@rpyc.com.au

IN THE WIND

 ADVERTISING COSTS AS FOLLOWS:

1/8 Page: 87mm wide x 65mm high $150 incl. GST

1/4 Page: 87mm wide x 130mm high $250 incl. GST

1/2 Page: 180mm wide x 130mm high $400 incl. GST

Full Page: 210mm wide x 297mm high plus 3mm bleed $600 incl. GST

www.rpyc.com.au

ROYAL PERTH YACHT CLUB

OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA

In the Wind is published 5 times per year and 
provides an excellent medium to promote your 
business to 2000 members and community 
organisations.
To advertise in In the Wind please contact the 
editor.

SOLAR ENERGY SYSTEMS
INFINITE ENERGY
Martin Willis
Tel: 1300 074 669
Mobile: 0402 023 023
Email: martin.willis@infiniteenergy.com.au 
Website: infiniteenergy.com.au

Infinite Energy is Australia’s leading solar system 
provider, supplying over 10,000 homes, businesses and 
government facilities with solar power. For a solution to 
suit your energy needs, contact Martin today. 



Insurance is issued by Club Marine Limited (Club Marine) ABN 12 007 588 347 AFSL No. 236916 as agent of the insurer Allianz Australia Insurance Limited (Allianz) ABN 115 000 122 850 
AFSL No. 234708. Club Marine is a related body corporate of Allianz. Before making a decision, please consider the Product Disclaimer Statement (PDS) available by phoning 1300 402 040.

Trusted to protect your 
boating lifestyle

Australia’s No. 1 provider of boat 
insurance for more than 40 years

Phone: 6462 1888 
Email: wa@clubmarine.com.au

clubmarine.com.au
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HEADING OUT ON THE WATER, BE READY BY 6PM. 
Power Boats – why not shadow the fleet or raft up in Matilda Bay!

SEE YOU AT OUR OPENING TWILIGHT ON THURSDAY 18TH OCTOBER

THURSDAY NIGHT IS SOCIAL 
NIGHT AT THE CLUB 

WE’VE LISTENED TO YOU!!

TWILIGHTS

  THURSDAY NIGHTS ONLY FROM 
 18TH OCTOBER TO 18TH APRIL

CALLING ALL BOATIES – POWER AND SAIL, 
SOCIAL MEMBERS, FAMILIES AND FRIENDS
IT’S A NEW STYLE OF –

Worried about being cold on the lawn? 
From early October through mid-November 
and again mid-March through to the end of the 
season, why not enjoy twilight meals inside  
the Clubhouse.

Want to meet some other Members?  
Come down and join our long tables for dinner.  
You never know who you’ll meet.

Look out for games, the odd cooking class here 
and there and some competitive action between 
our jetties.

You asked for more family friendly meals. 
We’ve	not	only	simplified	the	menu	to	offer	your	
favourites but we’ve also included a meal package 
for families.

Family Meal packages available
2 Adult’s meals and 2 children’s meals with a jug  
of	soft	drink	for	only	$68.00

There’s even coffee and cake on offer  
this season.


